


Invincible leads 
out 24 ships to 
meet the people 



MEET Your Navv' - that’s 
the invitation from the 
24-ship Task Group led 
by HMS Invincible that 
departs on a round- 
Britain tour next month. 
Increasingly, the Navy's 
top brass worry that not 
enough people get the 
chance these days. 

In an exclusive interview with 
Navy News* Assistant Chief of the 
Naval Staff Rear Admiral James 
Burncll-Nugcnt pointed to prob¬ 
lems of “visibility" affecting a 
Fleet whose si/e is now closely 
matched to its commitments. 

"Wc get occasional highlights - 
such as Gulf deployments. Kosovo, 
drum bust operations in the 
Caribbean and so on - but the Navy 
eomi: about its norm.il d.i\-to-d.i\ 
business is much less well presented, 
he told Jim Allaway . 

"Events such as Navy Days and the 
International Festival of the Sea satisfy 
the need to some extent, but they mostly 
lend lo be local to the Naval bases. And so 
I think that many of the people who 
attend them tend to be local enthusiasts 

"For people in the middle of the coun¬ 
try. between the M4 and Hadrian's Wall. 

■ Turn to page 20 


Last of the 
summer 
shine... 

HMS DUMBARTON Castle is 
caught by the last rays o! sunset 
as she prepares to land an alba¬ 
tross researcher from the British 
Antarctic Survey at a base on Bird 
Island. 

The Falkland Islands patrol ship 
was making her last trip to South 
Georgia for the austral summer 

The two dark masses on the 
horizon are Icebergs - remnants of 
two massive chunks of Ice. about 
30 miles across, which broke away 
from the Antarctic lea edge and 
were afterwards smashed against 
Shag Rock. Picture: SAC Young RAF 
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Montrose sees Naples and lives 


HMS MONTROSE linked up with 
seven other NATO warships at 
Naples in the first full gathering of 
the current Standing Naval Force 
Mediterranean. 

The British Duke-class Type 23 frigate 
was |oined at the Italian port by the 
German FGS Karlsruhe. the 
Netherland s HMNLS Jan Van Brakel. 
Spain s SPS Cataluna. the HN Nearchos 
from Greece America's USS Spruance. 
the Italian ITS Esperro and the group's 
Turkish Flagship TS Orucreis under 
Rear Admiral Ogutku. 


During the port visit the STANAV- 
FORMED ships held a series of liaison 
meetings to plan exercises over the 
coming months which will ensure that 
they can work together as an effective 
integrated force wherever their NATO 
tasking takes them. 

Despite cultural and language differ¬ 
ences. valuable contacts were made 
and after seven days the ships sailed 
together for a period of consolidating 
sea training. 

But it wasn’t all work and no play, and 
there were plenty of sightseeing oppor¬ 
tunities for sailors from HMS Montrose. 


many of whom were visiting the Bay of 
Naples for the first time. 

Mount Vesuvius was an unmissable 
landmark which dominates the sur¬ 
rounding countryside, and visits to 
Pompeii and the lesser-known 
Herculaneum, destroyed by the 
Vesuvius eruption of AD 79, were very 
rewarding. 

Naples itself proved to be a thriving 
city which was only slightly less active 
at 2am than 2pm and the Neapolitans 
were friendly and welcoming. 

While driving in Naples Is definitely 
not for the faint-hearted several forays 


were made into the countryside with an 
intrepid few making it as far as Rome, 
while others took advantage of the 
cheap local ferry services for a trip to 
the beautiful island of Capri. 

Dining out was the other main activity 
enjoyed by the visitors who made the 
most of the large number of restaurants 
which offered excellent quality and 
value. 

The only downside to the visit was the 
weather, with a few sunny but cool days 
breaking up the heaviest rain that 
Naples has seen for 15 years. 


Bicester 
set for 
Greek 
transfer 

HMS BICESTER is to 
become the first Hunt-class 
minchuntcr to leave Royal 
Navy service. She is due to 
decommission on July I for 
transfer to the Creek Navy at 
the end of that month. 

Bicester, commissioned in 1986. 
was the seventh of 13 Hunt vessels 
itot savvies. At prasaol .» 
member of the Second Mine 
Countermeasures Squadron based 
at Portsmouth, she spent much of 
fur RN service m ths Fourth 
MC *M Squadron at Rossi h. 

It was from there that she left 
for the Gulf to clear mines sown by 
Saddam Hussein in Kuwaiti 
waters During that operation in 
1991 Bicester laid claim to base 
cleared more mines than any other 
MCM vessel since Ihe Second 
World War and its aftermath. 

Eastbourne 
ticket gifts 
for visiting 
Puncher 

PATROL vessel HMS Puncher 
was due to visit l:asthoume on 
March 26 for a five-day visit. 

The 49-tonne vessel, attached to 
I ondon Universities RN Unit, was 
embarking Eastbourne's Mayor. 
Cllr Beryl Mealy, at Brighton 
Manna for the journey to 
Sovereign Haihour. It was giving 
Mrs I leafy an early chance to meet 
Ihe vessel’s new Commanding 
• Hfii11 U(tonkin Ruddock 
Many kK*al companies showed 
their support for Puncher’s contin¬ 
ued affiliation by providing com¬ 
plimentary tickets for the ship’s 
company. 

20th-century 
warships 
get their day 

WARSHIP experts at the National 
Maritime Museum at Greenwich 
* nne .i unique insight into 
the vessels which ruled the waves 
for the last 100 years. 

A one-day seminar. 20th 
Century Wanhtp f, is being given in 
the lecture hall on May 11. 

Ixcs arc 02 (concessions £27) 
which include museum admission, 
lunch and refreshments. For a free 
prospectus or hookings, call 0181 
312 6747 or visit tnc website: 
http //www nmm ac. uk 


Ocean of 
colour 

HELICOPTER carrier HMS 
Ocean adds a touch of 
colour to her appearance 
by being dressed overall 
at Devonport to mark 
Commonwealth Day. 
m Wilkinson Sword of 
Peace award - page 9 . 



DESCENDANT SEEKS £6, 


FOR SEA ADVENTURER’S FINERY 


EXETER’S 

RETURN 


• HMS Exeter, which 
returned to Portsmouth from 
Gulf petrol duty on March 17, 
rests at anchor off Akrotirf. 
Cyprus during her homeward 
journey, to disembark her 
edvence leave party. 


Historic uniform on 
sale to fund pub act 


THE NAVAL uniform 
worn by one of Britain's 

f jreatest sea adventurers 
s being sold by a 
descendant - to launch a 
pub karaoke act. 

Admiral John Pascoc 
Grenfell, who in the 19th cen¬ 
tury fought against Spain. 
Portugal and the Italian revolu¬ 
tionary’ Garibaldi, left his cere¬ 
monial sword and gold-braided 
uniform as heirlooms. 

Hts great-great-great-grandson. 
Torn Grenfell. had them valued on 
BBt’-Ls Antiques Roadshow at 
16.1110 thougn Ik* said then that 
he would not sell. 

Now. at Ihe age of 58. unem¬ 


ployed and with an income of juvt 
£51 a week in benefit*. he has been 
forced to think again. 

Tony, who lives in a rented, onc- 
bedroom flat in Ihe old smuggling 
v illage of Combe Martin in Devon, 
says Ik* needs at least £4.(NK) to set 
himself up as a full-time karaoke 
singer in local pubs. 

lie said: “This is the one chance 
I have to turn my fortunes around. 
I’m not interested in making big 
money, but I do want to cam a 
decent living from singing. 

“It’s my greatest love, ill do any¬ 
thing from La Bamha to Blur - I 
tot need tkfl backing tracks. I hate 
the thought of parting with the uni¬ 
form and sword, but I think the 
Admiral would have understood. 

“lie was not a practical man who 
eared for wealth m bet he once 


returned a shin worth L5H.INN) to a 
Spanish merchant, declaring him¬ 
self to be a seaman not a robber." 

Tony says ho will consider 
any serious offer and is 
awaiting a response from 
the National Maritime 
Museum. He hopes the uni¬ 
form can be put on display 
in time tor the bicentenary 
of his ancestor’s birth on 
December 20 this year. 

Admiral Grenfell’s story reads 
like a piece of Btns Owm fiction 
Born in Battersea, he was aged 11 
when he Joined the East India 
Company, making several vintage* 
to India at the height of the 
Napoleonic Wars. 

lie was once locked up by hi\ 
own crew, but escaped with a hand¬ 



ful of officers (o quell the mutiny 
ruthlessly His shipmates told how 
he would jump up and down on 
deck when he was angry, and how 
he was utterly fearless m battle. 

In 1819 he was recruited by 
Admiral Lord Cochrane who was 
raising a navy to help liberate Chile 
Irom Spanish rule, and Grenfell 
became one of his mo\i (rusted 
commanders. Together they helped 
to secure Chilean independence by 
ilestroving the Spanish flagship in 
Callao harbour. 

later they did s«>mclhingsimilar 
for the Brazilians who were seek¬ 
ing irnkpcrklcncc from fttrtugal 
In 1824 Grenfell took command of 
a Brazilian frigate and led an hero¬ 
ic action against Argentine war- 
shins in the Riser Flair 

flit by cannon shot, hts right arm 
had to he .imputed and. though he 
neartv died, he rejoined the 
Brazilians alter a year's leave in 
England. He went on to capture an 
Argentine privateer m 1828 

Seven years later hts squadron 
destroyed the exiled Garibaldi’s 
rebel navy during the Rio Grande 
do Sul uprising. 

In 1846 Granfall was 
appointed Brazilian consul 
In Liverpool - where the sur¬ 
viving uniform was made 
and where he supervised 
construction ot the steam 
frigate Alfonzo. 

During sea trials the Alfon/o 
was on the scene at the unking of 
the immigrant ship Ocean 
Monarch, and Grenfell took 
charge of one of the rescue boats 
which helped to save 219 of the 596 
passengers 

A spokeswoman for the 
National Maritime Museum 
decribed Grenfell as a fascinating 
historical figure. “He is nght up 
there with the great and the good, 
she said. “A surviving uniform with 
the right provenance would create 
great interest among collectors - 
including ourselves.’’ 
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... while 
it’s Mardi 
Gras time 
in NATO’s 
Atlantic 
squadron 

AS PART of NATO s Standing 
Naval Force Atlantic. HMS 
C ampbeltown lias been carry¬ 
ing out counter drugs opera¬ 
tions in the Caribbean. 

She was detached from the 
international force in company 
with the Spanish frigate Reins 
Sofia to carry ihj! the interdiction 
operation* Both ships later 
rejoined SNFL to visit New 
Orleans in time for the Mardi 
Gras celebrations and a call on 
Mavport. Florida, before heading 
north to Halifax. Nova Scotia. 

The TVjie 22 frigate left to join 
the NATO force in the new year, 
and during her deployment own 
pic ted one xix-wcci period of ini¬ 
tial sea training for officer cadets 
from Dartmouth, before embark¬ 
ing another butch 

The currant tore# a work¬ 
up period was undertaken 
in Roosevelt Roads off 
Puerto Rico, including a 
successful live filing of 
Campbeltown’s updated 
Seawolf missile system 
against a very low-level 
controlled drone - an 
unusual target in difficult 
conditions. 

During this time, members of 
Campbeltown's ships company 
acted as directing staff for the day 
to train other ship’s teams in a dis¬ 
aster relief exercise. 

But perhaps the most satisfying 
success for the ship was on the 
sports field - with a convincing win 
over the Americans at rugby and 
overall victory in an inter-ship 
football tournament. 

When SNFL left the area, the 
Canadian Commander of the 
force. Rear Admiral Morse, 
embarked in C ampbeltown where 
he presented the l.ady Fitch 
Irophv to ( RfW I \ Read. The 
annual aw ard is for a person pro¬ 
viding the best service of benefit to 
the ship’s company - in Chic! 
Read's case, the setting up of an 
on-board cyber cafe funded by the 
Windfall Grant 


40 tall 
ships 
in sail 
parade 

OVER 40 classic ships 
will take part this 
month in the Tall Ships 
2000 Parade ol Sail 
along Southampton 
Water. 

Among the vessels pre¬ 
sent - at South Bramble - 
for the event on April 16 
will be the Type 42 
destroyer HMS Glasgow 
and P&Os new cruise 
liner the Aurora. 

The fleet of sailing ships 
will include square rig¬ 
gers. brigantines and bar¬ 
ques from around the 
world. The parade, start¬ 
ing at 8 30am. will form the 
prelude to a millennium 
race tor crews of young 
people aged 15-25. organ¬ 
ised by the Sail Training 
Association 

The lead ships will turn 
east and pass South 
Bramble at noon, continu¬ 
ing past Gilkicker and 
around the east side of the 
Isle of Wight 

They will then go on to 
Plymouth where the first 
race - to Cadiz - will start 
at 1pm on April 18 off 
Rame Head 
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flower of France to host Free French farewell 



• Badge of a Free 
French Navy Sea¬ 
man, incorporat¬ 
ing the Cross of 
Lorraine, symbol 
of the forces 
organised by Gen 
de Gaulle. 


THE FREE French Naval Association, Forces Navales Francaises Libres, is to wind 
up on June 18, following a ceremony at Toulon at the end of this month. 

This will be held on board FS Aconit - the new stealth frigate that is shortly to accom¬ 
pany the RN Task Group on Its 2000 global deployment - in memory of the British and 
French navy men who served on board the Free French units during the war and died 
accomplishing their tasks." 

The Aconil's World War II predecessor was a Flower-class corvette, ex-HMS Aconite, 
which had a distinguished career sinking two U-boats on March 11, 1943 (see letter on 
page 6). Built by Ailsa at Troon In 1941, the Aconit was returned to the Royal Navy in 1947 
when she was sold to the United Whaling Company at Durban and renamed Terje II. She 
was acquired by the South Georgia Company in 1960 and had yet another change of 
name - Southern Terrier - before being broken up at Bruges in 1967. 

A delegation of British officers and men who served with Free French naval forces or in 
the same operational theatres has been invited to attend the ceremony on April 29, 
together with Free French veterans and representatives from the modern ships Courbet, 
Surcouf and Rubis. which all bear the names of Free French ships. 



• FRENCH FLOWER: The World War II Free French Flower-class 
corvette Aconit (ex-HMS Aconite). 


Royalty and 
reindeer in 

Castle calls 

PATROL ship HMS Dumbarton Castle hosted a royal visitor when Princess 
Alexandra paid a call in the Falklands. 

purposes. 


The Princess was visiting the 
islands in her capacity as 
natron of the UK Falkland 
Islands Trust, and went on 
hoard while the offshore patrol 
vessel was ak>ngsidc in Stanley. 

Accompanied In i he- islands' 
Governor, Donald Lamont, she 
met every member of the ships 
company and aho visited the joint 
pmson at Nfenint Pleasant during 
her week in the South Atlantic. 

Meanwhile, the Dumbarton 
Castle - which is based in the 
islands and currently fulfils the 
role of Falkland Mandsnatrol ves¬ 
sel within the Atlantic Task Group 
- also hosted groups of primary 
school children. Cubs from the 


local Beaver pack, and members of 
the Stanley Branch of the RNA. 

On leaving the capital, the ship 
took part in a joint exercise before 
sailing for South Georgia with two 
reindeer specialists on hoard who 
examined herds on the isolated 
islands. 

The reindeer herd it 
about 3,000 strong and is 
descended from the animals 
brought to South Georgia 
by Norwegian whalers. 

The Falkland Islands govern¬ 
ment ls sponsoring research into 
the feasibility of transporting rein¬ 
deer to the islands from South 
Georgia for fanning and tourism 


Another civilian researcher, 
whose specialisation is grass, was 
also embarked in the ship, and 
many seed samples were collected 
for the US National Seed Service 
in Alaska. 

In their spare time, the ship's 
company held a horse-race meet¬ 
ing on hoard at what they claim is 
the world’s most southerly course - 
the Penguin Point 

• Princess Alexandra 
talks to (f-r) OM(EW) 
Johnno ’ John , MEM(M) 
Chris Allen and OM(AW) 
4 Smudge * Smith on board 
HMS Dumbarton Castle. 


Free 
talks 
on RN 
turning 
points 

A SERIES of lectures on 
turning points in the Royal 
Navy will be given during 
May and early June at the 
Royal Navy Museum, 
Portsmouth. 

The lectures, organised by 
Flagship Portsmouth to mark 
Museums and Galleries Month 
2000, will be delivered by 22 
of the curators, specialists 
and consultants involved in 
the historic ships and dock¬ 
yard buildings. 

Each lecture (apart from the 
one on the Mary Rose) will 
take place at 12.30pm in the 
museum’s Princess Royal 
Gallery. Admission is free, but 
seats need to be booked in 
advance. 

Among the subjects cov¬ 
ered are: 

□ The Battle ol Trafalgar 

□ Life on board 

J Warship design and con¬ 
struction 

J Development of Naval 
ordnance 

For a booking form and 
complete list of lectures, tele¬ 
phone Flagship Portsmouth 
on 023 9266 1S33. 

The complete list of lectures 
is also available on the Navy 
News website, at 
www.navynews.co.uk 






• The Prince of Wales 
will unveil the Fleet 
Air Arm Memorial 
designed by James 
Butler (pari of which 
is shown here in 
maquette form) at 
Victoria Embankment 
Gardens, Whitehall 
Extension, on June 1 
at 11am. Apply for free 
tickets to the FAA 
Memorial Appeal, 4 St 
James Square, 

London SW1Y 5JY 


JACK ET JACQUES 


La Grande Illusion 


(Au telephone - comma d habitude - les soeurs de Jack et 
Jacques) 

• ’Alio? Jackie 7 ' 

This is Jackie - who’s that 7 ’ 
la Jacquelme - la soeur de Jacques.' 

Gerrawayl* 

Non! Attends! Parlez vous Franglais. Jackie?* 

Un peu maybe 1 Er . . Bonsoir Jacquelme* Quelle nice sur¬ 
prise! Jack a told moi so much about vous! II vous fancies 
quelque chose rotten T 
'Ah Je regrette - * 

Dries pas more. Jacqueline Je comprends complement 
Mon frSre Jack, i est un berk.' 

Un berk 7 Quest ce que e'est. un berk 7 ’ 

Pardon - un total idiot * 

Ah oui. Un berk . . . Non. il est un petit sweety, really. Pas 
mon type. h6ias Mats mon frkre Jacques, il est aussi un berk 4 
•Oh non* Quel dommage'* 

Oui Quel dommage indeed. 

Mais Jack m a envoy* un photo! J'ai enj que votre fr*re 
Jacques 6tait absolument gobsmacking oorgeux! Ces yeux pro 
fonds de brun* Cette jaw forte et resolute' Cette petite sexy 
moustache' Cette kinky rouge pompon - 
’Jackie. Jackie 1 Jacques, il est trbs charmant. mats prenei 
mon mot pour it. H est un berk.’ 

Com me lous les hommes de tout le monde. eh 7 Akxs. Je 
comprends. Jacqueline Je suis desotee. though Mon pere Any. 
i m a dit qu il start probabiement fixed up avec quelqu une 
already? 

Fixed up?' 

II est man*. peut-Stre 7 Ou il a une copine steady 7 

Non - ow do you say. Jackie 7 Jacques, il est un Tree agent’ 

II a un understanding avec la PnnapaJ d un Teachers Training 
CoMtge somewhere en Angleterre. mais r»en de parlicuik 
Anyway. Jackie. Jack et Jacques, ils sont partis, tous les deux. 
Ires b»ent6t. pour un deployment around le monde k bord de 
notre fngate furtive Aconit C est une recipe pour dSsastre. je 
eras, quand ils sont toujours ensemble des mors entiers Trop de 
tentatrons Mars j’ai une solutionf 
Allez. Jacqueline' J'Scoute** 

Ecoutez ced. then. Jackie' Nous Scnrons les love lettres a 
Jack et Jacques - sous les noms de plume, naturettement - avec 
la promesse de nurts de steamy passion quand ils sont 
retoumSs Ils sont thereby continues sur un - ow do you say 
again. Jackie? Sur un even keel, eh?' 

*C est une bonne idSe' Quel bieedm nasty tnck! Er. Stes vous 
ever en Angletene. Jacqueline 7 ' 

*Oui. par coincidence Mercredi prochain - next Wednesday 
Jackie Mon onde. il a un posh restaurant dans I'Ouest End oe 
Londres. et il m’a invit* pour la grande ouverture * 

C'est mon jour of! from Le Salon International Unisex de Jules 
de Peckham!' 

Non? Vraiment 7 Je vous donnerai raddress© - et nous 
aurons une nice airly chat, hem?’ 

Out' Bnlliant' Bonne nuit. Jacqueline' 

Bonne nuit. Jackie!’ 
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Navy man 
sees aid at 
first hand 



A CHALLENGE to provide 
£50,000 to set up a school in 
Maputo, capital of Mozam¬ 
bique. was taken up by a Navy 
man from Leicester and fellow 
church members. 

And three years on, WO Mick 
Elliott has been to the flood- 
stricken country to see the results 
of his church’s efforts. 

Ay lest one Baptist Church 
became the hxuv for collections in 
the I ast Midi.mils area, and the 
Oinstian Academy mm caters for 
.W children of aid workers from 11 
countries. 

"I have wanted to visit the 
Academy ever since it opened, and 
it was something I never thought I 
would he able to do - to s isit today 
and see the funds we raised being 
put to use was a very exciting 
moment.” said Mick. 



CREDIT CARD NEWS 


Th* above Credit Cards i 
Please debt my my 
My order is attached tor — 
Cardholders Name: ___ 

Cardholders Address .... 


I not be accepted on orders ot less than £5. 

. Card 


• Flag-waving: Children of iiha Chlloane village 
Mozambique welcome another delivery ot aid by an 820 NAS 
Sea Kina (above), while LWACMN Jules Nixon (in green) and Lt 
Sarah Hunwicks prepare a load manifest of aid on the flight 
deck ot RFA Fori George (right). 


HAVE YOU MISSED US? 


Back copies available from 1935 

Ring Anne Young 

PORTSMOUTH (02392) 826040 

Navy News - The Paper that lives up to its name! 


Expey Date Cardholders Signature Amount 


• Helping hands: Villagers from liha Chiloane unload a 
Sea King (above). 


Aid effort 
knows no 
boundaries 


ROYAL NAVY and Royal 
Fleet Auxiliary personnel have 
been rolling uj> their sleeves to 
get tonnes of life-saving sup¬ 
plies to stricken villages in 
Mozambique. 

One-Mop supply shin RFA Fort 
George wav detached from the 
HMS I Hum nous task group in the 
Arabian Gulf to help relief efforts 
after tropical storms anil floods 
devastated the country. 

With her went five Sea King 
helicopters from 820 Naval Air 
Squadron, which had been 
embarked on HMS llluMriouv 

A % Now Nrws went to press, the 
.VuVD-ionnc ship was in the port 
of Beil a. loading relief stoics no 


easy evolution in itself, as there arc 
no tugs available and charts of the 
river port are not always accurate. 

Her captain. (apt Les 
( impl.mil said: "We loaded about 
300 tonnes ewer the course of 36 
hours maize, sugar, beans, gener¬ 
al farming implements, watci con 
taincrs - basic necessities of life. 

"What struck me was how every¬ 
body pulls together - RN in the 
form •>! the squadron. RN in the 
bm Of ilu .in engineering depart¬ 
ment. stores civilians and RFA 
crew. 

"It was a hot evening, hut every¬ 
one not on watch or with other 
duties was on the jetty, regardless 
of rank and that was a source of 
great pride.” 

The ship is operat¬ 
ing in the Save River 
and Machanga area, 
south of Bcira. 

”Wc arc still taking 
aid to areas where 
people have not 
received anything yet,” 
said ( apt Coupland. 

Helicopter* arc fly¬ 
ing stores ashore, and 
the ship's boats have 
been delivering to 
islands in the river 
delta 

As Fort George car¬ 
ries some 1.5 million 
litres of aviation fuel, 
as well as all kinds of 
stores, she has also 

E wed her worth as a 
licoptcr command 
ship, and has been 


used to refuel and direct aircraft 
from a number of nations in the 
relief effort. 

In using Fort George as a for¬ 
ward logistics platform, delivery of 
relief has been way beyond expec¬ 
tations - 170 tonnes delivered m 
two days - and has wtwi praise from 
aid organisations in the area. 

Navy ph«>tt>graphcr CPO Stu 
Antrohus was also invoked in the 
relief effort. codcnamcd 
Operation Barwood. 

"Flying over vaM areas of vege¬ 
tation. the scale of the problems 
caused by the recent flood* begins 
to unfolci,” he said. 

"Roads have been swept away, 
village* flattened, plantations 
waterlogged and thousands of peo¬ 
ple displaced. 

"Fast-flowing rivers carrying 
tons of mud and debris have 
changed the geography of the 
land* 

CPO Antrohus also noted how 
the torrential rain which caused 
the problems in the first place aho 
hindered relief work - storms so 
heavy that even taking off became 
a very difficult operation indeed 

The RFA vesacL with her com¬ 
plement of Sea Kings, is scheduled 
to leave Mozambique by the end of 
March to return to the Gulf task 
group, hut the final decision to let 
her go had not been made as Nary 
Nr* i went to press. 

Fuller commentary by CTO Stu 
Antrohus on his deployment to 
Mozambique is available on the 
Saw Nrws website at 
www.navyncwvco.uk 
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• Work in progress: Nuctear submarine HMS latent is due ouf of refit at the end of the summer and back in sea training by the autumn. 


Facts and 
figures 


Class: Trafalgar-class 
fleet submarine 

Pennant number: S92 
Builder: VSEL. Barrow-m- 
Fumess 

Launched: April 15,1988 
Commissioned: May 12. 
1990 

Displacement: 5.200 

tonnes, dived 
Length: 85.4 metres 
Beam: 9.8 metres 
Draught: 9.5 metres 
Speed: In excess of 25 
knots, dived 

Diving depth: In excess 
of 175 metres 
Complement: Up to 130. 
including 18 officers 
Main machinery: One 
Rolls-Royce pressurised 
water nuclear reactor; two 
GEC turbines; one shaft; 
pump-|et propulsor; two WH 
Allen turbo generators; two 
Pax man diesel alternators; 
one emergency drive motor; 
one auxiliary retractable 
propeller 

Weapons: Sub Harpoon 


Talent must 



hidden 


A lthough hms 

Talent has no official 
motto, the current 
Trafalgar-class submarine 
has taken a quote from a 
poem by John Milton as its 
own. 

Death to Hide comes from 
the poem by the great writer 
and artist about his blindness: 
“And that one Talent which ts 
death to hide \ 

The notion of a hidden Talent ts 
import a ni m the role of the T-boat, 
as the key to her success lies in 
remaining undetected m cun 
thins that she does. 

tier original role was that of a 
modern-day battleship: seek out 
enemy ships and submarines. and 
destroy them. 

But with the confused geopoli¬ 
tics of the early 21st century, the 
traditional notion of enemies 
depUn tng similar weapons and 
equipment is not of overwhelming 
importance, and the fleet sub¬ 
marines of the Roy al Navy must be 
flexible enough to fulfil a range of 
tasks to which their capabilities suit 
them 

The ability to remain inv isible to 
enemy sensors means boats ran 
conduct surveillance operations 
without any indication that a 
British vessel is present. 

This also vows ihc seed of doubt 
in the mind of foreign powers - 
could an SSN (Ship Submersible 
Nuclear) be operating in the the¬ 


atre'* And if it is hidden, then it has 
the benefit of surprise when it b 
finally' called into action. 

With increased understanding of 
the nature of the oceans - layers of 
salinity and temperature which can 
provide shadows' in which a sub¬ 
marine can hide - the chances of 
detection are still slim. 

And with her ability to stay away 
from base and submerged for long 
periods - RN SSNs have a stan¬ 


dard endurance of more than 70 
days, only limited by the needs of 
the crew - there are few seas 
denied to Iklcnt and her like 
She b powered by a Roll Royce 
nuclear reactor, which drives two 
steam turbines for the main 
propulsion system, and also creates 
electricity through turbo-genera¬ 
tors. The submarine has a large 
DC battery which provides power 
while the reactor b shut down 


track and identify contacts in the 
vicinity of the boat, and a towed 
array passive system can also be 
used - streamed out behind the 
hull, it is not affected hy the sub¬ 
marine's noise and can detect ves¬ 
sels at long range. 

She can attack other vessels 
using Sub Harpoon anti-ship mis¬ 
siles or wire-guided Tigcrfish tor¬ 
pedoes. She is not expected to be 


converted for TLAM cruise mis¬ 
siles until the middle of the decade. 

HMS I.ilcnt. pan of the Second 
Submarine Squadron based at 
Devonpon. has spent a total of 
1.232 days at sea since commission¬ 
ing. mostly outside base port urea 
on operational patrols. 

She b expected to undertake 
banc operational sea training in 
the autumn, and will return to 
operational status early in 2001. 


missiles; five 21 in bow 
tubes for wire-guided 
Tigerfish torpedoes 
Mines can be carried in 
lieu of torpedoes 
Radar: Navigation Kelvin 
Hughes Type 1007; l-band 
Sonars: Range of hull- 
mounted active and passive 
sonars for navigation, 
search, attack, ranging and 
classification 

Affiliations: London 

Universities RN Unit; 
Shrewsbury and Ellesmere 
College. Shropshire 


Submarine scarred by accidents 


T HE NAME Talent has only 
been used for submarines in 
the Royal Navy * and two of 
the three boats given the name 
have had other Identities. 

The first Talent, built by Vickers 
Armstrong, was commissioned on 
July 17, 1943, but her Royal Navy 
career was a short one. 

She was sold to the Royal 
Netherlands Navy on December 6 that 
same year, and commissioned as the 
HNLMS Zwaardvls. 

Zwaardvis distinguished herself dur¬ 
ing the remainder of the war, and was 
finally sold for breaking up in July. 
1963 

During 1944 a second HMS Talent 
was ordered, but was cancelled before 
building had started. 

On February 13,1945, a new subma¬ 


rine - HMS Tasman - was ordered, but 
by April the name had been changed to 
HMS Talenl. 

This boat had a long and militarily 
uneventful life - but she was no 
stranger to incident. 

Talent was one of a handful of older 
T-class submarines which underwent 
streamlining conversion work in the 
early 1950a. 

Carried out during planned 
refit periods, the streamlining 
included the loss of her gun. her 
external torpedo tubes were 
removed, the casing and bridge 
were rebuilt and a high-capacity 
battery was installed. 

But disaster struck in 
December 1954, when a caisson 
at the mouth of the dry dock 
proved to be insufficiently bal¬ 


lasted to cope with a particularly high 
tide, and lifted. 

Water rushed in, sweeping the cais¬ 
son into the dock and damaging the 
boat, which was itself swept out of the 
dock and grounded on the opposite 
river bank, killing four workmen. 

She was repaired and re-entered 
service, but was again in the wars in 


1956, when her conning tower was 
severely damaged when she was 
rammed by a merchant ship while sub¬ 
merged off St Catherine s Head on the 
Isle of Wight. 

The boat continued to serve until 
1967, when she finally decommis¬ 
sioned, and she was sold to be broken 
up for scrap on February 28, 1970. 



Ship o< the 

Month 


Postcards 



1 year’s Subscription 

ONLY £10.50 

£12.50 Surface Mail Abroad 


The featured ship for April is 

HMS TALENT 

A Nuclear Fleet Submarine 


To receive a postcard size picture of her and of the next eleven featured ships, 
simply send your order with your cheque/PO to the address below. Each month you 
will receive a glossy photograph helping you to build a comprehensive and interesting 

collection. 

Pictures can also be purchased individually at a cost of 65p each (min. order £1.95) 
incl. p&p. Over 500 black and white photographs to choose from. Send for free list. 


Orders To The Business Manager, Navy News, HMS Nelson, Queen Street, Portsmouth, POI 3HH 

Cheques payable to Navy News, payment by Credit Card Switch, UK & Abroad, please use the coupon of page 4 
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Full speed 
US-style 

WOULD any of your readers 
know the origin of the US Navy’s 
term for emergency full speed - ic, 
“flank speed r 

I wrote to the US embassy and 
they* directed me to their historical 
CO fey in the States. They didn't 
reply. I tried the RN Museum at 
fortsmouth hoping the RN would 
score - hut no. 

Finally I wrote directly to 
President Bill Clinton at the \Vhitc 
House - and I had a letter hack 
saying lie couldn t answer the 
question cither P. Fender, 
Romney Marsh 

Caring 

Kipling 

REGARDING HMS Kipling 
(March «ssuc). in May 1942, while 
on patrol with HMS Jervis and 
HMS Lively, we came under 
attack from enemy aircraft. 

HMS lively got hit and sank. 
Once again Inc Kipling came to 
the rescue, picking up 117 
survivors. Sometime later the 
Kipling was also hit and sunk 

Dunns her short but hectic two 
and a naif years afloat, she 
managed to pick up over 400 
survivors, which must outstrip 
HMS Cossack’s record - so I’m 
clad she finally got a mention - J. 
Sinclair, Rotherham 

Coaling 

Cyclops 

READING your feature "Royal 
Navy 1900". I was serving in the 
Submarine Training Flotilla in 
Scotland during the war and our 
depot ship was HMS Cyclops. If 
you were unfortunate enough to 
he aboard when she coaled ship 
you had the pleasure of assisting. 

The only people who were 
excused were Telegraphists, due to 
them having to protect their cam. 
It took some time to get all the 
coal dust out of the “nooks and 
crannies’* as the bathroom was a 
sweltering place and it was 
difficult to dry off after bathing in 
the little round tin baths. At least 
when I left the Nasy I had no urge 
a coalman. - D. 
Radweli, Falmouth 


Dirty dancing 
with Lady 
Nancy.. J 



I AM one of ihe few mateloLs who had ihe dubious honour of dancing with Nancy, Lady 
Astor. In the summer of 1941 it was decided to have a morale-boosting knees-up on 
Plymouth Hoc - a sort of Sir Francis Drake bowls match to give the troops a lift. 

An Army hand supplied the 
music. Service men and 
women forming a rough oval 
dance space. In the time- 
honoured tradition of the 


Wasn’t she the MP for 
Devonport? I seem to remember 
an alleged comment from her that 
sailors were a VD-riddcn, drunken 
shower - not quite a tactful 


Vis graves 
restored 


British male, no-one made a 
move - even though Glenn 
Miller’s ’In the Mood” was at 
full blast. 

So the self-appointed MC, the 
formidable Lady Astor. took a 
hand - actually my hand, and 
dragged me. petrified, into the 
arena, to the roar of whistles and 
nbald comments from my pccn. 

“Come on! Come on ! You can 
dance, can’t you?" shouted her 
ladyship I was flung about like a 
rag doll, completely overwhelmed 
by the ckisc proximity of this 
powerful woman (I wasonlv IS) 

After a disastrous half-circuit I 
was tossed aside and she grabbed a 
tough-looking Marine - who 
looked quite terrified as she hurled 
him about with all the finesse of a 
uiu her heaving a side of beef. 

While all this was going on. ack- 

k*s un the breakwater 
and ihe toast opened up at a 
couple of enemy planes 
approaching from seaward. 

“Never mind them!” shouted 
lady Nancy. “Who’s next**" This 
caused a stampede from the front 
row to the back. 
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description of her constituents, 
however temporary! 

But she certainly couldn't be 
ImM fen guts and JctenMiertoo 
When the Army band began to 
pack up amid wailing sirens and 
Dooming guns, she shouted at 
them: "Never mind the bloody 
Krauts, keep on playing! Lei's 
have something lively! 

So powerful was her personality 
that tnc band stayed - and so did 
we.The enemy aircraft turned back 
to the safety of France - perhaps 
thev h.id MgN a glimpse of her 
toidwhip ranting and raving on 
Plymouth Hoc! - M. Croat, 
Kevnsham, Bristol. 

American born Lady Astor 
(1879-1964) was Britain's first 
woman MP. representing Sutton 
Division. Plymouth from 1919-45 
-Ed 

Maximum 

value 

MY BROTHER and I are both 
cx-RN ratings. He was a gunner on 
hoard a Flower-class corvette and 
I was a radar operator with the RN 
Patrol Service. 

Our kid takes the Navy Nr* j 
anil passes it on to me It is very 
good value and keeps us up to dale 
with progress in the Service. 

After reading it umpteen times 
I deposit it with our local library, 
where it is very welcome and 
where we hope it may cncourugc 
some young people to jinn the 
Royal Navy. - S. Mayor. Pelsall 
Village. West Midlands 


MAY I on behalf of the British 
veterans who visited Croatia last 
year send a warm welcome home 
to the Captain and crew of RFA 
Fort Grange? 

We owe a sincere debt of 
gratitude to them and other 
British units stationed in Split with 
the UN for their dedication and 
total commitment in the 
restoration and repair of the only 
World War II British cemetery on 
the island of Vb 

This had suffered from some 40 
years of neglect, so together with 
our British Forces they have 
restored this place as a Garden of 
Remembrance where we veterans 
.ire BOH flkk 10 honour the 
sacrifices made by our shipmates 

Thanks shipmates - you have 
is proud to be Bni is 1 1 P. 
Bickmore, Chairman. Coastal 
Veterans A saltation, 

RnmforJ. 


Letters to the Editor 
should always be 
accompanied by the 
correspondent *s name 
and address, not nec¬ 
essarily for publication. 
E-mail correspondents 
are also requested to 
provide this information 


Daring sailor 
whose number 
didn't come up: 
was he alone? 

I was greatly interested to read your article on the sinking 
of HMS Daring - and particularly in the number of 
survivors. 


At Ihe time I was a leading 
seaman in HMS Ilex and was 
snoring peacefully in my 
hammock when the call came 
“Away life boats crew" (not sea 
boat's crew as usual). 

I shot out of my hammock, 
donned w.ikh 0081 0981 m> 
pyjamas and manned the whaler 
as Cox’n. Everything was black as 
blazes, so 1 borrowed a Pusscr’s 
torch and away we rowed in 
roughly the direction indicated 
came upon the 


stem of the Daring slicking up 
out of the sea. 

Shining my torch at the stem I 
could see depth charges still in 
the racks - so I decided tn go 
astern and get up from her 
counter 

I hadn't gone too far when we 
heard a cry for help, so I look the 
w haler back and shining my torch 
(which never gave much light 
anyway) at the stem once more I 
saw a seaman sprcadcaglcd over 
nnant numb 

We managed to get him off and 
then drifted olT to wait the dawn - 
at which time a submarine 
surfaced alongside us an 
transferred the sailor to it. We 
were left and were picked up by 
Captain *D’ and taken to Scapa. 

What intrigues me is. as far as I 
know that was the only survivor. 
To this day I have never heard of 
there being any more and I would 
dearly like to know who the other 
three* w/erc and how they were 
saved. I never got to know the 
name of the lad we saved either, 
or even the name of the 
submarine we put him aboard. - 
R. G. Hoskins, Wbrgravc. Berks 

THE SAILOR from the Isle of 
Wight who was killed in the 
Daring was Charles Webster who 
was a good friend of my father, 
Lcs Slade, who was also in the 
Navy and came from the Isle of 

Ww. 

He and his wile spent their 
wedding night in my parents' 
front room in Mafeking Road, 
Portsmouth. After the war we 
regularly visited his mother at 

When my brother was bom in 
194$ my father gave him the 
name of Charles in his memory. 
A. Slade, Soathm, Hants. 

• Below: HMS Daring 


'Keep the 
name 
Aconit 
flying' 


I NOTICE that the French 
La Fayette-claas frigate 
Aconit will be pari of the 
coming global teak group 
led by HMS Cornwall. 

On March 10.1943 HMS 
Harvester was escorting 
convoy HX 228 when sn 
attack was made by U- 
444 The as Andrea F. 
Luckenbach and as 
Tucurinca were 

torpedoed, the former 
being sunk straightaway 
and the latter sinking 
later 

HMS Harvester forced 
the U-boat to the surface 
with depth charges, then 
rammed and sank It, 
taking five prisoners. 

The Harvester was 
considerably damaged, 
so HMS Escapade took 
over and the French 
corvette Aconit (ex HMS 
Aconite) stood by the 
Harvester. The prisoners 
reported that there were 
12 U-boats In the 
neighbourhood of the 
convoy and on March 11 
the convoy was attacked 
again and the Harvester 
was torpedoed twice 
while lying disabled. She 
broke in two and sank at 
about 1300. The Aconit 
went to assist and forced 
the U-boat (U-432) to the 
surface with depth 
charges, hit the enemy 
repeatedly with gunfire 
and finally rammed and 
sank it. She also took on 
board survivors from the 
Harvester 

Give my regards to the 
new frigate and keep the 
name Aconit flying. - Fred 
Merton. Grays, Essex 
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UNTIL a few years ago I was employed by Naafi and for many 
years delivered stores to HM ships - which I loved. Just over 
a year ago I started drawing. I am not an artist so I am not qual¬ 
ified to say if they re any good but I am wondering whether 
there is a future in it. This one of HMS Ark Royal was taken 
from an old Navy Days guide, with some extra detail from back 
numbers of Navy News. - Roy E. Smith Paulsgrove. 
Portsmouth 

We think Mr Smith 's work is very good indeed It anyone has any 
commissions for him. he may be contacted through me - Ed 


New line on 
an old Ark 


Single cabin 
ships not so 
far-fetched 


IT WAS with some dismay that I read the "spoor letter illustrat¬ 
ing 2SLs vision of the future (January issue). In a role where 
accuracy and attention to detail is so important, his error on the 
date of the letter was unforgivable - 2020. perhaps, hut not 2010. 


Ratines. - Lt Cdr J. T Holden, 

Brisk 5. 


I have no argument with the 
idea that the wa-gocr of the future 
will be c-mailing letters home as 
this is purely a technical improve¬ 
ment. Neither have I am argument 
with the RN paying to fty partners 
out to deployed ships, hut I won¬ 
der where the budget will he 
found. 

What I do find unforgivable b 
the repeated suggestion, previous¬ 
ly expounded in PR videos, that 
the next generation warship will 
have single cabins (or Junior 
Ratingv 

In my role as a Ship Inspector at 
CNSA I am closely involved in the 
design of future warships. Our next 
generation big ships nave Junior 
Ratings in Mcssdccks ranging 
from six to 24-man capacity and 
bathrooms where I am trying to fit 
mv sinks, two showers and Mo 
dressing positions in a space 2.5m 

Up until quite recently the 
arrangement and provision of 
ablutions in the LPD(R) would 
have mean! this particular ship's 
company having Call the Hands 45 
minutes earlier than am other ship 
tust to get everyone through the 
nal brooms before Turn lev 

Currently, the future escorts 
undergoing design development 
won't even have Senior Ratings in 
single cabins, never mind Junior 


2SLs office replies The Dear 
Mum letter was originally read 
out by Admiral Bngstocke as a 
slightly less serious element of 
hts address to the Royal Naval 
Benevolent Trust 
Clearly it was a tongue-in- 
cheek way to crystal ball gaie 
into the future and 2010 is not as 
far fetched as it first appears The 
underlying theme of improving 
accommodation and habitability 
m future designs of ships is very 
real Maybe single berth cabins 
for at! is still too high an aspiration 
and. to be fan. the letter does not 
quite say that, but there is no 
question that we must improve on 
the provision in the LPD(R) and U 
Cdr Holden s ingenuity of fitting a 
quart into a pint pot is to be 
applauded. It is for that very rea 
son that 2SL has become fuUy 
involved in laying down the mini¬ 
mum habitability standards m 
future ships and the Type 45 wtU 
be the first surface combatant to 
be cabin and not mess deck- 
based tor the ship s company 
This wilt become the template for 
further improvements in future 
classes, so perhaps the spoof 
article is not so tar wide of the 
mark after all 


Vanguard 

tragedy 

I HE PHOTOGRAPH of HMS 
Vanguard firing her main arma¬ 
ment caused me to reflect on the 
tragedy that this fine, handsome 
and imposing ship was not saved 
for posterity. 

Historically she was highly sig- 
rufk.int being both the last of the 
tine in battleship construction and 
holding the record to date of being 
the largest warship of any type 
built tor the Royal Na\\ 

It was particularly unfortunate 
that her demise im August 4. I960 
vsIk h she made her final voyage 
from PortsmiHith to a Scottish 
breakers yard came shortly before 
the preservation movement in this 
country, whether it be to save war¬ 
ships. steam locomotives or even 
old buses, really began to get seri¬ 
ously underway 

Even so. a certain Ll Cdr Boaks 
had a scheme to preserve 
Vanguard m a specially-built dock 
in the Thames near Waterloo 
Bridge. 

Hud ihis «>i liable 

plan prospered, then Vanguard 
today would assuredly he an 
immense tourist attraction. As Lt 
Cdr Boaks reportedly said: “Every 
visitor to Britain would go straight 
to sec it." - R. D. Hyslop, 
Surbiton. Surrey . 

Anniversary 

present 

I PLACED an advertisement in 
Navy News personal column in 
May or June of 1990: "Attractive 
air hostess seeks dashing young 
Naval officer for air/sca relation¬ 
ship!!" 

I'd just like to inform you that a 
particularly dashing chap replied 
and we've been married for seven 
years this April. 

I didn't keep the particular copy 
and wondercu if you might he able 
to find it in your archives. 

A very big thankyou to Navy 
Nevra for finding this handsome 
hunk! Joanna Pryce. 

Milnathort. Kinross 
Copy found and duly forward 
r d Have ft*** one on //.« - Fri 



Warm appreciation 

WHERE did Tugg gat his inspiration for the Jack* cartoon 
in the December issue (Jack, sweltering under a tropical 
sun, writes home thanking his mum for his Christmas pre¬ 
sent - a Norwegian sweater)? 

During the early part of 1944. serving as a LAF(A) with 
1834 RN Air Squadron on board HMS Victorious operating 
on the Murmansk run. I wrote my mother to knit me a jer¬ 
sey with carpet wool! 

It was as a POAF(A) on our return from operations with 
the BPF in the Pacific after the capitulation of Japan when 
HMS Victorious received delayed mail at Manus Base in the 
Caroline Islands. 

I received a bulky parcel with my jersey inside. Reading 
8 note from my mother explaining how quickly she was 
able to knit the lumper and hoping it would keep me warm 
in the cold weather made me iaugh at the irony. Thanks. 
Tugg. for recalling one of my many fond old memories of 
ago. - J Harmer. LaSalle. Ontario. 


V^long 


SPECIALISTS IN PERSONAL INJURY 
AND MEDICAL NEGLIGENCE CLAIMS 



Contact Elizabeth Caple 

JOHN HODGE & CO. 
SOLICITORS' 

0117 929 2281 


Immediate and FREE initial advice 

Legal Aid • No Win-No Fee 

Member! of The low Society Personal Injury and Med<ol Negligence Panels 


Free Internet for the Navy NOW! 


Fed up with waiting for S L O W connections? When you dial into 
MilNetUK, your call is terminated on a modem in Telehouse in 
London, at the very centre of the Internet 

Visit www.milnet.uk.net 


Our ten ice b tabor Made for ten tcrmrt/vomrn. there is m esupahon sign up* - we do not with to 
know your name and address. (We know you are rightly aervu u s about giving your personal details to 
ttraagtn). 

Oar trrvfce k available lo all members of tbc I K armed forces (serving and retiredtheir families and 
friends 

Every minute one of our subscriber! h ou-line will contribute towards a donation to service charities 
MilNetl K can be used from borne or from work. 

Every subscriber will have 

• t nlimited Internet access 

• t nlimited e-mail addresses using a chokr of domains line I youroame'* roy aLnavy.org. ak) 

• Access to our help bars 

• Support for all modem standards, including ISDN (44k and 128k) 

There are 3 ways la get on line. 

• Send for oor free CD which contains a host of software (eg IE ver 5, Oof look, etch and h easy to 
iastaU. (See below for details of where to write to) 

• Visit our V3 rbsite (www .milnrt.Bk.aet) mad download oar Connection WLiard program. 

• If yon are running 3k iadows 45 or 98, yon already have all tbc software yon need, read tbc small 
print below and get started on MilNcflW today. (Detailed instructions on bow to setap 3*1095*8 
are also on our web site) 

• In ordor lor you to havu access to our hafpint and tec us to aitoctfi your bat e-mat addresses m mute issue 
you with a castomar number and password (We chooaa the number, you choose the pouamord) 

We also author web sites, register domains, and host them on our torvwo. (info, o-mad Jm@rndntLUk.net) 

NO.pmmmmtefwSeeCbuismimMBaidowliatewswmflowsnanli OwAcorns nm*m e0taS43SQM5 niMrWomWMDW 
up Mntofeng you wad to wt uo te </wmarw © ’guesf fu ems* pmwwrd 10 'guesf (tao tWrxM tw quoSmt AhrconrucingS 
tuctensLdMatBsiowsnbm yew e-wal meeds) and brtatar Nbrwmon 

MMeLUK la ■ private Indted Company run by retired uarvicu personnel For hue CD write to MMMMUK. PO Box 4111, 
Blandford Dorset DT11 7YR and quote ref MN2 






































Options 


VY NEWS. APRIL 2000 


www.navxnews.co.uk 


New stage 
reached 
in trials 
on board 

ANOTHER milestone in the 
introduction into Royal 
Navy service of the Merlin 
helicopter came with the 
landing-on of this aircraft in 
HMS Lancaster. 

It was the first time that an 
RN production Merlin had land¬ 
ed on a Type 23 frigate at sea - 
and it was the first time that It 
had happened with an RN pilot 
at the controls. He was Lt Cdr 
Jerry Boddmgton. a former 
Lynx flight commander and 
now a specialist test pilot 
based at Boscombe Down. 

During two days of trials oft 
the South Coast, the aircraft 
of 700M Naval Air Squadron 
tested a new deck handling 
system for the Merlin - 
PRISM, a combination of 
wires and hydraulic winches 
attached to the flight deck, 
hangar and waists 

Lancaster is the first ship to 
be fitted with the equipment 
which costs £1 million per ves¬ 
sel. 

More trials are due to be held 
in July to refine operating lim¬ 
its. and it is hoped that a Merlin 
will be embarked for a joint 
maritime course later this year. 

Following her 14-month refit 
at Devonport. the Portsmouth- 
based Lancaster has complet¬ 
ed three months of trials and 
noise-ranging off Scotland, 
and has conducted Seawolf 
surface-to-air missile trials off 
the South Coast. 

She is due to undergo basic 
operational sea training in May 
and June. 



F Y E 0 

FOR YOUR EYES ONLY 


The ultimate 
tableside dancing 
experience 

Featuring a host of international 
dancers who will visit your table 
and dance exclusively FOR YOU 

FYEO Corporate 

Superb corporate packages, 
including fine dining and exclusive 
VIP suites for the ultimate in style 
and comfort. 


For the most memorable night 
call for details of our group 
packages and 
‘Stag on Stage' feature. 


Our strict house rules always apply 


Southampton 55 London Road Te> 023 8033 5445 
Bournemouth 136 Oid Christchurch Road Tel: 01202 311108 
London Abbey Road. Park Royal Tel: 020 8965 7699 
Opening Soon Mayfair. Croydon. Bnstol. Manchester. Birmingham. Edinburgh 
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Uniform run 
by marathon 
sailors 

TWO SAILORS will he run- 
nine in the London Marathon 
with the Navy on their mind. 

For one. it ‘is a chance to give 
something hack to the Service a* 
he leave*. 

CTO Ian Water hi him: will be 
running hi* first marathon in 
memory of Ll Cdi Jim Acton, who 
died in h earthquake last 

year, and for cx-t.WWTK Tracey 
O'Shea, who died of cancer last 
war 

Money raised by Ian will 
go to King George s Fund 
for Sailors - and with col¬ 
leagues on the staff of Flag 
Officer Surlace Flotilla and 
ships chipping in. he has 
already been promised 
more than £400. 

Anyinic wishing to contribute 
should make cheques payable to 
‘FOSF Central Fund’ and send 
them to ( POWTR 1J. Water- 
house. FOSF HO. PP73A Jago 
Road HMNB Portsmouth. 

PO Andrew Duffy is also mak¬ 
ing the London* event his 
mai.itInm debut - and intends to 
run in hi* tropical white uniform. 

Andrew is raising monev for the 
Sargent C ancer Care for Children, 
and his target is £1.500 

Contact Mkhcllc Levan at the 
charity on 0208 752 2888. 


SEA KING 
PIONEER 
UMTIS 
BACK FOR 
MERLINS 

THE FIRST operational squadron of the Royal Navy 
to be equipped with Sea King helicopters 30 years 
ago is to be reformed and will become the first oper¬ 
ational unit to receive the new Merlin aircraft. 

>: June 1 824 Viv.il Air 
Squadron will commission at 


RN air station Culdrosc for the 
first time since being disband¬ 
ed in 1989. It will be under the 
command of Cdr Phil Shaw, 
formerly CO of 700M 
Squadron, the unit set up to 
trial the Merlin. 

In I99QL 824 was chosen as the 
first front-line unit to operate Sea 
King HAS 1 anti-submarine heli¬ 
copter* and w as embarked in HMS 
Ark Royal. 

Its primary purpose on reform¬ 
ing will he to provide a fully inte¬ 
grated training system for all 
Merlin aircrew and maintainers. 
An advance party was established 
at the beginning of this year, and 
has already started conversion 
training. 

The squadron will be equipped 
with eight Merlin 1IM Mk 1 air¬ 
craft as well as system simulators, 
park-task trainers, computer-based 
training f.urilitics and other tnfcl 
ing media and devices. It will also 
be ready to provide aircraft for 
operational tasking 

f ormed in 1933, 824 NAS was 
equipped with Swordfish torpedo 
bombers during World War II. TWo 
of its aircraft joined HMS 
Illustrious for the historic raid on 
the Italian fleet at IfcfWtQ in I'MIi. 
though for much of the time the 
unit flew from the carrier HMS 
Eagle, and was lost with that ship 
when she was sunk covering a 
Malta convoy in 1*142. 


Reformed soon after, K24 (lew 
from HMS Unicorn on Arctic con¬ 
voy duly, and near the end of the 
war was equipped with Barracuda 
aircraft as part of the British Pacific 
Fleet. In 1958 the wqmdnm con¬ 
verted to helicopters, its first air¬ 
craft being the new Westland 
Whirlwind FfAS 7s, 

■ Ihc 2<hh anniversary of oper¬ 
ating with Sea Harriers wa* being 
celebrated b\ 800 Naval Air 
Squadron at the end of March. It 
became the first embarked Sea 
Harrier Squadron in HMS 
Invincible in 1980. 

FAA Museum’s 
cool facility 

A NEW world class storage facili¬ 
ty b now being used by tnc Fleet 
Air Arm Museum to house ami 
preserve its reserve collection. 

Aircraft stored there include 
some of those which have had to 
be moved out of the Ycovilton 
museum’s Concorde Ifall while it 
IS refurbished a* the site ol a new. 
interactive exhibition. 

The work at the museum forms 
part of a £5.4 million Heritage 
Lottery project. The storage build¬ 
ing ha* been designed with a high 
level insulation anil has eon 
trolled, electronically monitored 
temperature and humidity. That 
will help to ensure a stable envi 
ronment for the preservation of 
artefacts, including aircraft. 


Navy Days ‘will be 
best military show’ 

ORGANISERS of this year s Chatham Navy Days arc predicting 
that it will be the most spectacular military event of the year. 


Chief executive of Chatham 
Historic Dockyard Trust. Joe 
Creighton, said ships from the 
Royal Navy and overseas fleets 
would be supported by one of the 
largest military displays this year at 
the event on May 27-59. 

Air show* arc expected to 
include fishier aircraft as well as 
Sea King helicopter* from 814 and 
819 Naval Air Squadrons, and a 
15 NAS. 


Lym from 815 


A Swordfish 


and Sea Fury from the Fleet Air 
Arm Historic Flight arc also 
expected to take part. 

Activities in the main arena will 
include the Parachute Regiment\ 
Mitt-high training tower - which 
intrepid member* of the public can 
try out. 

Ticket enquiries can be made by 

■ Family ticket competition 
entry form - page 27. 


MONEY FOR OLD ROPE 


THE EXISTENCE of the oldest 
traditional ropemaking con¬ 
cern in Britain - and probably 
the world - has been secured 
with a £200.000 Euro-grant. 

Master Ropemakers Ltd. of 
Chatham Historic Dockyard, 
received the grant from the 
European Regional Develop¬ 
ment Fund to invest in mod¬ 
em technology. The new 
\^quiproent will operate along- 


side the company’s tradition¬ 
al facility where machines 
dating from as far back as 
1811 are still in regular use. 

Rope has been made at 
Chatham since 1618 and the 
ropemakers present building 
dates from 1728. Among the 
contracts being fulfilled is an 
order for rope for the re-rig¬ 
ging of HMS Victory at 
Portsmouth. 


Managing director Colin 
Parr said the grant had 
scotched speculation that the 
Ropery was to close. A fuller 
service would be offered to 
customers, including the 
Royal Navy. 

The building is open to vis¬ 
itors. and details can be 
obtained on 01634 823800 or 
on the website 

t. worldnavalbase. org. ukj 
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iWercy-mission ship 
wins glittering prize 



Group, Commodore 
Niall Kilgour. receives 
the Wilkinson Sword of 
Peace in recognition of 
the Service's humanitar¬ 
ian role in the wake of 
Hurricane Mitch. 


PARENTAL 


When the storm 
devastated Nicaragua and 
Honduras in late 1998. 
Ocean with the frigate HMS 
Sheffield and RFAs Sir 
Tristram and Black Rover 
formed a combined task 


LEAVE FOR 


group which saved dozens 


FORCES 

SERVICE PEOPLE who have children born or adopt¬ 
ed after December 15 last year can now take up to 13 
weeks unpaid parental leave for each of the children 
as a result of new laws. 


of people who had been 
swept out to sea. and 
whose shore parties 
restored power and 
sanitation within days. 

A crucial part was played 
by the Sea King helicopters 
of Ocean s embarked air 
squadrons - 815, 845 and 
847. as well as the troops 
on board. They were 
members of 45 Cdo. 539 
Assault Sqn. 29 Cdo Regt 
RA. Royal Engineers and 
Dutch marines 

The sword, one of three 
awarded annually to each 
of the Armed Forces, was 
presented by Malcolm 
Ordever of Wilkinson's 
while Ocean was alongside 
at her Devonporl base. 

Commodore Kilgour said 
the sword would be 
displayed in one of 
Ocean's main passage¬ 
ways where visitors and 
personnel could see it 

■ Ocean j new task - 
page 25 


It has been made dear that 
members of the Armed Forces 
are nol exempt fan the 
Employment Relation's Act's 
Parental I ca\e 

Rcgulationswhich came into 
force on December 15. 

Parental leave is intended to 
allow parents of either sex. whether 
married or not. to take lime off 
from work to care for a child, as 
kmc as the child is under five or 
under IK if adopted. 

Guidance given to commanding 
officers points out (hat parental 
leave cm oafcl ix: ahea ate de 
applicant has completed a year in 
the Service and that the leave must 


he taken in minimum blocks of one 
week, up to a maximum of four in 
any year. The leave can be post- 
wed for pressing reasons, hut the 
aval Service must respond to 

applications promptly arul nine 

the leave has been authorised it 
can onK Ik c h inged in what arc 
described as 'exceptional circum¬ 
stances * 

Grounds for postponement on 
application might include instances 
where the leave dates coincide with 
operational commitments, a pre¬ 
planned training course, a known 
requirement lot .ill manpower to 
he available for duty, or where a 
minimum manning level must he 
ensured to maintain operational 
effectiveness. 


Savings scheme 
ends with MIRAS 


THE SERVICES Home 
Savings Scheme is closing to 
new savers as a result of the 
Government's decision to 
scrap MIRAS - the system 
which gives mortgage inter¬ 
est relief at source. 

No new savers will he accept¬ 
ed after April I. when MIRAS 
ends. 

The savings scheme has been 
running since 1W2 and was 
designed to encourage Service 
people to save towards buying 
their own property, and to pro¬ 
mt Me home ownership. 

When the savings arc with 
drawn for house purchase, the 
Ministry of Defence augments 
them and the interest with a 
special alowaacc the Hone 

Sax ini's Allowance (USA), a 
taxable benefit calculated 


against the amount of MIRAS 
at the time. 

The end of MIRAS renuwes 
the basis for MSA. and without 
that the Serv ices Home Savings 
Scheme as a whole is not viable. 

However, existing savers, 
and those who gun lhe scheme 
before April I, will he able to 
continue to save in the scheme 
and - up to March 31, 3105 - 
can claim HSA. but only on sav¬ 
ings nude and interest earned 
before April I this year. 

It will no longer be necessary 
to save for five years before 
being able to ckwc the account 
and claim HSA. and from April 
I s.ocrs no lotu’cr have t<’ mk* 
monthly deposits into their 
account. 

More details arc published in 
Joint Service Defence ( ounctl 
Instruction JS 17/2000. 


On postponement, mutu¬ 
ally agreed alternative dates 
must be negotiated, al¬ 
though operational require¬ 
ments could justify pro¬ 
longed deferment. 

Also, there could he grounds to 
recall personnel from pafiMtal 
leave on operational grounds. 

The leave will not count towards 
seniority and pension rights, and 
mu) involve an equivalent exten¬ 
sion of service. 

With proper notice and com¬ 
mand approval, the kavc can pre¬ 
cede or follow maternity kavc or 
normal leave. 

The career of anyone taking 
parental leave must not he alfcetcd 
detrimentally, so people will still he 
considered for promotion and 
appointments while on kavc. 

Present regulations also provide 
for pcopk who have taken parental 
leave to return the gib in which 
they were empkiyed or. il that is 
not practical, then to another suit¬ 
able and appropnatc gib. 

The Naval Service interpercts 
that as a right to return to the pre¬ 
vious isisi but where that is not 
possible, to a post of equal status 
withm the same area. 
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FRAME YO 
wST MEDALS J. 

In minutes, and remove them to wear in seconds. 
Easy quick assembly. - 5 sues available. 

/t«g wflte n set sxx/tl 56mm lOSrnn 155mm 205mm 240mm 
* • oost c* ClJ 95 - C17 50 - Cil 50 • C20 00 rd £21 50 r «pec?wb 
_UMutKnaro/megrtoifliftiiiaioiui_ 

Prices ndude mainland postage add £2 for Ireland Channel islands and 
£5 tor oversees. Chequet/postal orders and craft card payme n t s to 
The Picture Framer. 13 Norfolk Street. Sunderland SRI 1EA 
Tel Fax 0191 5640811 www.medalframing.co.uk 



HOWTO AC^imsr Vnply wvnte your m«U(« T10 tar to 10 mor*i 
bm mx r% mart O «© « 15 wortH) Stnd your cheque or PO 

payable to fiivy News* to. 'Penlnends 1 , Harry News, HMS Nehorv 
Ports m outh POI 3HH Rcphcs to your box number w4i be forwarded on 
ds4y (Payment by credH card *w*ch please me coupon on pefe 4 ) 

HOW TO SEPlT Any person who writes to an advertiser must use a 
scamped envelope beannf the advertisers box number dearly «n the 
bottom left hand comer The fetter should then be enclosed in a second 
e n vefop e and addressed as above Wi cannot fuarantee chat unstamped 
letters wtl be redirected 

r over IS to i 


Name:_Age: 


I Address: 

i 


Tel. No.: 


TWO YOUNG independent single 
mums seeking independent single 
men pcef: 25-40. Box Apr 1. 
GYPSY • 32 singer, wntcr. artist, 
w.l.t.m. sincere sailor for friendship 
relationship. Photo appreciated. 
Box Apr 2. 

SUM BLONDE 57 g.xo.h. seeks 
caring sincere serviceman 
penfnends. Box Apr 3. 

WHITE FEMALE 24 petite fitness 
instructor, interested in Navy life. 
Box Apr 4. 

PROFESSIONAL FEMALE 
w.l.t.m. sincere n/s male 35-45. fur 
friendship Box Apr 5. 

ANDI, 35 female, laish. loveable 
lady seeks fricndsltip/romancc with 
serviceman. Btix Apr 6. 
ATTRACTIVE BLONDE Hue 

eyes female 38 seeks forces penpal 
anywhere. Box Apr 7, 

KAKLN 31 slim attractive brunette 
g.ico.h. w.l. t.m. soulmate friendship 
/relationship. Box Apr N. 
UNLOVING FEMALE 38 
g .s.o h seeks femes penpals aged 
30-3* Box Apr 9. 

BUXOM LADY 40. singk*. w.l.t.m. 
sincere serviceman n/s for friendship 
relationship Box Apr 10. 

SALLY 25 from North West seeks 
23-32 male, friendship/romance. 
Box Apr II. 

YORK. YOUNG 38 female seeks 
mak penpals with interesting live*. 
Box Apr IL 

III I IL 34 divorced nvdher of three 
in London seeks male penpals. 

Box Apr 13. 

301 NO 43 slim Monde attractive 
Lancashire lass <smoker ) seeks 
hands, mie 35+ popcyc. Photo 
appreciated. Box Apr 14. 


TRACEY 34 divorcee, two children. 

v. g.x.o.h. seeks m/f penfnends 
30*40 Box Apr 15. 

TWO BLONDES 24 seek forces 
males for friendship and fun. 
Box Apr 16. 

SINGIT MUM 37 seeks penpal 
with g.s.o.h. for fim/fricndxhip. 

Box Apr 17. 

TWO FEMALES 21. g.s.o.h. 

w. l.t.m. their very own Popeyes. 

Box Apr 18. 

FRIENDLY ATTRACTIVE 
Swedish American military 
nurse wishes correspondence 
with mannev Box Apr 19. 

LADY 35. Nice looks/pervmality. 
own life. Seeks male 
ofOcer/scrviccman. Box Apr 20. 
SARA 34. very slender, would 
he charmed to meet tall intelligent 
manner for corTcspondance/romancc. 
it* Iff -I 


PERSONAL 


DID 301 MHW IN I III 
R03AL NAVY OR 
ROYAL MUUMb IN 10UA3 


I am seeking additional personal 
anecdotes from any cx-tnatelot or 
ex-Royal Marine who served in the 
Korean War for possible inclusion 
in a book about the conflict. 
Telephone ♦ 44 (Oi 1707 394060 


NOTICE 

All adsmisi-menls mbraitlcd f«« entry 
into I he N«sy IVnlncnd C'utumn 

are suhycvted to copy approsal 
.Vary Srm rr*cnr* the nphi tu make 
any amendment* which it cmistdm 
necessary or to edit copy which is m 
excess of the number of words pawl for. 
Plrasr Mir Hr • m kair an rnpmuhilin fm 
Mr nyfwr nr awn r Mr nrpbn mrttrJ. 

Vow flimf be over IS 
to advertise in this column . 


R.N. WIDOW 53. brown hair, 
ha/cl eyes. 5T. slim, smart, honest, 
caring, (unloving. V.G.S.O IL NTS 
lawes walking, cinema, gardening, 
restaurant* and honiehfe W.L.TM 
N/S professional, honest . caring 
serviceman for friendship maybe 
romance. Box No 9679 

Away at Sea? 
lone/y? 

Bored? 

malt, female penpals... 

rim 


f PO Box 20711 
London 
E3 5FB 




Petty Officer's last RAS 

PETTY Officer Carl Haines said farewell to his favourite 
shipborne pastime of RASing (resupplying at sea) by tak¬ 
ing the con during the final evolution of HMS Somerset s 
deployment. 

The ship was taking on supplies from RFA Grey Rover during 
the last pari of her deployment as Atlantic Patrol Ship (South) 
and Carl was given plenty of encouragement by mates on the 
RAS point who were complaining of an unsteady course.* 

PO Haines, who is about to start his final draft at HMS Raleigh, 
took the driving aspect easily in his stride and said: Connlna 
the ship is easy, you should try being in charge of the RAS 
point!’ 


Reserve officer 
pilots Concorde 



• HIGH FLYER: Lt Peter Bonn RNR who is now flying Concorde 
between London , New York and Barbados. 


N aval reserve 

officer Peter Benn 
is a real high-flyer - 
he's just qualified as a 
Concorde pilot! 

The Lieutenant from HMS 
Northwood has just completed 
a conversion course from the 
Airbus A320 and is now flying 
the supersonic jet between 
London. New York and 
Barbados. 

He said: *1 always wanted to 
pursue a career in profes¬ 
sional aviation, but also 
have a strong interest in 
sailing and the sea. Joining 
the Royal Naval Reserve 
allowed me to fulfil both 
ambitions ’ 

Peter qualified as a barrister in 
1987 and went to Oxford Air 
Training School to train as a com¬ 
mercial pilot before joining British 
Airways in 1989. 

His first aircraft wax the Boeing 
737-200 and he went on to the 
Luropcan fly-by-wire Airbus 
before finally converting to 
Concorde. 

In the meantime, Refer joined 
the RNR as a seaman officer in the 
minewarfarc branch of the RNR 
in 1992 and transferred to the 


Public Affairs Branch in 1997 
where he provides media handling 
skills during international exercis¬ 
es and operations and visits by RN 
shins to ports world wide. 

C ommenting on his career, Lt 
Bcrtn said: “I have the best job in 
the world. Concorde is supcib and 
it is a lifetime’s ambition fulfilled 


being able to fly her and to be part 
of the team which operates this 
magnificent aircraft, and the Royal 
Naval Reserve provides a further 
fascinating challenge.** 

J For more information on the 
Rosa I Nasal Reserve call HMS 
Northwood (11923 84346(1 


Chefs compete in 
catering olympiad 


NAVY CHEFS were among the medal winners at a 
prestigious hospitality and catering industry conics! 
held at Earls Court in London. 


Hotclympi.t 2001) saw Service men and women from all 
three Armed Forces competing against some of the country’s 
top chefs. 


WCH Ursula Ball from 
HMS Fearless won a silver 
medal and 1st in Class in the 
'First Course Dishes’ section 
and a certificate of merit and 
Gold Medal for Hygiene in 
the ‘Fungi’ section 
CPO David Galpin from 
the RN Cookery School at 
HMS Raleigh won a Silver 
Medal and 1st in (lass in the 


Senior Fish’ section and a 
certificate of merit. 

HMS Nelson s CH Chris 
Shicls picked up a Hrnn/c 
Medal as part of the Junior 
Cook and Nerve Team. 

And the Royal Marines 
won a Silver Medal in ‘Field 
2000 MIm juibriN .» lull 
menu using the basic equip¬ 
ment available on operations 



• FEELING THE HEAT: WCH Ursula Ball 



CHANGES In Common 
Fleet Time for all Young 
Officers have brought 
together five ‘Skoolies in 
HMS Illustrious. 

Young Officers of the ETM 
sub-branch now go to sea for 
four months to complete their 
task books before entering 
professional training at 
RNSETT and Lts Faye Stiles 
and Sarah Buck |omed the 
ship for her Gulf deployment 

They are pictured with their 
boss. YO Training Officer Lt 
Cdr Steve Tatham. Education 
Oflicer Lt Bev Higson and Lt 
Tom Harrison who is assisting 
Lt Higson and reviewing the 
Navy Star computer system. 


Skoolies go back to sea 


IN BRIEF 


Something to 
smile about 




HMS DRYAD’S Joanne 
Strutt has become the 
younccxl ever winner of the 
KN/kM Sports Lottery - just 
two months after signing up! 

Die 17-ycar-old from 
Ipswich said “I can't believe 
I vc won this amount - it’s 
great. Ill he aWc to pay for 
driving treat my 

friends to an evening out and 
save some for a rainy day.** 


EXPERT assistance to the 
Koval Malaysian Navy earned 
( IN) Paul l di' .i Herbert 
Lott Award from Flag Officer 
Sea Tr.lining. 

CPO Ed*. who is now 
serving in HMS Cornwall, 
trained two crews on hoard 
the RMN Lckieu in all 
aspects of fire-fighting and 
damage control. 


J*—- 



AFTER recruiting 3MI RN 
personnel < 

nns created a vacancy by 
retiring! 

CPO Davies served the 
Navy for 42 years and has 
been a stalwart of the 
Inverness Recruiting Office 
for the last 11 His retirement 
was marked by a visit from 
Director Naval Recruiting. 
Commodore Anthony Chilton. 



ONE OF the longest serving 
instructors at KN Air Stain in 
Culdrosc has been awarded 
the Imperial Service Medal. 

Guy Broughton joined the 
Fleet Air Arm as a pilot in 
|9f»| and flew Wessex and 
Wasp helicopters before 
becoming Cnief Ground 
Instructor, and the medal 
recognises his 25 years in the 
C i\ if Service. 

Culdrosc CO Commodore 
Tom Hogg, said: “Guy will 
forever he part of my memo¬ 
ries of the early days of flying 
training and he is part of the 
fabric of natal service for 
many of us here at Culdrosc.” 
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People in the News 





• TAKING NO CHANCES: BBC Weatherman David Brain* 


TV weatherman 
calls at Culdrose 

BBC WEATHERMAN David Braine was a familiar 
face among 100 RNR officers who visited Culdrose 
air station for a training weekend. 

David is a member ol the RNR Air Branch, which was 
formed in 1960 to provide a pool of experienced men and 
women to support regular forces during peacetime and 
taka over key roles in times of crisis or tension. 

And the training allowed stall at RNAS Culdrose to 
bring the visiting officers up-to-date with the latest naval 
policies and operational activities. 

VIPs at the training weekend included the Chief of 
Defence Intelligence. Rear Admiral Sir Alan West. Flag 
Officer Naval Aviation. Rear Admiral lain Henderson and 
Lady Mary Hotborow, Lord Lieutenant of Cornwall. 


Veteran is first 
to gain from new 
pet passport law 


Chaplains 
gather at 
Lympstone 

ALL NINL Commando- 
trained RN Chaplains were 
brought together for a special 
occasion at CTC Lympstone. 

The Chaplains, who have all 
completed the All Arms 
Commando Course which entitles 
them to wear the Green Beret, 
wn narkiai the idkwwni 

Senior Chaplain Wynne Junes 


D -DAY VETERAN Trevor Ireland was the first person in the UK to benefit 
from the introduction of a 'pet passport' scheme which radically changes 
the UK's law on quarantine. 


Lympstone is the home of 
Commando Training and 
Chaplain Junes and the visit was 
hosted by CTC’s resident 
Chaplain FVtcr Sam. 



The former Royal Marine, 
who is blind. visiLs Normandy 
every year lo commemorate 
the officers and men of 18 
Commando who died in the 
front-line of the D-Day inva¬ 
sion. 

Kir the last five years he has 
campaigned for the right to take 
hts guide dog Aden with him and 
he finally won a disnens.ition from 
the House ol Loidft lor hts latest 
trip, which took place before the 
new law came into effect on 
March I. 

Aden had a senes ol hktnd tests 
and wus vaccinated against rabies 
before being fitted with a 
microchip which confirms his 
identity and allows custtuns and 
excise officers to check his 
vclchnrary records. 


• Trevor Ireland returns from Normandy with his guide dog Aden. 
the first animat to benefit from a new pet passport' scheme. 


And when Mr Ireland returned # GREEN BERETS : Senior 
to the Portsmouth three Royal Chaplain Wynne Jones (top 
Marines from asvuilt ship I IMS left) with the eight other 
Fearless and five RM buglers were Commando-trained RN 

there lo welcome him. Chaplains at CTC Lympstone. 



MALTA 

Unbeatable Ho lid ays 

The Royal Navy is the strongest bond between Britain and 
Malta. The centuries-old warmth, friendliness and respect 
of the British and Maltese people for each other is 
recognized and admired the world over. 

In celebration of the year 2000, we offer unparalleled 
Malta holidays with very special benefits for members of 
the Royal Navy, their families and friends who book 
7 or 14-day Unimar Malta holidays before May 31 rt , 2000. 



For Your bargain Malta Holiday call us on 020 8989 2256 Fax:020 8530 7991 


IULIUMT 3/n 

For Booking and Brochure contact 
UNIMAR HOLIDAYS. RAY POWELL TRAVEL LTD. 
42. HIGH STREET WANSTEAD. 

LONDON Ell 2RJ vfi 
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surveys test Endurance 




CE PATROL ship HMS Endurance made a rare port visit to Argentina , 

sir 


I - only the second by an RN ship since 1982 - after crossing the 
Atlantic on her way to Antarctica. 

Unusually fine weather during the three-week voyage gave her ship s company several 
chances to swim as she crossed the equator and Endurance made her first call at the 
Argentinian port of Mar del Plata. 


The ship’s company enjoyed a warm wel- 
ral people who were j 


come from local i 


■ also paying 


• HANDS TO BATHE: Sailors from HMS Endurance take advantage of 
unusually warm weather to enjoy a swim on their way to Argentina. 


al peopl 

host to a group of British Falkland* veterans 
After passage through the Douglas Strait 
which looks like a flooded volcano, between 
Thule and Cook islands, she dropped 12 men 
at the aptly-named Bleaker Island to survey 
uncharted waters alone for six weeks. 

Moving further south past the first ice hergs, 
HMS Endurance entered the pack tec and 
broke her way through to the Filchncr Ice 
Shelf where she was joined bv the British 
Antarctic Survey vessel Ernest Shackleton. 

Endurances two modi lied Lynx helicopters 
were then used lo establish a 750-drum fuel 
dump on the ice shelf for teams penetrating 
towards the South Pole and enjoyed a light¬ 
hearted game of ‘ice rugby’ afterwards. 

The next job for HMS Endurance was a sur¬ 
vey of the volcanic South Sandwich Islands 
and then on to South Georgia to pick up some 
eagerly-awaited mail. 


in nr, 

due to visit the remote island of Tristan Da 
C'unha where the Royal Navy has been 
helping to construct a new hurfatur after the 
old one was destroyed b\ lava flows from the 
volcano. 


ia 

ain 


of HMS 

Endurance, Captain Andrew Dickson, 
said: "This is a spectacular and fasci¬ 
nating region. The environment in the 
Antarctic is magnificent with glaciers, 
icebergs and ice floes on a scale 
which is awe-inspiring. 

"The penguins and seals are not used to 
human company and arc delightfully inquisi¬ 
tive It von sit down ncarbv tnev .ill wamta 
over for a chat with you!” 

~Wc have had a wonderful as well as busy 
time and we arc now very much looking 
forward to home and seeing families again in 
May.” 


Lynx flys to Singapore 


A LYNX helicopter from HMS 
Coventry was flown all the way 
to Singapore to support British 
industry at an international air 
show. 

But it didn’t have to make the 
long journey under its own power - 
the helicopter was loaded on board 
an Ilyushin transport aircraft for the 
flight to Singapore. 

On arrival it was reassembled by 
202 Flight (Flight Commander, Lt 
Paul Allen, pilot Lt Greg Sopinski 
and the helicopter s ground crew) 
and transferred to Lion City. 


And for the next three weeks the 
helicopter took part in spectacular 
daily flying displays during the 
'Asian Aerospace event and 
attracted many thousands of 
visitors to their static display. 

The deployment was organised 
by the Defence Export Sales 
Organisation and Lt Allen said: “lt*» 
been an ideal opportunity to show 
off the Lynx in this area where there 
is a lot of potential for future sales. 
It s been an interesting exercise and 
there has been some fun to be had 
as well!” 




f C : 


\ • 
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Sutherland 
strikes deep 


HMS SUTHERLAND has 
won an award for the large 
number and high success rate 
of anti-submarine attacks car¬ 
ried out last vear 

the ships skill ;.t VE< IV 
(vectored attacks) on submarines 
have earned the ship the Kelvin 
Hughes Trophy. 

VECTACx involve the ship 
detecting a submarine using sonar 
and guiding a helicopter to its 
position where a depth charge or 
torpedo is dropped. 

The trophy was handed-over to 
Sutherland’s CO, Cdr Rupert 
Wallace tn Ml II 
Richardson. Executive Manager 
of Kelvin Hughes Naval Systems. 

Also present were Sutherland’s 
XO. Lt C’dr David Fields. 
PWOfU) Lt Cdr Tony Watts. Fit 
Cdr Lt Jerry Tribe and Fit 
Observer 1.1 Alan Kent (both of 
815 NAS whose motto is ‘Strike 
Deeper’) CPO(S) Tim Allport. 
C’POfR) R*>bcrt Lcarmount. 
POfS) Andrew Wcaihcrlcy. 
LOM(UW) Nicholas Exlcy. 
LOM(UW) Julian Lee. and 
OM(UW)s Paul Guppy. Martin 
Collier-West. Gary Jones and Paul 
fcvsam. 

Charity sail 

UP TO 20 vessels from the 
RNVR Yacht Chib arc Hiring 
part in a fund-raising sail to 
Alderney' from May 26 to 2K. 

The event is in aid of the Jubilee 
Hailing Trust and the entrance fee 
of £25|per boat and £20 per person 
includes mooring in Alderney, 
prizes, dinner, and entertainment 

Anyone wanting to to join m 
should contact Katherine Bridge 
at 0 k* Jubilee Sailing trust on 
1123*1 449 I ok or Ian Dickinson of 
the RNVR Yacht C lub on 01481 
823 322. 


gy&dtest dU vf is 

tv T^yitisk umOoh in tjvus tf\)itt 



T he Royal British Legion is the leading charity safeguarding the welfare , interests and memory of those 
who have served in the armedforces. 

Remrml>cring The Royal British Legion in your Will is a fitting tribute to those who died to present- our freedom. It is also 
a symbol of hope for the thousands of people who rely on the Legion today, and to those now serving who will turn to us for 
help in the future. 

The people who live in our homes, those we help to claim their war pensions, and the many disabled ex-Service men and 
women wr provide with mobility aids, have all been helped by The Royal British legion. All this lias been made jxissiblc 
through public generosity during the Poppy Appeal and those who support the lxginn in other ways, for example, through 
a gift in their Will. 

The Royal British legion's informative new guide to making a Will not only offers important advice but is also extremely 
useful if you arc thinking of altering your Will. It highlights the importance of our work and how by remembering 
fbe Royal British legion in your Will you could enable this work to continue for many years. 

For a complimentary copy of our new Will guide, please call Rrrdita Chamberlain on 020 7973 7297. 

Or, complete the coupon below and return it to: 

The Royal British Legion, FREEPOST [SWT345], Dept FR, 48 Pall Mall, London SW1Y 5YT. 


) ES y please send me my Complimentary Will guide. 

Title: Mr/Mn/Mtu tmUiLs _ Surname _ 

Addms _ 

_ fostcodc _ 

I lease rrturn to: 'Hie Royal British I/*gion, 

FREEPOST (SWI345], Dept FR, 48 Pall Mall, l»ndon SWIY 5YT. Rrguirrrd charity number 219279 



c fhe Mfavt-tj oj those who died, lives on it* those who need ns toddy. 
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AIR-TO-SURFACE MARINE 


GOING DOWN ... a Royal Marina of 45 
Commando abseils in dramatic style from 
one of the helicopters of Yeovil!on-based 
845 Naval Air Squadron undertaking exer¬ 
cises at 45 s base at RM Condor. Arbroath. 

Five of the squadron s Sea King Mk 4s. 


with supporting around crew, were put 
through an intensive training package In 
Scotland. It included km-ievel navigation 
sorties, navigating with night vision goo¬ 
gles. flying on electronic warfare ranges in 
Northumbria, fighter evasion with Hawk air¬ 


craft and load lifting from the disused air¬ 
field at Condor. 

Finally, the helicopters were deploye d 
Into the field to exercise with X-ray and Zulu 
companies of 45 Cdo. 

Picture LA(PMOT) ten Rtchsrdw 


Seafaring 
thoughts 
could win 
a grand 

The Marine Society is offering 
two prizes of £I,UK) each to 
encourage debate on the chal¬ 
lenges and opportunities open 
to seafarers in the 21st century. 

The Thomas Gray Pn/c for pro- 
fcwitNial seafarers and the Marine 

Sock ij) i*i fan fbi epee eelriai wM 

he awarded for the presentations 
which best reflect our era of 
increasing globalisation, interna¬ 
tional labour mobility and rapid 
tcchnokigicul change. 

F.nlrics in the Qualified 
Professional Seafarer category 
nest hold a arieketMi of as Officer 
of the Watch Certificate (deck or 
engineering) and their suhmivsions 
should be up to 5.000 words. The 
limit in the open category is 10.0(0 
words 

Winners may he asked to prv 
sent their entry at the Royal 
Society f«* the encouragement of 
Arts. Manufacture and Co m merce 
(RSA) in London. 

Five copies of each entry must 
he submitted to The Marine 
Society. 202 Lambeth Road. 
London. SCI 7JW by the end of 
this year. For more details, write to 
the above address, (id. 020 7251 
9535) ore-mail: 

r/ufto marint'VHfctx.orx 


Options 


Damage control 
kits will give 
first-aid to ships 

SHIPS of frigate size and above are to be equipped with sets of damage control 
equipment for structural repairs and the rescue of personnel. 

After an inherent weakness 
in the Reel’s damage cunt nil 
capability was identified. Inals 
have shown that existing, com¬ 
mercial hydraulic cutting and 
spreading equipment is practi¬ 
cal for use on board ship. 

The equipment is powered by a 
small, lightweight, air pump with 
air from EDHA bottles or front 
Ihc ship's own supply. 

Ntm 58 of the kits are available 
and take the form of an aluminium 
box containing a combined cutting 
and spreading tool, a handpump. 
an air-driven pump, a two-stage 
prevsure reducer, a hydraulic loot 
pressure relief tool and adapters 
and hoses Tor connecting lo an air 
MippJy. 

More details an* published in 
RN Defence Council Instruction 
25/20(0. 


RADIATION DOSES') 

ARE CUT BY MOD 


RADIATION dose limits for 
Ministry of Defence person¬ 
nel have been cut by a third. 

New regulations have 
reduced MODS whole-body 
dose limit from 30 milli- 
Sieverts per year to 20 mSv. 

The change follows a 
revised. EU-led international 
framework for radiation pro¬ 
tection. The limits also apply 
to contractors and visitors. 

Details are published in 
General Defence Council 
Instruction 4/00. 

Pre-1979 dose data held by 


MOD is to be computerised 
and transferred to (he 
National Registry for Radia¬ 
tion Workers. 

Anyone employed on radi¬ 
ation work before 1980 and 
who does not wish to have 
their data transferred, may 
opt out by writing to the 
Dosimetry Manager, App¬ 
roved Dosimetry Service. 
DERA Radiation Protection 
Services. Institute of Naval 
Medicine. Crescent Road. 
Alverstoke, Gosport. Hants. 
PQ12 2DL. 


Paul the Fearless modeller 



FOR THE first time. Apache attack helicopters 
have been embarked in the assault ship HMS 
Fearless - not in the full-size vessel, but in this 
1/96th scale model which won first prize at the 
East Midlands Model Show. 

The meticulously detailed model, shown at sea* in our 
picture on the right, was built by Paul Williams, the son 
of an ex-Royal Marine, who over a year constructed it 
from scratch using a commercially available hull, draw¬ 
ings of the ship and photographs taken at Navy Days. 

Paul took his model on board the real Fearless and is 
shown above demonstrating it to her Commanding 
Officer. Capt Chris Parry while the ship was in 
Portsmouth 

Paul’s Fearless, which is 95 per cent complete, is 
radio controlled and has a fully working ballast system 
to flood the dock, a working stem door and landing 
craft. Pommourn pcu» LWfPNOV &***» Woods 





INTERNATIONAL FLEET REVIEW 


Our new 48 page format will maintain the high 
standards set by the quarterly Warships IFR. 
The same top team will bring you the same 
superb articles, fantastic photos and expert 
news analysis of global events. 


www.warshipsifr.com 


This interesting magazine includes: 

• A modern up-to-date review of the world's navies. 

• Spotlights the latest developments in international naval forces. 

• Covers current defence issues and has comments by leading analysts. 

Available at all good newsagents — Price: £2.95 


Special Offer: 

Place a subscription and receive 7 issues for the price of 6. 

Write to the address below quoting Ref: NN2 to take advantage of this offer. 

Subscription rates: £17.70 for UK, £25 for Overseas. 

Payment by Cheque (Sterling) made payable to HPC Publishing 
OR Mastercard. Visa and Switch. 


For subscriptions or a sample issue . write to: 

HPC Publishing, (NN2) Drury Lane, St Leonards-on-Sea, 
East Sussex. TN38 9BJ. 

Tel: (0)1424 720477 Fax: (0)1424 443693 
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• FIJI: A member of the Fiji Bend performs on the opening 
night of the Edinburgh Military Tattoo in Wellington. 



Replica Model of Type 23 “Duke Class” Frigate 

SUlcit ate lured uu in while metal and iltrti lured painted. 
Retreated in 1 ?<JOih vale the modd measure* 7.5* and n mounted 
on a wooden plinth 11* x V complete with nameplate 

£39.95 

A« iiUI 4 r ju: 

IIMS I .***..„ V. tUk. 
Aipfl vum-I** 
M,*ww,wMh Sim**** 
V««iiwM*rf S.*rrKumK ,l«n.i 
KhiHniwal Stu rn o (rfihin 
WtrtimJ lUw «wl n-iUnJ 

l» nnlrt own nwwlrl umph «rrvl own name, whimt jih! dartmar irhyhnnc numKrt. 
jinny. with own ihwfl Jup iru.twit prmuni number and llqthi link 1.0.) «tt!t ihu(w 
«w itnia 4 aid duaiK ima/mMciunii to 

Angela Bowler, Skrim Lid, Park llnuvc, 25 Park Road, 
Loughborough, Ixtcs. LEI 1 3ED 
Tel: 01509 233298 Fax: 01509 2103.56 



Take off! 


at the West Country's best aviation attraction 








• SPECTACULAR: The Band ot Her Majesty 's Royal Marines performs with the Scots Guards Band in the new Westpac Stadium In 
Wellington. New Zealand. The back-drop was a full-scale replica ot Edinburgh Castle, complete with ramparts! 


Marines raise the 
roof - and £90,000 
for good causes 

ROYAL Marines Bandsmen delighted 15,000 music 
lovers during three sell-out performances at the Albert 
Hall and raised over £90,000 for charity in the process. 


The Massed Bands of the 
Royal Marines played to a 
capacity audience of 5,100 
people every night during 
the annual Mountbatten 
Festival of Music. 

Highlights included themes 
from West End shows, 
music from the film 
Schindler’s List, traditional 
Irish dancing and The 
Chosln Few', a tribute to the 
British and American 
marines who fought at the 
Chosin Reservoir in Korea 


by the Corps of Drums under 
Capt Paul Weston 
HORM's C/Sgt Gareth 
Davies, who has adminis¬ 
tered the festival for the last 
ten years, said: "It's difficult 
to say what people enjoyed 
the most but the Chosin Few 
was an incredibly Impressive 
and visual display of stick 
drill and the Irish dancing 
was extremely popular.* 4 
Sargent Cancer Care for 
Children and over 20 Service 
charities will benefit. 



THE FIRST SEA Lord. Admiral Sir Michael Boyce, took a 
behind-the-scenes look at the Royal Marines School of 
Music during a recent visit to Portsmouth. 

After talking to staff and cadets ha was given a tour ot the 
School including the workshop where Instruments are repaired. 

Admiral Boyce was somewhat shocked when one of the repair¬ 
ers smashed a brass instrument on a desk, but it was all to prove 
that almost all dents can be removed in the hands of a craftman. 
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MERCHANT NAVY 


E-MAIL: reservations®mnhotel.org.uk 


Reproduced by kit id permission of P&O 

Wine, Dine and Stay in Comfort at 

YOUR OWN PORT OF CALL 
IN LONDON 

Experience Our High Standard of Service 
And Fine Cuisine 

Open to all serving seafarers and their dependant 
families, Ex-Seafarers with more than 5 years service 
may apply for free Honorary Membership. 

19-21 Lancaster Gate, London VV2 3LN 
Close to the IM?s# End of Umdon and Paddington Station with its 
fast connection to Heathrow 


Submarine Service^ 
has a new march 


THE SUBMARINE Service celebrates its 
100th anniversary next year anti among its 
birthday presents will be a new march for the 
next Millennium. 

Eight musicians from different Royal Marines 
bands composed pieces to mark the occasion, and 
they were judged by a panel of experts which includ¬ 
ed broadcaster Richard Baker and Hag Officer 
Submarines. Rear Admiral Rob Stevens. 


The winning composer was Musician Martyn 
1 [uncock from the CTC'RM and his piece, which w ill 
be entitled The Jolly Roger' if copyright allows, will 
premiere at the Mount bill ten Festival next year. 

_i The Submarine Service was founded in 191)1 
with the launch of NM Submarine Torpedo Boat 
No ! The Holland", more commonly known as 
Holland l. Holland 1 is now on display at the 
Submarine Museum in Gosport. 


V 


# DECISION TIME: The judges, including Richard Baker and FOSM (centre) 
listen to the new marches at the RM School of Music at Portsmouth. Picture la(Phot) Dave hunt, sfpu 


The Edinburgh tattoo 
also included musicians 
from Fiji and New Zealand 
and it began with a Maori 
welcome and a massed 
’kapa haka’ t a traditional 
Maori dance. 


* KAPA MAKA: A Maori 
dancer (above) welcomes 
performers and spectators to 
the four-day Edinburgh 
Military Tattoo in Wellington. 
New Zealand: The event saw 
the largest contingent of mili¬ 
tary musicians to leave the 
UK since World War it 

m DRUM MAJOR: WO Andy 
Bridges leads the Massed 
Bands of Scotland , England 
and New Zealand on the 
opening night of the tattoo in 
the Westpac Stadium . 

• SCHOOL: Cpf Gary Neary 
(left) gives some instruction 
on the playing of military 
drums to children at the Nutt 
international School in 
Wellington, 


T HE BAND of Her Majesty's Royal Marines based 
at HMS Raleigh provided the backbone of the 
largest contingent of military musicians to 
leave the UK since World War IL 


They formed part of a 
280-strong contingent who 
flew out to New Zealand to 
take part in the Edinburgh 
Military Tattoo. 

The Scottish Regiments 
have eight Pipe and Drums 
Bands and six of them 
were made available to 
travel to New Zealand. 

They included the Pipes 
and Drums from the Black 
Watch, the Argyll and 
Sutherland Highlanders 
and the King’s Own 
Scottish Borderers. 

As well as the Royal 
Marines Band Plymouth, 
bands were also made 
available from the Scots 
Guards and the bands of 
the Highland and Lowland 
Division, 

The Edinburgh Military 
Tattoo was staged at the 
new Westpac Stadium in 


Piety res by CPO 
(PHOT) Wayne 


Wellington, home of Jonah 
Lomu's rugby team the 
Wellington Hurricanes. 

The event was originally 
planned to last for three 
days but was extended to 
four by popular demand, 
and it sold out every night. 

Preparations for the tat¬ 
too included the building 
of a full-scale replica of the 
front of Edinburgh Castle 
complete with ramparts 
and a one o'clock gun. 

The tattoo was funded by 
Air New Zealand {who paid 
all air fares) and festival 
organisers in Wellington 
and more than 1,100 per¬ 
formers took part. 


THE MERCHANT 
NAVY HOTEL 


















































m*w*h*. navyiu'ws. co . h k 


VY NEWS. APRIL 2WKI 


Options 4" 1 


Helping Hands 



Sporting 
events 
yield cash 

CLYDE Naval Base employ¬ 
ees rose to a challenge from 
RN PTIs - and rowed to a 
Mai of CljOOO foi PifUandi 
Si bool tor chidroa w ith sfx 
cial needs. 

More than 2(BI people answered 
the challenge, and rowed 408 
miles between them - the cquiva- 
lent of a trip from hislanc to 
Bristol - in 12 hours. 

Another sporting event held at 
the Scottish base yielded cheques 
totalling more than £5,000. 

The bulk of the money, raised at 
a charity boxing night at I IMS 
Neptune, was spin between King 
George 'ft bund lot Sailors (KGFS) 
and the Yorkhill Children\ 
Hospital in Glasgow. 

KGFS is a charit> fund which 
makes grants to organisations 
helping seafarers who find them 
selves in trouble, whether RN. 
merchant navy or fishermen. 

The lull Royal Navy boxing 
squad turned out for this annual 
event, which featured one repre¬ 
sentative from IIMS Neptune. 

A further cheque, for 1800. was 
donated to the West of Scotland 
Amateur Boxing Association. 


Tough guys with 
hearts of gold 



WELCOME ASHORE! 

The Royal Allred was established in 1865 to alleviate distress among 
seafarer, both serv ing and retired, and their w idows. 

Today the Society provides lull nursing care, as well as residential 
and sheltered accommodation, at establishments in rural Surrey and in 
Eastbourne Convalescent and respite core is also available. 

For further information, including the availability of accommodation, 
please contact the General Secretary. 



Royal Alfred 

SEAFARERS’ SOCIETY 

Wetton Acres Room 30. Woodmensteme Lane. Ben steed Surrey SM7 3MB 
Te# 01737 352231 Chanty 208776 

Mr rrh keanlt mpon donation* and Ir facte* la acktere oar ckaniabU ob/ech 
Pirate kelp mi now nak roar gift, and remember ike Society ia your wiil 



Fiddler 
on the March 


Sir Vivian Dunn 


Derek Oakley 


... tm rtlMi nmir to it 



A RfaturapItY ti Star 

Vivian Dunn 

KCVO OBI FRAM R\t 
by Derek Oakley vim 

The unique and 
fascinating story of 
Sir Vivian Dunn, 
violinist. composer. 
conducUir. arranger. 
KMI Gold Disc award 
winner and Director 
of Music in two 
Royal Yachts and 
nvis lariquunf - the 
Doyen of British 
Military Musicians. 

Ilardbark 

2$2 k i‘K >mm. i«mi pegrv. 
7*» photograph* 


Please complete and return to: 

hintnri iuUrctkm. ho Mayford Road. h»ndon SWll 8SN 
miTNONL OlO 8f»7t 6157 

Please send me copy/les of t iddler on ihr March at 

♦ I2.96 pApiLii.«|ol: o/wai C19.95 ♦ fL<»P&P 

I enclose I K cheque/1*0/ money order for L 
payable to Fostnev ( ollcrtkin 

MOftV l BlOlt ( lllit Alto MlinO 


I floor 


• Herd men: LPT 
My nett . LOM Mills 
and OM Robbins, of 
HMS Sheffield, after 
the event. 


NAVY hard men lined up 
to test their mettle and bat¬ 
tle Ihe elements - and to 
prove just bow kind-heart¬ 
ed they are. 

teams from HMS Sheffield 
and BN air station Ycovilton 
took part in the annual Tough 
Guy Challenge. widely 
acknowledged to he the hard¬ 
est assault course in the world. 

More than 5.000 entrants 
braved the Staffordshire mud 
to undertake a gruelling cross¬ 
country run - including a 45- 
degree hill on 13 occasions - 
followed by a two-mile Killing 
Fields assault course, featuring 
three times as mam obstacles 
as the Royal Marines (raining 
course. 

It included huge climbing 
fra me v rope bridges, a barbed- 
wire crawl, fields of deep mud. 
a tunnel crawl, wading through 
freezing Likes and a dive under 
a bridge. 

The nine from HMS 
Sheffield - believed to be the 
first ship's company team to 
have entered - completed the 


course and raised more than 
ttjOOO toe the Sheffield 
Childrens Hospital Appeal 
and the Devon Air Ambulance. 

Those who took pin were 
RPC) McLachlan, LPT Mynett. 
LS James. LOMs I van* and 
Mill*. LWEM Hoyle aad < »m 
G a/c. French und Robbins 

The 11 entrants from 
Ycovilton, duhhed ihe Duckcn 
and Divers, were the third 
team from the air establish¬ 
ment to enter the competition 
- hut this year's event was 
deemed the toughest yet. 

The Duckers and Divers 
raised more than £650 for vari¬ 
ous charities, including the 
Mane Cunc Inundation and 
the lettenhall Horse Sanctuary 
at OftcJ Perion. venue for Ihe 
event. 

The Ycovilton team consist¬ 
ed of 1.1 Ian Ahson. WOs Dove 
Circen and Steve W(M>ton. 
CPOft Steve Fcarn. Adev 
Bowen. Andy Powell, Stu 
Rogers, Phil Copley. Wayne 
Konavanc and Rob Mounquy, 
and PO Mai Teague. 


RAF man is all at sea 



• Unfamiliar rig: RAF CpI Wei Weston . 


ONE OF the Navy 's biggest crit¬ 
ics in Gibraltar has been given 
the opportunity Inexperience life 
at sea - and all in a good cause. 

RAI ( pi We# A 

up many hours of taking the mickey 
over the pist two vears. 

So Radio BIBS 

Gibraltar's station assistant latum 
Dodd, who is married to a RN charge 
chief, called his hlufT and arranged 
for Wcz to he kidnapped and dressed 
in No. Ks to spend a day on a live fir¬ 
ing exercise with TYpe 23 frigate 
HMS Marlborough 

When We/ returned - rather green 
about the gilts, according to soak 
observers - he said: "The guys were 
absolutely fantastic and k»okcd after 
AC 90 well 

"It was the experience of a life¬ 
time. but I'm not sure I’ll be changing 
allegiance - I can't get used to a cap 
without a peak." 

Ihe Kidnap, and all the other asso¬ 
ciated stunts organised on the Knek 
by BFBS during their on-air fund 
raising, helped raise a record £2h.(XM! 
lor the British Wireless for the Blind 
Fund. 


Closing in 
on a million 

A NAVY man is aiming to 
break an unofficial world 
record - and lose a bit of 
weight into the bargain. 

As Navy News went to 
press. CPO Phil White was 
approaching the end of hit 
dash to one million metres 
on his Concept II indoor 
rower. 

Averaging 16.000m a 
day, Phil hopes to raise 
around £400 for Radio 
Haslar Hospital, and has 
already lost two stone In a 
bid to aurprlae his girl¬ 
friend, who Is serving in 
HMS Endurance. 

The current record, from 
purchase of machine to 
one million metres, it 80 
days, according to the 
manufacturers. Phil hopes 
to do It In |ust over 60. with 
the last 20,000m being 
completed at HMS Sultan, 
where he works 

Potential sponsors can 
contact Phil at HMS Sultan 
ext 2790. 



• Chain gang: The cyclists from 349 B Flight 
pictured with HMS Illustrious . 


In Brief 


Take the high road 

A HELICOPTER from 771 Naval Air Squadron 
helped launch a 3.000-mik Millennium Challenge 
walk to fund pilgrimages and holidays for sick, 
handicapped and terminally ill people 

The Sea King, from RN air station Culdrosc 
flew to Uind s Liul to mark the start of the "Across 
the Roof of Britain" walk to Cape Wrath 

Organised hv Peter Mciiowan. a former Might 
Sergeant with RAF Mountain Rescue, the seven- 
month trek is aiming to raise £250.tN)C) for 
ACROSS, which uses special jumbulances* to 
undcrt.ikc inns abmad. Peter's niece. SLt Angela 
McGowan, who was on (light grading at Cuklmac. 
joined the helicopter crew for the flight. 

For further information, contact the ACROSS 
Trust at Bridge House. 70-72 Bridge Road. Last 
Molesey. Surrey KTK 'HIF. 

Generous Drake 

NEW RECRUITS from HMS Raleigh s Drake 
Division presented a cheque for £750 to the 
Royal National Institute for the Blind. 

The money, raised by Naval students at a 
variety of events over the past couple of 
years, was handed to RNIB volunteer Janet 
Stonestreet - wife of PO Mick Stonestreet. an 
instructor with Drake Division. 

Three-car trick 

THREE winners were put in the driving scat when 
the latest SSAbA Forces Help cur draw was made. 
Top prize was a VW (kill. with runnervup getting 
VW Polos - and more than £85,0(1) was raised for 
SSAFA tom Help 

Sussex stroll 

A 12-MILE sponsored walk from Brighton to 
Newhaven raised £100 each for the RNLI and 
Age Concern. The walk was organised by Mid 
James Fraser, supported by members of the 
Sussex University RN Unit. 

Watching brief 

AN AUDIO and visual survcilLincc system lor the 
Rainbow Centre. Fureham. has been designed and 
built by sailors on an artificer apprenticeship course 
at HMS Collingwood. allowing staff to watch chil¬ 
dren. who have cerebral palsy. without disruption. 

Marathon man 

CHIEF Taff Elliot plans to run in this month s 
London Marathon to raise money for the King 
George's Fund for Sailors. Anyone wishing to 
support him should make donations payable 
to HMS Argyll Central Fund', attention 
CPOMEMfL) Tati Elliot, at the CPOs Mess. 
HMS Argyll, BFPO 210. 

Fishing for money 

THE Lincolnshire branch of SSAFA Forces I Iclp is 
hoklinK a chanty fly-fishing competition on May 13 
at Rutland Water. Entry form, rules and competi¬ 
tion details from Col David Jolley, SSAFA Forces 

ikip w.ndmili ( tom, Hotomch, i tom PI 12 

7NX, enclosing a stumped addressed envelope. 

New OC pays a call 

THE CHILDREN S Hospice South West has 
received £717, proceeds of the Amphibious 
Trials and Training Unit Royal Marines' 
Christmas charity auction The cheque was 
handed over by Stewart White, a MOD Guard 
Service security officer, who bid £30 to act as 
Officer Commanding for the day. 

Valuable Defiance 

\ COLLECTION to Dtfhanr Building at 
Devunport, organised by Head Messenger Dave 
Batten, boosted the Asthma in Oukiren fund at 
l>cmford Hospital. Plymouth. When atklcd to 
funds raised by PO Manes and fellow engravers at 
CFM's workshop, the total topped £467. 

CFM(D)’» other main charity i% l orn*cause 
School for children with learning disabilities at 
Ptympton, which benefits from both fund-raising 
and practical help using the Navy's engineering 
expertise. 


Air team aids 
Dreamflight 


MEMBERS of a Naval Air Squadron have 
raised £1,400 for a children's charity with an 
international sponsored cycle ride. 

Twelve men from 849 B Flight, embarked in 
HMS Illustrious, rode the 545 miles from 
Barcelona in Spain to La Rochelle in France in 
six days, crossing the Pyrenees at 7,000ft. 

The ride, organised by CPOs Long and 
Egan, raised money for Dreamflight. which 
takes incurably sick children on holiday to 
Disneyland. 
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not available 
on Civvy Street 


Exclusive talk time offer 

One month's complimentary talk time on 
Everyday 50, Talk 30,120 and 400. 


Special savings on phones 

25% off all phones costing £99.99 or less. 


Complimentary handset 

Choose from a selected dual or single band phone. 



; 1 i 4K 


No connection charge 

Saving you £35 (me. VAT). 


Personal handsfree kit 

A valuable accessory available 
to you at no extra charge. 


Keep your current number 

Switch to Orange from any other UK digital 
mobile network and you can bring your 
existing mobile number with you. 


' } , 

4 - 6“ 

7: a a 

- 

'te • t 

I'M - 1 1 


Orange Value Promise 

We believe we offer the best value tanffs. 
but if you find a popular digital tariff from 
another network that suits you better, we ll 
offer you an exact equivalent. 


0800 168 168 


As a member of the armed forces, the MoD Network Agreement entitles you to even more value 
when you join Orange. To take advantage of this agreement, call Orange direct on the number 
above between 8am-10pm weekdays and 9am-5.30pm at weekends, quoting reference NAV04. 
This offer closes 30 April 2000. 



NAV04 


Connection is subject to status and a minimum 1 2 month contract This ofler excludes upgrades and monthly charges start from C17.50 me. VAT 
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Options 



ie STORE... 


Gifts With a Nautical Flavour - Ideal for those with a Love of the Sea 



(T) “Bakkus" Flask and Cigar Tubes 

Hand made black napa hide carrying case holds two stainless steel tubes One is a ball-top spirit, 
the other tube takes up to a corona size cigar overall length T and is air and watertight Embossed 
with the Royal Navy Crown 

UK Price £32.99 Overseas Price £33.74 

(2) Mini Razor Kit 

The ideal travel and grooming accessory This neat Nickel plated compact set. complete with integral 
mirror is beautifully engraved with the Royal Navy Crown 

UK Price £7.99 Overseas Price £8.74 

(3) Corkscrew 

Beanng the classic Royal Navy Crown, this Anchor Corkscrew is handmade from real English Pewter 
and comes presentation boxed 

UK Price £14.95 Overseas Price £15.45 

0 Hip Flask 

Traditional stainless steel, tough 7oz spirit flask features a captive top. (means you can t lose it). 
Branded with the Royal Navy Crown 

UK Price £17.99 Overseas Price £18.74 

(D Elegant Chopsticks Set 

Two pairs of teak chopsticks with silver plated handles complete with a pair of heavy silver plated 
rests and engraved with the Royal Navy Crown - presentation boxed 

UK Price £18.99 (2 pairs) Overseas Price £19.74 (2 pairs) 

(6) Monocular Telescope 

8x magnification weighing in at only 62 grams and branded with the Royal Navy Crown Made from 
aluminium, with a focusabte eyepiece and easily pocket able Small nylon carrying case included 

UK Price £31.99 Overseas Price £32.74 

(7) Flat Top Stopper 

Silver plated natural cork wine stopper for elegantly resealing the odd bottle ot wine which remains 
unfinished after first sitting 

UK Price £10.79 Overseas Price £11.54 

(8) Champagne Stopper 

Superb silver plated finish combined with engineenng efficiency. A few turns of the top expands the 
internal rubber collar which seals the bottle tight. Will keep your champagne fresh and under pres¬ 
sure tor days 

UK Price £10.69 Overseas Price £11.44 

All prices quoted include postage & packing 


To order any item on this page write to or telephone:- 
The Business Manager (JS04/00), Navy News, HMS Nelson, 
Portsmouth, POI 3HH 


Telephone: 02392 733558 or buy online at www.navynews.co.uk 

Cheques payable to Navy News to accompany orders. For orders outside the UK payment can be made by 
Cheque/lntemational Money Order in £ Sterling and drawn on UK bank or for payment by credit card/swrtch. 
UK S Abroad, please use the coupon on page 4. 

Please allow 28 days for delivery. 

NOTE: ITEMS SHOWN NOT ACTUAL SIZE . 


e enow* coemtoMT uoo 



Borderers 
lay on big 
eats lor 
Navy top 
brass 

CHIEF of Joint 
Operations, Vice 
Admiral Sir Ian 
Garnett collects a 
big breakfast from 
CpI Davey Falc¬ 
oner, Support Co¬ 
mpany 1st Bn The 
King's Own Scott¬ 
ish Borderers, on 
the northern edge 
of the Episkopi 
Garrison training 
area, Cyprus. 

He had landed by 
helicopter at a ren¬ 
dezvous that affor¬ 
ded spectacular 
views over the 
Western Sovereign 
Base Area, and 
after tucking in with 
the troops was 
briefed on the role 
ot the Infantry bat¬ 
talions in Cyprus 
by Episkopi Garr¬ 
ison Commander 
Col Anthony Bea¬ 
ttie and the Bord¬ 
erers’ CO, Lt Col 
Andrew Mackay. 


Personal 
data better 

nrotected 


THE NEW Data Protection Act which came into force 
last month brings important new legal rights to all, 
so that the MOD is currently reviewing its own pro¬ 
cedures. 


It deals with personal data 
hold about individuals by busi¬ 
nesses and organisations. 
Where the 1984 Act provided 
rights of access to data held 
electronically, the IW8 version 
also covers data held manually 
it. or. paper 

there arc exemptions where 
national security and the combat 
effectiveness of the Armed Forces 
would he prejudiced hv the disclo¬ 
sure of data. 

Additional protection is given to 
sensitive personal data, such as 
details about race, religion inlnr 
mat ion about sexual life, physical 
or mental health problems and any 
court pit h. ceding*. 

incipfcs arc that those 
must 


Main 


r 


ensure that it is: 

• .Accurate 

• Fairly and lawiulK processed 

• PrsK-esscd for a limited pur¬ 
pose 

• Adequate, relevant and not 
excessive 

• Not kept longer than neces¬ 
sary 

• Processed in accordance with 
the subject's rights 

• Kept secure 

• Not transferred to countries 
without adequate protection 

The Act has transitional exemp¬ 
tion periods before it is fully effec¬ 
tive - so access to manual data will 
not he available before October. 
2U01. 

Watch out for further dctaib on 
www nivyncwvco.uk 
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New notice option has 
far-reaching effects 

NOTICE 
OPTION 
CUT TO 
1 YEAR 

From 1 June 

50 AN 10/50 


You won I gel much sympathy cry mg Rolf on my twelve 
now It s only months and not years!” 




Situations 
vacant. 


THIS MONTH we start wrth 13 
shore btllets at HMS Sultan in 
Gosport all tor two years 
unless otherwise stated 
CPOAEIKL) Air Weapons 
Instructor from Nov 

CPOAEAJL) Course Design, from 

July 

LAEM(M) instructor from Sept, an 
Examiner from Oct and an 
Instructor, from July 
LAEM (Any) A cco mmodation 
Leading Rate required ASAP lor 
12 to 24 months 

LAEM(M) (U(R) for 760 Squadron 
at Sultan AEO Wnter from July 
POAEA(M) lor 760 Squadron, from 
June for 18 months 
CPOAEA(M) Examiner from June 
18 months plus and an Instructor 
from August 18 months plus 
POAEMfM) Instructor Tom Sapt. 

18 months plus and an instructor 
from August 18 months plus 

Other btllets on offer are 

CPOAEA(L) (R) tor the Defence 
Helicopter Support Agency A shore 
bdtof at Yeovtiton Mertm Systems 
from June lor two years 
LAEM(M) One lor an Army 
Exchange, a sea bin aI Ipsunch 
wito 7 BN REME and another tor 
HMS illustrious, a Portsmouth sea 
biiet both from Oct lor 27 months 
PO (Any) for HMS Dryad A 
Portsmouth shore Wtet. Security, 
from August lor 18 to two years 
MEMi lor HMS Brecon A Fasiane* 
based sea Wtot with the Northern 
Ireland Squadron 

MEMOC reqyved from Nov lor 18 
montw 

MEMi for HMS Dumbarton Castle 
A sea b*et <n the Falkland Islands 
Patrol Vessel MEMCC 'equred 
from Oct tor sa months 
MEMi for HMS B»yth A sea biiet m 
Fasiane based Single Roto 
Mmenunter MEMOC required. Tom 
Nov tor 30 months 


B Y NOW all staff 
should know that a 
new Notice Option 
comes into force on 
June 1. 

It reduces the period of 
Notice required to leave the 
Service from IK month' to a 
year and this will have far- 
r each me effects. 

It will inevitably reduce Drafty'% 
time to give reliefs appropriate 
drafting nntiec ami frum June I 
( om.incline Officers will have to 
signal NMA C«»qn»ft with detail' 
of Notice Opium approvals. 

Ihe move to the Notice Opium 
(detailed m IK I RN IIMH) will he 
of considerable benefit to llk*sc 
wishing to leave the Service volun- 
tarily. nut the shorter penod means 
they have less lime In apply lo with¬ 
draw iheir Notice, and return to 
their original engagement 

The impael of this will be parin'* 
ularfv relevant in hranehes that are 
overborne and or where another 
promotion has been authorised on 
the basis of one rating leaving. 

All applications for Notice with 
draw.iI will be treated indhiduallv. 
tmt il is clearly benelieial lo the 
Service lo keep those who justify 
retention and Drafting Desks and 
(he Branch Munagcis will keep (he 
process under constant review to 
ensure that applications arc con¬ 
trolled to vatisfv the "Service 
need** 


Ihe current likelihood til a suc¬ 
cessful application is as Mlowv 

SUPPLY BRANCH 

1*0 Ac Ul: Very limited, cumid- 
eie«l on case*lvv-vase basis except 
for KOWITLS for whom approval 
»s more likely AH: favourable, but 
remains on cavc-hy-CMe Kims. 

MEDICAL 

1*0 A: LH: Limited. hoidtnng 
favourable lor the MA branch, but 
eottsidered on a case-by-case Kisis. 
bo* Nurse and Dental branches, 
applications will be favourably 
considered ease-bv-ease. 

\H \cr\ limikd fbc tiu MI 

branch, but considered on a case¬ 
in line bosiv More favourable 
.ration fbl the Denial 
branches. 


ETS 

AU. RATES: Very limned. c**u 
sidcrcd on a cavc-hy ease Kisis. 

Payback 

There have been several (Kvur 
rences recently whe»e individuals 
have submitted their notice with 
out fum proposal* lo repay (hi 
outstanding balance «»i their t one 
ServKt AWMOl • »t l\is 

It should Ik noted that, whilst 
each cave will be considert-d on its 
own merits. NDD AI PAA will 
reject applications for discharge is 
of right «mi Notice and ictjutsi an 
immediate rc*suhniisston ol the 
application for dtxchorgc if airs 
outstanding I .SAP remains or il 


there ts no fum pioposal to make 
immediate alternative arrange- 

menu. 

The importance of this criterion 
being met hclnrc .tcceplancc of 
Notice is given cannot be over¬ 
emphasised. With ihe shorter 
timescales under the 12 months 
Notice rule. you will help yourself 
bv getting it right first lime 

Transfers 

At present, manning clearance 
fbt Mi• • hi of .’il ^todnlna- 
Ihhis of the SuppK Branch will 
only l*e given in exceptional cir- 
cuimtancev wbkh should Ih* slat 
cd m even rei|ucsl. 

transfer* out <4 the L I'S Branch 
arc considered on a case by case- 
basis according to personal circum¬ 
stance* and the need* of the 
Service. 

Medical Branch (MA) transfers 
out arc uncommon but will likely 
receive favourable consideration, 
depending on the suh-sptcialisa- 
ltoil. es|k‘ciallv as ilk* branch near* 
per cent manning. 

I lislot wall). the MA luaikh lias 
ptovtiled ihe greatest number of 
sideways entrv to Naval Nurse and. 
wall shortages remaining hi the 
latter calcgnrv, ifiptk.itions from 
all branches will he considcfod. 
Currently, branch transfer- into 
the \IA and Dental branches .ire 
restricted, although this wiU K 
reviewed. 


Shore time 
nearing limit 

CURRENTLY. THE follow¬ 
ing Supply branch categories 
arc either on or near to MTA: 

CPOSA* 15 months guaranteed 
shore lime after 24 months sea ser¬ 
vice. 

POCA Ac POST!) 15 months 
guaranteed shore time after 3) 
months sea serv ice 

LSTD. LCH A: LSA 12 months 
guaranteed shore time after 30 
months sea service 
STD & CH 5 months guaran¬ 
teed shore time after 24 'months 
sea service 

* With the de-enrichment in 
some DD FF from a CPOSA to a 
i « >> \ ind tfc ffgmfr in MNN 
T\pc 23s of the PCX A to a 
(pcx A the situation will 
impiove for the CPOSAs hut actu¬ 
al time ashore tor CFOCAs will 
decrease slightly. 

Correct form 
helps us all 

ATTENTION IS invited to 
BR 14 Article 021110 with par¬ 
ticular reference to the com¬ 
pletion and rendering of DPFs 
to the Drafting Directorate. 

It has been observed that an 
increasing number of DPFs arc 
being received in NDD completed 
incorrectly, eg AVDATE and rec¬ 
ommendations omitted. 

The DPF iv a vital and impor 
tarn link between the rating and 
the Drat!me Officer to ensure that 
individuals arc placed. whenever 
possible, in a job to the advantage 
of both the Service and the 
man woman. Quality coetrcl tv 
the Lev' 
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nu DFiAP-ON Sea CouncilElamninq Dept' 

Millennium Celebrations Schedule of Events 


MV Event 
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Location 


j Navy 
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/ Sea Days y 

I Demonstrations \ 
RM Band and. 
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Meet 

THE 
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It's a trick to cover press-ganging recruits to fill their crew shortfalls! 


- NEWSVIEW - 

Harry’s game - 
the voice of 
experience 

G ROUCHO Marx famously said the firsl prerequisite of a 
successful politician was sincenty: "And if you can fake 
that, you've got it made" 

Well, the same goes lor popular entertainers, who these 
days frequently make use of their celebrity as a springboard to 
wider influence 

But BBC I s tribute to Harry Secombe last month. Wild 
About Harry’, showed another side of the coin Sir Harry's 
combination of integnty. boisterous buffoonery and fine tenor 
voce - which alone could have made him a star of the operat¬ 
ic stage had he so chosen - has made hen one of the out¬ 
standing Forces' favountes through three generations 
Looking at the old clips, you saw how ahead of his time he 
was. In the context of the Goon shows. Secombe was the uni¬ 
versal down, as Spike Milligan noted, but he added his own 
touch of surrealism to the formula that was later closely copied 
by the Monty Python team and is even now apparent in the 
style of Harry Hil 

One thing Secombe and Spike shared, as did so many of 
the post war radio and TV stars, was first-hand experience of 
the Armed Forces *1 the front line Their material was pro¬ 
duced out of the sheer lunacy of war and it was its unique 
brand of silliness that their customers recognised. They knew 
what made their audiences tick - and there is no-one out 
there now who can dawn that distinction from the same stand 
point 

Front Ime. or even second line experience is now seriously 
lacking in all areas ol our society Which is why, as Rear 
Admiral Burnell-Nugent has declared, we can no longer rely 
so heavily on the Service extended family to sell our product 
There simply aren’t as many of them around any more - and 
so its serving members must do more m that role 
Working against them, more and more, is the current trend 
for debunking the achievements of the past While the mes¬ 
sage of so-called “revisionist' historian David Irving, who 
seeks to deny the historical evidence of the Holocaust, may 
be easily discounted, the fact that his egregious views can 
even command an aucfcence is disturbing - as is the lad that 
they have taken up two months of the High Court's time 
Nowadays the rights and wrongs as well as the success or 
failure of military intervention m the world’s trouble spots are 
debated very soon alter and even during the event - by the 
same sections of the media who clamour for action in the first 
place 

This is partly because the public seems ever more fascinat¬ 
ed by failure than by success and in that context Channel 4’s 
Great Military Blunders senes was a sure-fire winner. 

Everything the parade of historians, retired military com¬ 
manders and media experts produces for this sort of pro¬ 
gramme may well be true, but it is a one-sided argument, nev¬ 
ertheless: none of them ever seem lo offer much Tn the way of 
alternative strategies 

War has always been a chancy business and the people in 
the business of warfare know that very well. The Navy has 
lately put a lot of thought into planning ahead, into predicting 
the pattern of warfare for the future 
No matter how carefuly you try to predict likely scenarios, 
though, you always come up against the problem Harold 
Macmillan once said was the one he feared most - events 
But that doesn’t mean you shouldn t make the effort That 
would be a blunder of the first order 


TASK GROUP TO LIGHT FLAMES OF INTEREST' 

Round-Bpitain 

showcase tour 


J From front page 

there in ver> little \ nihility of the 
Navy. So this tour is a great oppor¬ 
tunity to let the taxpayer see what 
he’s paying for, 

“I wish we could do il more 
often, hut now the Government 
has rebalanced our tasks with the 
size of the Fleet, taking on this son 
of thing t ik* frequently would 
recreate the sort of problems that 
hopefully wc’vc left behind for a 
while." 

In the meantime, the availability 
of ships for individual port visits 
had inevitably dclincd. 

“A high-rc.idincsN ship tinlav 
tends to get worked quite hard, 
with maybe two or three deploy¬ 
ments in quite quick succession. 
And then it needs time in its base 
port for leave and maintenance. 
Also there have been difficulties 
with Mime local authorities which, 
for whatever reason, have their 
own agendas and m* our ships arc 
not always welcome in those pons. 

“Here again, the sort of visibili¬ 
ty provided bv ‘Meet Your Navy’ 
will hopefully Weak dow n Mime of 
those perceived barriers " 

Wasn’t the real problem that 
there were fewer people in our 
society with any Service experience 
- currently around six million and 
perhaps only half that number in 
ten to 15 years lime? 

“Yes, there is a problem here - 
'uit how many ex-employees of 
Virgin or of the Internet compa¬ 
nies arc there in lhe country? 
Answer - nor many. Rut they* don’t 
have any trouble with their visibili¬ 
ty, do they? 

“So I don’t think we 
should just depend for our 
marketing on people who 
have been in the Service in 
the past, although they are 
obviously a very important 
strand to it. We have to 
make our own efforts to 
help the public understand 
what they get from the Navy, 

“There arc vnmc good pcrccp- 
tionv about us out there - that wc 
are hi-lcch. that we have a sense of 
adventure, responsibility and per¬ 
sonal development. On the other 



hand, aihcrsc themes have not 
been helped by recent headlines 
‘Navy constantly in harbour*. 
What is the Navy for miw the Cold 
War is over* and so on. W’c need to 
bring the positive elements to the 
fore. 

“As anyone who has served in a 
warship knows, even a very modest 
opening of a ship to the public in a 
small comer of the country reaps 
enormous benefit in terms of inc 
enthusiasm and interest it gener- 

.lies 

“ Wc don’t have to appeal to the 
whole nation - what wc want to do 
is get enough flames of interest 
burning" 

your 

Navy 

lb that end, shouldn't wc do 
more in the way of corporate 
artcn.un ' 

“I am wary of doing UK* much of 
that sort of thing - it's got its place, 
just as the Foreign Ofncc. in the 
context of defence diplomacy. has 
a role in giving parties oil the 
Queen's Birthday, lor example. 

“What fvc been encouraging 
commanding officers lo do. rather, 
is to invite people on board for a 
briefing - on the Navy's shipbuild¬ 
ing programme, for example, 
where wc vc got £2 billion worth of 
ships on order at the moment. 
Then maybe give a presentation 
about careers followed by any 

r cstKim - and then ivffcr them a 
nk afterwards." 

Apart from increasing the 
Navy's visibility, one of the prime 
aims of ‘Meet Your Navy’ was lo 
stimulate recruitment. 

“Wc arc recruiting 

enough people at the moment, but 
there can be no let-up and there 
arc Mime pockets where recruiting 
is still very po»>r - with Royal 
Marines other ranks and with engi¬ 
neer officers. 

“Something that seems to have 
happened vuhlimmally over the 


pasi 

has 


4 30-40 years is that seafaring 
as been bracketed with things like 
coal mining and steel as a sunset 
industry - as if to suggest it's 
something wc don’t do any more. 
So this perception has affected 
marine engineering, too, in spite of 
the fact that this nation has pro¬ 
duced - and still is producing - 
M*mc of the best marine engineers 
in all the history of mankind." 

The ‘Meet Your Navy* lour is 
not designed to he a single group 
of ships visiting every port, but will 
be conducted on a rolling basis, 
working anti<k*ckwisc around the 
UK and centred on the Joint 
Maritime Course. 

It will be launched at Chatham 
on May 22 by the First Sea Lord. 
Admiral Sir Michael Boyce, and 
wind up along the South Coast on 
July 7. In between will be a wide 
programme of events including 

E visits, VIP Sea Days and visits 
local schools, supported by 
y recruiters the Royal Marines 
Band and RN University Units. 

Full details will appear in next 
month’s A lary Srw$ 


'Having a 
spot of 
trouble, 
sir?' 


ON HER first day hack at 
sea after a massive 
package of maintenance 
work, HMS Invincible’s 
engineers sorted out a 
slightly smaller problem 
- a tiny fishing boat with 
a broken down outboard 
motor (see picture 
below). 

Mercy mission to the 
Scooby Doo’ accom¬ 
plished, the carrier con¬ 
tinued on her trials and 
training programme, 
due to be completed 
before the leads the RN 
Task Group around the 
UK at the principal 
Naval contribution to 
the Meet Your Navy' 
tour and takes on the 
responsibility of Fleet 
Flagship in July. 

Her flight deck has 
been extended to 
accommodate the RAF's 
GR7 Harrier bombers - 
involving 40 per cent 
more pre-fabricated 
steel work and addition¬ 
al IT and communica¬ 
tions systems than for 
the similar project for 
her sister ship HMS 
Illustrious in 1998. 
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• RAIDERS: A section of Marines from 42 Commando prepare to beach In a MIB (Medium Inflatable 
Boat) operated by $39 Assault Squadron. 


• MARKSMAN: A sniper from 42 Commando takes aim during a street fighting exercise at 
Sennybndge. The weapon is the L96 Sniper Rifle which has a range of up to 1000 yards. 


Commandos sharpen 
street fighting skills 


Pictures 
by Steve 
Lewis 
42 Cdo 


R OYAL MARINES of 42 Commando 
have been sharpening-up their urban 
warfare skills at the battle training 
ground at Sennybridge. 

The ability to light in buih-up urban areas (FIBUA) it 
essential in modern warfare and the Commandos 
were able to put their whole range of skills to the test. 
The FIBUA course followed raiding exercises at 


Plymouth and soldiering drills on Dartmoor where 
patrolling, navigation and field skills were refreshed 

At the end of March the unit deploys to the 
Mediterranean for three months with HMS Ocean. HMS 
Chatham, and RFAs Sir Tristram and Sir Bedivere. 

Exercises are planned in Portugal. France and 
Sardinia but the troops will be ready to move to 
trouble spots in the Balkans or North Africa if their 
presence is required 



• READY: A section from 42 Commando prepares to move dur¬ 
ing a house-to-house fighting exercise. 


• INTO ACTION: A Royal Marine of K Company 42 Commando 
leaps over a fence during fighting around a small village. 




• FIREFIGHT: A section from 42 Commando uses a burnt-out Russian tank for cover during house-to-house lighting at Sennybridge 
in Wales. The Marines are deploying with the helicopter carrier HMS Ocean for three months from the end of March 



• ASSAULT: A Royal Marine prepares to enter a top floor 
window during a mock house assault at Sennybridge. 
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Legal Advice 


If you're in the Forces there's o fast way to make 
contact with a solicitor who'll speak your language. 
The Forces Legal Network is a notional group of 
established, independent solicitors who all provide: 


• FREE 30 minute initial diagnostic interviews 

• Staff with experience of service problems 

• legal Aid and “No Win-No Fee" Occident claims 

• 24 hour emergency legal cover 

• A full range of quality assured legal services 

• Competitive fees 



The Forces Legal Network 


One call puts you in 
touch with confidential 
advice on any service 
or family legal matter. 

FORCES LAW HELPLINE: 

0845 6011260 
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At Your Leisure 


Tips' - legendary U-Boat commander of World War I 


ORIGINALLY published as Alarm 1 Tauchenl! 
- U’Boot in Kampf und Sturm, one of the 
classic memoirs of submarine warfare 
appears in English for the first time, trans¬ 
lated and edited by Geoffrey Brooks, as 
FIPS - Legendary U-Boat Commander 1915- 
18 (Leo Cooper £ 16.95). 

While dedicated to the righteousness of his 
nation s cause and possessing boundless pride 
in the German U-boat service. Werner Furbringer 
(known as Tips’) comes across as a humane 
and chivalrous leader - which may account for 
the long delay. 

As might the fact that he alleges that when 


UB-110 was brought to the surface by destroyers 
protecting a convoy on July 19. 1918 and 
rammed and sunk, survivors in the water were 
fired on by their crews. He had counted 34 men 
out of the conning tower, of which 13 were res¬ 
cued. 

His treatment as a POW seems to have been 
reasonable for the most part - although he com¬ 
plains about the food. During one interrogation 
he says the RN officer in charge told him that if 
he had his way he would be hanged as a pirate 

Ever since the sinking of the Lusitania, feel¬ 
ings towards German U-boats had run particu¬ 
larly high. Initially landed on Tyneside. 
Furbringer and his men were pelted with fish and 


rotten eggs by a crowd on onlookers as they 
were escorted under heavily armed guard to the 
railway station. As ha says *‘Wa could hardly 
blame them for their expressions of hatred 
since we had deprived so many of them of their 
boats and livelihoods’. 

Furbringer returned to Germany after the war 
and re-entered the Navy In 1933 with the rank of 
Korvettenkapitan He was appointed Senior 
Instructor at the Kiel-Wik Anti-Submarine School 
- which was. of course, exactly the reverse of 
what its title stated - was senior Planning 
Officer. U-boats at the outbreak of World War It 
and retired in 1943 in the rank of Konteradmiral. 
He died in 1982 at the age of 91. 



NELSON'S NAVY, FACT AND FICTION 


DEVOTEES of the novels of the late Patrick O'Brian, C.S. Forester and others who have spe¬ 
cialised in the Nelson era will welcome a new guide to the world their heroes inhabit, which sets 
it against incidents in the books. 

The Illustrated Companion to Nelson s Navy by Nicholas Blake and Richard Lawrence (Chatham 
Publishing £25) explores the organisation of the Admiralty and Navy Boards, the design of ships 
and supporting institutions such as the dockyards, as well as the daily lives of the sailors. There 
are even recipes for dishes such as Skillygalee. Burgoo and Figgy Dowdy, for those who want to 
try the authentic fare of the period. 

j The front cover picture is taken from a painting by Geoff Hunt, showing a sixth rate coming 
alongside at Portsmouth. 
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Collectors 
cornered 
by NHCRA 


A NEW leaflet produced by 
the Naval Historical 
Collectors A Research 
Association has met with 
an overwhelming response 
by museums throughout 
the country, 

“I think we will be able to 
meet a growing demand." 
publicity officer Richard 
Taylor told Navy News, ‘The 
Association was originally 
formed in 1988 by a group of 
naval enthusiasts who felt 
there was no organisation 
which catered for their inter¬ 
ests - so its a good way of 
lettina people know that we re 
here for them.’’ 

Many members were avid 
collectors, others engaged in 
research into naval battles, 
ships, personnel or social his¬ 
tory - and some were simply 
keen family historians. 

The NHCRA’s quarterly jour¬ 
nal, The Review features a 
wide range of articles on 
naval history from the 18th 
century to the present day. 
most written by members It 
also carries medal rolls and 
casualty lists, news from the 
Public Record Office and 
museums, plus book reviews 
and appeals for information 

A non-profit making organi¬ 
sation. any surplus funds are 
donated to worthy naval caus¬ 
es. which in recent years have 
included the Jubilee Sailing 
Trust, the RN Franklin 
Expedition to Canada and the 
Malta Siege Bell Memorial 
Trust. 

For details of membership 
contact John T. Mock at 17 
Woodhill Avenue, Portishead. 
North Somerset. BS20 7EX. 


- by Bob Baker 


Period charm - or not, as 
the fancy takes you 


S OME decades attract labels - the Roaring Twenties, the 
Swinging Sixties and so on - while others just slip away, with¬ 
out inspiring any epitaph or even much affection. 

The IVTik. .it least so far as the UK was concerned, fell into the latter 
category. Perhaps the only designation anyone remembers is -the decade 
that style forgot . a reference to the lurid spangles of the Pisco scene and 
to the rags and safety pins of the Punk *Ycnck . 

Both »>( iHavsc* phenomena feature in Whatever Happened to Harold 
Smith? a talc of growing up weird in mid-7!k Sheffield It s a strange lit¬ 
tle film: realistic around the edges, but centring on the magical powers 
possessed by the hero’s Dad (Tom Courtenay). 

Its as though the 7th thctnschrc* simply didn’t offer enough in the wav 
of dramatic possibilities, mi the setting had to be augmented by a mind- 
reading character with the ability to manipulate time and energy. 

But lot anyone who remembers the era. the tavinah assembled para¬ 
phernalia - the clothes, the hairstyles. TV” clips of T’ri Gcllcr bending 
spoons - will be enough to arouse feelings of tenderness and embarrass¬ 
ment. 

For everyone else, the story of the good-natured hero and his cack- 


handed attempts to fit in should provide a diverting Vf> minutes. 

If Harold Smith is a patchwork of a movie, stitching together an assort¬ 
ment of themes and approaches The Green Mile is a cinematic Irish 
stew, with all manner of mismatched ingredients simmering away togeth¬ 
er. 

It's a Tom Hanks vehicle, with the star playing his usual character, the 
decent, upright average guy. It’s.» Stephen King talc of the supernatural, 
invoking miraculous healings and the raising of the dead. It s a prison 
film: the guards, the Warden. (Xath Row. etc. 

It’s a 1 ‘J.Kh picture, a more remote and glamorous period than Harold 
Smith s 7th. but appealing to the same sense of the past (and with Fred 
Astaire’s rendition of Clwck to Cheek’ the huh around which the plot 
revolves). 

It's a crusading movie, taking off agjinst capital punishment and con¬ 
taining one sequence of a botched execution (nut s definitely not for the 

X samish In sum. it’s a realistic, sociall\ conscious. fantasy weopfc 
re's a cute little mouse in there, too) which requires a running time of 
three hours-plus to accommodate all of its concerns and anyone watching 
it on video will probahh want to arrange at least one intermission. At the 
time of writing, the film awaits its fate as regards an Oscar or two. 
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IN 


FUNDS 


TRISTAN^ 

DA CUNHA 


HOW THE RN SET ITS STAMP ON TRISTAN 


• The ’4 potato, penny red received official sta¬ 
tus in 1979 when it was chosen as the central 
theme for a miniature sheet marking the cente¬ 
nary of Sir Rowland Hill, inventor of the postage 
stamp. 


IN 1961 the eruption of the volcano on Tristan da Cunha. the 
tiny British possession in the middle of the South Atlantic, 
caused its inhabitants to be temporarily evacuated 
HMS Leopard made a 1,500 mile dash from Simon's Town, 
South Africa - and produced what remains one of the finest piece 
of on-the-spot reportage Navy News has ever published. 

For obvious reasons, the Royal Navy has had many associa¬ 
tions with Tristan since it was annexed by Britain in 1816 - and 
many of these are explored by Allan Crawford in his third book 
about the world's loneliest island* , the engagingly titled 
Penguins. Potatoes & Postage Stamps 
Allan, now 88. first went there in 1937 as a surveyor with a 
Norwegian expedition (Admiralty Chart No. 1769 is based on his 
work) and returned after the outbreak of war as a meteorologist Lt 
Cdr RNVRSA with the small Navy-manned radio station estab¬ 
lished there. 

After the war he took over the weather station for the civilian 
authorities and his interest in the islanders resulted in his appoint¬ 
ment by the Colonial Office as Honorary Welfare Officer. At the 
time the island did not have any official postage system and Allan 
set about designing a series of unofficial stamps. 

There were two minor problems, he recalls: 'First, we did not 
have authority to include the head of the monarch. King George 
VI. on the stamps, so provisionally we placed the Union Jack in 
this position. 

The second problem was there was still no money on the 
island so we could not sell' our stamps! However, just as the 
islanders and sailors during World War II hod bought their Tnstan 


Times? (a newspaper Allan had edited for them) "for potatoes and 
cigarettes, each stamp bore a local value expressed in potatoes. 
The values were based on four potatoes being equivalent to one 
penny ..." 

World War II was the turning point in the islanders isolation. 
Thanks to the Royal Navy, they experienced for the first time elec¬ 
tric lights, telephones and water-borne sanitation. The sailors sta¬ 
tioned there were under the authority of a Naval surgeon lieu 
tenant commander who was not only responsible for the medical 
health of the whole island, but also held magisterial status. 
Schooling was reintroduced and the children were taught to read 
and write 

Even so. the islanders were not to be tempted away. In 1937 only 
six of the inhabitants had ever been in the outside world - “had 
even seen so much as a horse and cart *. And in 1961 after the vol¬ 
cano erupted and they were evacuated to England they were mis¬ 
erable in exile. Two years later 95 per cent of them went back. 

The book carries a foreword by the Duke of York, who writes: ~l 
have sadly never had the opportunity to visit Tristan, as my father 
has, however my association with the people of the South Atlantic 
is synonymous with my service in the Falklands along with my 
later visits to Ascension Island and St Helena, where the school is 
named after me ... I hope that all of you who read this book get 
a feeling of how special Tristan is." 


• Penguins. Potatoes & Postage Stamps is available from 
Anthony Nelson, PO Box 9. Oswestry. Shropshire SY11 1BY at £25 
lus £2pp or from the author at Rosebank. Best Beech Hill, 
adhurst, East Sussex TN5 6JT. 


pH 
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Dark tales from the other Daedalus 

Gunpowder used in 
wartime plots 
now it can be told 


T ALES of mutiny 
and a plot to 
blow up the 
NCOs mess at an 
obscure wartime 
establishment have come to 
liehl with the publication of 
Ship Without Water 
(Chur net Valiev Books, 
E8.U5). 

The incidents are recounted 
from reminiscences compiled 
bv Graham Bcbbington of peo¬ 
ple who passed trough the RN 
artificer training establishment 
IIMS Daedalus II at Clayton 
Hall. Newcastle undci l yra 

The high spints of the appren¬ 


tices produced a whole catalogue 
of protests and revolts against 
authority, mmt of them having to 
do with food, or the perceived lack 
of it. 

One enterprising group pinched 
one of the Captain s chick*, ns - and 
WM then laced with ihc problem • »! 
cooking it. They decided to puck it 
with clay and put it in their stove to 
hake, l/nfortunatcly. once encased 
in day Ihc bird was too big to fit 
inside 

So it was hacked to pieces with a 
penknife before being re-packed 
with clav and spread over the hoi 
coke. Billowing clouds of smoke 
from the burning chicken pieces 
soon stank the place out - and the 
Officer of the Day was due on his 
nninth in 341 minutes. 

Someone had the bright idea of 


burning a gym shoe to disguise the 
aroma. 

By far the m*>st serious protest 
occurred in 1*144 with the so-called 
"Grapes of Rothwcir incident. 
The Executive Commander. Lt 
CdrfD C. Rothwcll. made exten¬ 
sive use of the greenhouses at 
Clayton Hall, particularly the 
vines. Having found that aomc of 
his grapes were missing, he 
ordered all leave to he Mopped 
until Ihc culprits were found. 

As a result, the apprentices 
marched in protest to the quarter¬ 
deck. lore down the flag from the 
mast and hoisted a red jersey. 
Several then marched on the 

{ guardroom where the KPOs 
ockcd themselves in 
Armed local units were immedi¬ 
ately brought in to surround the 



• 2nd Benbow Divisional Guard parade before Clayton Hall, camouflaged against enemy air attack. 
It faced even bigger danger from within . .. 


Hall complex as it was feared a 
more seruHis confrontation might 
arise - after all. the apprentices 
had access to guns and ammuni¬ 
tion - but peace was restored after 
the culprits confessed. 

Use of explosives naturally 
formed part of the ordnance 
apprentices training Eddie 
t uthhert (2nd Bcnhow Division ) 
recalls how a number of bags of 
propellant used with a 3m maroon 
mortar went missing and were used 
in secret experiments with various 
unconventional containers. 

We got th« hang of it just 
about the time our instruc¬ 
tor NCOs decided to have a 
party in their mess. Some of 
these had given us a bad 
time and no doubt we were 
very envious of their privi¬ 
leges. so the second 
Gunpowder Plot was 
hatched. With hindsight, It 
was a stupid thing to do .. .** 

The NCOs* facility was Itxjlul 
in a Nhacn-typc building in the 
grounds of Clayton Hall On the 
evening of the event, a careful 
approach was made under cover of 
shrubbery and darkness. At an 
opportune moment the device was 
fused and inserted into the aper¬ 
ture between the corrugated tin 
forming the outer wall of the build¬ 
ing and the inner skin. 

Ihc perpetrators then retired to 
view the effect of the explosion. 
They did not have to w ail long. The 
device exploded and. as pan of its 
design included smoke generator 
filling, a suitably effective smoke 
cloud resulted. 

After a short while the hut 
spewed forth very irate NCOs with 
their wives and girlfriends and at 
this point the miM.re.mis IK J 
There was an inquiry, of course - 
but no charges were ever brought. 
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SHIPS BADGES 
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SEA HARRIERS UNI 



I ‘GREEN MEN’ LAND ON HMS I 



DEVONPORT BASED readers of 
Navy News will be familiar with 
the comings and goings of the 
Men in Green* on Flag Officer Sea 
Training's staff. 

But |hetr distinctive attire is also 
seen much further afield than 
Plymouth, when staff from POST take 
on mobile framing tasks abroad. 

The latest deployment of this type 
saw a team of 2d men deploying to the 
Gull Task Group led toy HMS 
Illustrious when the ship requested a 
training package tor the deployment 
which began in January. 

The team, fed toy SMEO to POST, Cdr 
Frank Sherlock, was made up of 26 
personnel including T4 HO staff and 
two trainers from Flag Officer Naval 
Aviation {FONA} for the 
specialist aviation tasks. 

The Devonport training team and 
FONA's representatives sailed with 
HMS Monmouth and conducted their 
training in passage to Gibraltar. 

And a Portsmouth training team 
undertook a simitar package in HMS 
Gloucester as she made her way to the 
Mediterranean. 

On arrival at Gibraltar both teams 
embarked m HMS titustrlous and they 
were joined toy the remaining POST 
staff who ffew out from the UK. 

Using experience gained through a 
simitar deployment to HMS Invincible 
in January 199$. a six-day package of 
training was devised for HMS 
Illustrious after consultation with her 
own training staff. 

It focused primarily on Nuclear. 
Chemical and Biological Defence tout 



also included a major hangar hie e 
else involving almost all of Ihe sh 
company. 

On the final day of the package 
Sunday, the whole ship was closed 
in the first major staff-covered chs 
cal defence exercise to toe conduc 
In a carrier for at feast eight years. 

POST staff found the opportune 
mull over issues during quit 
momenta gave them the chance to 
lor the programme to fit me ah 
exact requirements. 

And the flexibility derived from t 
mg the team embarked meant i 
operations were not affected. 

Having survived a 6,5-hour fIJ 
back from Crete In an RAF Herci 
the team had fust enough time to d 
breath before resuming their nor 
routine of boat transfers to seai 
ships training out of Devon port, 

tn a report on the training pack 
Cdr Sherlock said: l 'A greet deal 
ground was covered and the st 
benefited enormously from tl 
efforts. 

"More Importantly. It proved o 
again mat given the resources, i 
with careful planning and a will 
customer. FOST can provide our mt 
warships with the same quality i 
intensity of mobile training that is t 
rently given to our frigates i 
destroyers. 

‘Significantly, on each occas 
over the last three years, this i 
been achieved without compromis 
Ihe ability of the carrier to work 
the embarked air group to 
required levels of operatic 
capability. 
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DER FIRE 


IN IRAQ 

r i ■Bn ' *wmm in . — 

> 

•- ...... : 

#^£A HARRIERS from HMS Illustrious have come under tire from 
Iraqi air defence units while helping to police the "no-fly* zone in 
south of the country. 

FA2s from 801 Squadron in HMS Illustrious have been focked-onto by 
missile targeting radars and fired at by anti-aircraft artillery (triple A) on 

A 

. . ^ 

several sorties over Iraq, 

Bui the Sea Harrier*, which have been After a visit to Bahrein the task group 

providing fighter cover for took part in a major GULFEJC organised by 

reconnaissance missions and working the US Navy's 5th Fleet, with RN 
alongside aircraft front the American vessels working alongside ships of both 
supercarriers USS John F Kennedy and the US and Bahraini navies. 

USS John C Stennis, have escaped dam* Air group# from HMS illustrious 

age on every occasion 'attacked the USS John C Steratm while 

While the FA2s have been busv with HMS Triumoh orovlded the submarine 




Operation Southern Watch, a tatvstrong 
Royal Navy task group led by HMS 
Illustrious hat been engaged In a series of 
exercises with Gulf and Allied navies 
Exercise Grey Strike tested communk;** 


Group 
HMS Ti 


Command In 
Humph, and a 


Ilona between Task 
HMS Illustrious and 
number of combined anti-submarine 
exercises followed. 

Grey Strike also showed that HMS 
Triumph can targe 
attack missiles (Ti 


I 


1 her Tomahawk land 
LAMS) by using data 
supplied by HMS illustrious and other 
elements of the task group. 

The Type 42 destroyer HMS Gloucester 
has been providing air defence for HMS 
illustrious and she has been taking pan in 
exercises with the Royal Saudi and 
Bahraini air forces who landed Super 
Puma helicopters on the illustrious s 1 tight 
deck* 

- - f -' 


threat, and Illustrious also refuelled from 
the American supply ship USS 
Tippecanoe, proving the Interoperability 
of m e NATO navies 

Hamers from 80l Squadron and 
Airborne Early Warning (AEW) helicopters 
from 843 NAS also took part In Exercise 
Neon Falcon, a regular air defence exer¬ 
cise between the RN. US Navy and 
Bahraini Defence Forces, 

Exercise Arabian Gauntlet was a coali¬ 
tion exercise Involving the minesweepers 
" — a t HMSBT ■ tJ= “ 


HMS Atherstone, 


ESridporl and HMS 



Inverness and it helped to enhance the 
mine countermeasure techniques used by 
the RN ships and their Gut! counterparts 
as well as the Dutch and Belgian navies. 

Hydrographic Survey vessel HMS 
Beagle has been busy gathering 
oceanographic data which will be used to 
update navigational charts needed for 







LLUSTRIOUS 


that 



Squadron hm com# under hr# ut t he Guff, 

Exercise Seif Serea off the coast of Oman 
next year. 

And HMS Monmouth has been heavily 
engaged in maritime interdiction 
operations in the Northern Arabian Gulf, 

The Type 23 frigate known to the Ffeel 
as Black Duke has been boarding 
commercial vessels in the Northern Gull 
to ensure that oil Is not being smuggled 
out of Iraq in contravention of the United 
Nations trade embargo. 

When the task group leaves the Gulf it 
will head for the Red Sea for exercises 
with the French Navy before passing 
through the Sue* Canal for visits to Israel 
and Alalia on the way back to the UK. 

Q WHEN THE supply ship RFA Fort 
George was ordered to dived from the 
Gull to join the aid effort in Mozambique 
she was ready to depart in fust t2 hours. 

During that time the RFA unloaded huge 


together 

their crews, ground staff, spare parts and 
luggage. 

The rapid transfer gave HMS Mueiriou* 


r group command to Rear AtJWakaf Stephen M a y a n 



enough stores to 
until RFA Oran 


• FTREHGHTERS Member* of me Damage Control teem In HSfS Wumtrkxm m the * RATIONS* ronnee of food end auppKf# 
middle of hanger firm eseme# w&n #nv«riv#d emupsl everyone on board dapfoymem to Mozambique, The squadron i 


% reedy tor 820 Mmvmi Mir Sqtmdnm** e m e rg ency 
as# wfth RFA Fori George in |uaf 12 hours 
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Life renewed for Spennymoor & Ferryhili 


One-man stand 


a dying branch 


THE DOGGED determination of former Fleet Air Arm sailor Chris Lewarne in 
refusing to allow a small County Durham branch to die has led to its revival. 

'rcawmitoocd* branch, with 


A matter of 
life and 
death on 
board ... 


THE 60-year-old author of a now book on the 
cruiser HMS Southampton was given the 
opportunity of presenting a volume to the 
Commanding Officer of the present 
Southampton. Cdr Mark Trevor, when sur¬ 
vivors of the wartime vessel were guests at the 
rededication of the Type 42 destroyer at 
Portsmouth 

Stroud RMA member Leonard Wells, whose 
book The Life and Death of a Cruiaer in World 


War Two. is drawn from his own experiences 
on board the fifth Southampton, sunk In 
January 1941. 

He made the book presentation al a ceremo¬ 
ny in the Type 42 5 hangar. Copies are on sale 
at the imperial War Museum and Chatham 
Historic Dockyard 

After her rededication. the Southampton was 
undertaking a seven-month tour of duty in the 
South Atlantic. 


Around the Branches 


All hough rcai m m ixsioned 
on February Spcfinvmoor 
and Fcrrvhnl branch yrm never 
realty disbanded. 

For yearn Shipmate Lew a me 
and the official standard tic tx>f£ 
each Remembrance Day were ail 
that w.i* left i»f the branch, and he 
wsk told that lime wav running out 
fur its continued existence. 

Hut with hb wife he appealed in 
ncwrvpupcf* and on local tadht and 
eventually found *ix rccrutta, who 
in I urn brought along other*. 

Chris said: The branch 
folded, but it waa never offi¬ 
cially closed because die 
standard was never laid up 

"It wav all that wav keeping it 
alive. | wav given ■ year to reform 
the branch nr give up ihe Man- 
dard." 

tlim n now the chairman of the 


Shipmate* John Snowball a* vfoe 
chairman, (tarret Murphy a* secre¬ 
tary, Paul King, a* treasurer, Vicky 
(Vmimu* as PRO and Olds's wife. 
F.h/abclh. as delegate and mvuI 
secret ary. 

Members were very pleased with 
the turnout and support friwn other 
branches for the recommevvioning 
ceremony. 

Abo there, were local digiti* 
farm am! member* of other 
Armed f orce*, u* well u National 
C ouncil chairman Shipmate Fred 
Chamber* and Im deputy. 
Shipmate Terry Balder 

Ihc branch holds meeting* at 
fipm every first and third 
Wednesday of the month on the 
first floor Of the KGH Hub at 
Spennymoor. (tiris and Flt/abclh 
Lewsm can be contacted on 
01588 mom. 


Aquitaine 

The Rag now flics proudly m 
France with the commissioning of 
Ihe first RNA branch there - 
Aquitaine Shipmate* heading for 
the Dordogne wiH find the branch 


ISO about VO mite* east of 
Bordeaux where a welcome awaits, 
provided visitors phone in advance 
to the branch chairman. Shipmate 
Ken Napier. on 15 55 Of 12 SO. 

The commiiuinming ceremony 
attracted great vupfxul front vhkv 
males throughout France, all rank* 
from former AH* to retired 
Captain* being present. 

(lucMs included the Nasal 
Attache. Copt Allan Adair and his 
wife, the British Consul m 
Bordeaux, and the pi evident of the 
French oqiitvalcitl of the RNA, 

Worthing 

The branch suffered a d*Hibk 
blow with the death* of vice pee**- 
dent. Shipmate fh*ug Dean, ci- 
RM, and chairman. Shipmate 
Harry Foster Member* of the 
bianch and standard hearer* and 
representative* of other RNA 
branches attended the funeral*. 

Fleeted as new vkc president 
a ml chairman were, rcsjxci rveh, 
Shumates Ray Billing and 
Newton. 

Woking 

Almost HI) shipmate* and 
guests cclebf a led the new millenni¬ 
um with a dinner dance, imsis 
were proposed by Shipmate* G, 
Mustard Rod Fraser and Dave 
Gomnge ami during the evening. 
Charles Rftdritffc was named 
Shipmate of the Year. 

There were award*, too, for 
Shipmates Bra: Rice and Jim Hall*. 
They were presented with silver 
salver* fin innstanding service. 
And seven ladies, who iwcr the 
years had provided food at social 
evening*. were made ho mu ary 
members. 

Shipmate Fraser thanked mem- 
her* for raising f4.dll) for Uk&\ 
charities last veaf. as well as 
UAOUD fiu the fVppy Day Appeal. 
He was aho grateful' for the spon¬ 
sorship of Gurkha veteran. 
SinhJur Rai of 10th Gurkha 
Rifles 

Boston 

Almost a year after us 50th 
annhrcmiy, fet>Mon branch bus 
been prevented with its Golden 
Intake certificate. tl was received 
from No. 9 Area Deputy National 
C i hi net I lor, Sb tpmat c Keith 
( liiwfiird. ta the branch president. 
Shipmate Brian Thom ion. The 
branch meet* at the Conservative 
Club, Mam Ridge, on the first 
Tuesday of each month. 

Looe 

When Shipmate* (icorgt Bulkf 
and ht* wife Pam - the branch's 
social secretary - celeb rated tberr 
golden wedding anniversary they 


asked friends to contribute towards 
a granite scat at a local beauty spot 
rather than buy them gifts 

As a result, and wtifi the help of 
Has t Loot Tiwn Trust, they hast 
now been able to provide another 
amenity for their community. 

Carlisle & District 

Branch member. Shipmate John 
Napier has had it rood named aftc* 
him m a new housing development 
in Aw. Ontario. 

The town of Aja* ha* strong 
link* with Bank of Ik River Plate 
veteran*, amt John tsi}} - who wav 
an HMS Exeter AB tn the buttle - 
attended the reunkin in Ajax for 
the former members of ihe ship* 
companies of the Exeter and of 


IIM ship* Ajax and Achilles, 

During the final c er emo ny he 
was told that « new mad would be 
named Napier Court in line with 
Ajax lown’v polity of naming 
streets after Riser Hate vetenuve 
C oincHknialiy, John 1 * daughter 
live* in Oshvuvth Crescent, Ajstx. 

Bury 

A surprise presentation of life 
membership wav made at the 
annual funeral meeting to the 
branch chairman. Shipmate Albert 
Garvey. Over the rust eight years. 
Albert ha* run the branch on a day- 
today bam Flower* were prevent 
cd to Atxn* wife, Hilda, for her 
typing efforts ami for organising 
raffle*, 


FLIGHTS 

SERVICES 


COMPETITIVE RATES TOR 

TRAVEL 

USA, CANADA & EUROPE 


We can ticket for any destination 

CENTRE 

Call for current 'Special Offers' 

FERRIES 

Building 271 


RAF Brampton 


Huntingdon 

SPECIAL RATES EOR THE SHORT CROSSING ROUTES 

PEI 8 8QL 

DOVER - CALAIS or OSTEND 
FOLKSTONE - BOULOGNE 

NEWHAVEN - DIEPPE 

Tel: 01480 436655 

HOVERSPEED : EUROTUNNEL 

Fax: 01480 436653 

P&O STENA : SEAFRANCE 

CPTN 92331 7936 

also 

& 7834 

STENA LINE - 

HARWICH TO HOOK OF HOLLAND 

E-mail 


CALL FOR THE LOWEST PRICES 

(ravel@stc.c lara.net 

DISCOUNTED PRICES ON MOST OTHER ROUTES 

Website 

Insurance : Annual & Single Trip 

www.servicestravcl.co.u k 

Car Hire : Airport Hotels & Parking 


SERVICES TRAVEL CENTRE 

ABTA : IATA : ATOL 

For all your travel needs 

Licenses held 


OUR Mystery Picture in lbe 
February issue was identified 
by J. A. Young ol Warminster. 
Wiltshire. He correctly spotted 
It as the destroyer HMS 
Chevron (1944-69). 

Hit entry was picked at ran¬ 
dom, and he receives our 130 
prize. The identity of this 
month a mystery ship also car* 
ties s 130 prize 


MYSTERY PICTURE 62 


i i 

J Name..... J 

I I 

| Address . | 

I t 

I I 

I. I 

I t 

I I 

I... I 

I I 

| My answer.. I 

I_I 


by Chris saves 
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Oldest sailor 


(105) given 


a rare send-off 


• Preceded by ex-service 
standards, Bitty Wrights 
friends bear his coffin into 
Beckenham Crematorium as 
(above left) it is saluted by a 
Royal Navy contingent from 
HMS Drake 

PtUrni Qnptffi AcfrwWvr 



B Shipmate Bitty Wright - he 
joined the Navy in t9w> 


A PARTY Of serving 
members of the Royal 
Navy provided a rare 
send-off at the funeral of 
the oldest member of the 
RNA - and probably the 
oldest former member of 
the Royal Navy. 

Two officer* and three rat¬ 
ings from the Maritime School 
at HMS Dryad in Hampshire 
attended the service for HJ5- 
year-old Shipmate Billy Wright 
of Bromley branch. They 
joined 50 member* of the RNA 
with standard* from the 
branches of Bromley. Pulley 


and Croydon. 

Aho there, were representatives 
of OimJtin and Addingtonbranch' 
o of the Rny»l British legion and 
(Yoydon Royal Artillcry Assoc* 
tat ion 

Bills joined the Navy as a bov 
entrant m ISIUi serving unlit \9}$, 
He was recalled for duty in IW> T 
being demobbed in W5 as an ebk 
seaman. 

During WnrW War! he served in 
HM vhifh, Vhrid Paulk mu. the bat¬ 
tleship HMS Cemmtem - from 
shch he wax drafted a few <i»ys 
before she took part in the Bank* 
of In Hand and the itcsl rovers 
Contest and Valorous. 

Between the wars his ships 
included the aircraft carriers Eagle 
and Furium. and the battleship 


HMS Revenge fn I m Billy was in 
the Revenge when she wm vent to 
Ixmir to protect British mlercMs 
dunng the Grcco-TUridsh war. 

During World War II he served 
in the crubcr HMS Cere* in the 
early stages of the Battle of the 
Atlantic* subsequently serving at 
the shore have* HMS Drake ami 
HMS Kestrel - the RN air station 
at Worthy Down. 

In MbW Billy received the 
legion dTtormcur from France in 
rccngnitNin of his FirM Work! War 
service. 

He was active alrmrsi to the time 
of his death. At the sheltered 
accofmiHJclatiiin in which he Itved. 
he mostly k*>kcd after himself, get¬ 
ting help only with housework ami 
laundry. 


Lottery pays 
for branch's 
leaking roof 

THE PROBLEM of paying for repairs to 
Bromley branch's leaking roof has 
been solved - thanks to a £2.800 grant 
by the National Lottery Charities 
Board 

And as the branch • HO at Bromley 
Common is also that of TS Narvik* the local 
Sea Cadets have oenfited. too. 

Another sum of near £1,000 was granted 
from the Lottery fund to Bromley and 
District branch of the As location of wrens 
to buy a display stand and office equip¬ 
ment to enhance recruitment 

Active in Bromley tor 50 years the Wrens 
group takes pert in a wide range of activi¬ 
ties which new recruits can join by calling 
Marion Leaver on 0181 850 5580 
Bromley branch ot the RNA, also on the 
look-out for new members, can be contact¬ 
ed through Alan Clarke on 01688 B15454 


In Brief 


VICE PRESIDENT of Winder branch* 
Shipmate Peter Gray, h** been made .in MBfc. 
A member wI the brunch since 1957. Peter ix a 
life member and a member nf the HMS Gunge* 
Association 

MARKET Harborough's social secretary* 
Shipmate Geoff Chester* has also been 
made an MBE He is a Principal Officer in 
the Prison Service. 

HAVING organised a donation for the 
Falkland* Memorial Chape! at Pangbounrc 
(’tillcgn* Shipmate Robert Lmvin of 
Lctchmorth A Hitch in branch ai tended the 
chapvf toRteld op eni n g by the Uuccn. and with 
the other guctfs joined'ner for ica. 

A MILLENNIUM lunch ai Criccieth was 
attended by 40 members of Pwllheli branch. 
Special guest was Lt Col R, E. Thomas. 

SHIPMATE Charles Brown was honoured with 
life membership ill a meeting of Wisbech 
branch The award wax made in rtosnitioo of 
hts long sc nice a* Midst xccretary ami irtMAur- 
ci. He rs alvo a member of die RN Patrol 
Service AsMiciaiKKi, 

AT THE annual general meeting of 
Leicester branch the following shipmates 


were elected: A, Plant (chairman), R. Carter 
(vice chairman)* T Bailey (treasurer). 
Donations of C50 each were made to Ihe 
RN Benevolent Trust and the Merchant 
Navy Memorial Fund. 

ARRANGEMENTS for the parade and dedka- 
tiofi on April 2 of the new standard of Excicf 
branch were being made by Shipmate Richard 
l >t: ben ham, et-RM, a committee member and 
recently created life member Formerly of 
Luton branch* he t* also chairman irf No. 4 Area 
and ha* held liWMt office* at Exeter* 

NEWLY-FORMED Hornsey branch held its 
first social evening at which 46 members 
ot Enftefcf branch were t otecte lned. The 
retiring chairman of the Royal British 
Legion branch was presented with associ¬ 
ate membership, a badge and tie by 
Hornsey's vice president (Shipmate D. 
Wheeler)* Shipmate Wheeler's daughter, 
and chairman John Godridge 

PRESIDENT of Paddock Wood branch* 
Shipmate U Cdr A. h 5* Knocker RN (retd) 
prcMmtcd life membership to Shipmate* Rn 
Hubble and Fred King, ami ‘thank ytni" certifi¬ 
cates to Shipmates Rill Skinner. John Steven*. 
Phil Jeffrey and Peter Barren. 




Naval Quirks 


-WAS ORIGINALLY 
"N£LSONC 0 HFlD£S 
THAT EVERY MAN 
WILL OO HIS PUTy 


eUT THIS V£RS»(?N 
WOULD HAVE REl3tJ I REP 
MANY MORE FLAGS 
ANP TAKEN TOO LONG 
TO., AHEM.. HOIST! 


..then again using 

ONLV FOUR FLAGS 
1 CAN SIGNAL-. 

» GET STOCK IN 

i &nc 


Rules brought 
into play over 
RNA youngest 

MEMBERS at Budc and Kendal who claim to have the RNA* 
youngest recruits have been put right by those shipmates who 
nave read the rules carefully* 

Nmy Nem in its February issue 
reported vcpustu claims nv the 
branches Innt 14-ycar-old Sea 
Cade! Katie Sparse* of Budc 
bread! and 17-year-old serving 
Nil lot Michael Dam uf Kendal 
held the record a* the 
AxsooatkmY youngest members. 

That was in frepoiac tn an earli¬ 
er item from Blackpool and Hide 
branch that sailor Nicholas 
Shddnck { Ik) was poaribty the 
youngett 

It seems l hat* after all* 

Wadi|Ki*4\ claim remains (so far) 
unchallenged* ax RNA headquar¬ 
ters confirms that m> oik can 
become a member of ihe 
Association under (he age of 18* 

If chapter and verse t* required, 
the KCKtuy of Kingston upon 
Thames branch. Shipmate Gordon 


Tucker* wrote to us pointing out 
i hat "Regrettably Katie cannot he 
a full member under Membership 
Rule 2(c) a> she K neither serving 
in the RN nor is she cx-RN. 
Neither can she be an motiafe 
member under Rule 2fe i ax afee ha* 
nut yet a (lamed Ihe age i*f lh 
ll pains me to east a damper an 
Ihe wyillliwii of such a xeemmgh 
keen and dedicated young pe rson 
However. Tukx * rules' and must 
he adhered He" 

Mr Tucker nevcflhcJc&ft pasacx 
his best wishes to Katie for her sue 
ccsx m her ambition to be a Royal 
Marines musician as does 
General Secretary Cap* Bob 
McOueen RN tretdl. who said 
there wax no objection to Katie 
attending meetings and taking pari 
in RNA RtkMks as she ts doing. 



To win one m thtre family tic Rets simply 
answer the three simple questions below 


A FANTASTIC DAY OUT FOR ALL 


27th ~ 29th MAY 2000 

Bern report on page B 

What are Ihe dates of this year's KM Chatham Navy Days? 


The Fleet Air Arm Historic Flight at KM Chatham Navy Days 
will consist of a Swordfish arid what other plane? 

Horn tall is the Parachute Training Tower? 



Complete this entry form and send it to: J 

Navy News / KM Chatham Navy Days Competition. 

Navy News, HIlS Nelson, Queen Street FortsuKHith* Hants RQt 3HH 

TO ARRIVE HO LATER THAN FRIDAY 5TH MAY 2000 

Fwmrnmmmt 
V tewsuw 

01634 823800 





































































Jtose® Hid 
School 



Trending 
(Quality TAmatusn 
in a 

Demanding World 
( htldrrn aftd 

6-13 yn. 


Y iNir ihildtrn would Imc n Kerr at Kmc Hill 1|% like a ml family and 
we all care about melt otKer I ke work t\ challenging but our mu!t% 
aft amajing Rmc Hill bdiem in the puruiu of excellence and the 
Uaff gi»t the ihildnrn all the Help 1K0 need, always cmmiraging them to 
gore of their my beet. The children abo Have at Itui Unit Knur* of \port 
every week; and ibctr arc a hmt of acttvmo to ehootc from a» wrll. 

We have a wonderful. vibrant, boarding programme; and the day children 
deep met at well all (be time. It u much more like being in a country hold 
than boarding at tchool. The nut root arc lovdr and the food n delicious 
Conic along and tee fur ynurtclvca. ScImniI dnrui’i lute to hr all work it 
can he fun at well* 

Phone now, 01453 843196, for your Rose Hill, experience. 

Alder ley. Wotton - under Edge, Gloucestershire Gil 2 7QT 
Telephone: (01453) 843196 and 521524 Fax. (01453) 842765 
Headmaster: R.C.G . Lyne Ttrkts Cert Ed.. M81M 


St. Lawrence College 

Ramsgate, Kent, CT11 7AE 



3-11 years Nursery & 
Junior Schools (IAPS) 
11-18 years Middle & 
Senior Schools (HMC) 


SPECIAL FEES PACKAGE 
FOR SERVICE FAMILIES 

Services Boarding Allowance 
♦ 10% of main fees 


We offer the best Tor >our children: 

• High Examination Pass Rate to University 

• Close Pastoral C are • Excellent Facilities 

• Wide Range of Cultural Activities • Strong Chnstian Ethi* 

For More information contact The Headmaster’s Secretary: 

Tel: (01843) 592680 Fax: (01843) 851123 

e-mail: Headmaster.SLCtPtdial.pipex.com 
www.st-lawrence-college.com 

CtwtvNuTtMr 307W1 



, ,..rw W: (01794) 51220* Fmu <01794) 511737 

tinting to «*Kttt d««wn emM*y.p»rfc KhootOv 1 r 9 in.net 



The Independent Schools krtormjfon 
Service (ISIS) provides you with up 
to date information about 

independent fee paying schools 

Phone for a free regional ISIS 
handbook giving details of schools 
m (he South and West 

Tel: 01736 799250 


EISIS 

Independent Schools 
Information Service 


<Quoting nt NNM4J0) or write to 
(SIS (South and tost). 

Trevarrack House, Levant St Ives. 
Cornwall TR?6 3HA 



BOUNDARY OAK SCHOOL 

R<hm Cm ri. Wickham Roao. Famham. P0I7 5BI. 

w w w. boundaryoak.co.uk 


Coeducational Nursery & Preparatory School (Day & Boarding) 

Nursery school: nsing 3-5 years 
Preparatory Department 5*13 years 

GIRLS BOARDING AVAILABLE 

Family atmosphere a Large Sports Grounds ♦ Strong Forces Link 

For tu* (Solatia ot Scholarships and a Prospectus 
Please telep h one Fareham (01329J 280955 . S Own* jorm 



SCHOOL 






SOARDiM. AND DAY SOKXM K* BOB AND GOOi HUfAJUTOtY VII St MOO II -If 


Trinity School is thriving: 

Hr hate inemuistf pupil numbers aud first rate exam and (ports results, 

I he School u focused on the nerd* of individual* and helps to build 
confidence, thus helping them to realise their full potential. 
Coww can he tailored to manure individual ability 
Statement (rum a recent School leaver. 

“The leather* help ms become more mature, and to respect others 
opinions. They are all so eery helpful here’ 

(her £2 million has been spent out the last 5 uars 
on a structured development programme including boarding 
accommodation with rn-suite facilities. 


Imm mm Ait ^ ~ mm -*- - * r .. ^ , j -- i -- m Am A i _ 1 

Item mitt •r ndnfflt m ffrOUIff MBfW rMi fill# fVRr VBtuif 

Heme cvmtmrl Lesley < mnntmgham. 

-TRINITY SCHOOL- 

m ( kiUDQ HMD* 11 IGNMOI HI*DEVON* 1014 RUT 

Id 101626) •’■'•1138 Rb 101626) 771541 

c mail: lrinftcl 23 Paol.com www.triaityftchool.co.nk 

lmutt Vhnol m a (kartuMr i minute In* ik nlu* jimni ■>( ihikbra 
Mrwhn nl ISA - Rrg Outtty No 17tMA) - Vtinlttni ISC 



THE ROYAL SCHOOL HAMPSTEAD 

Principal: Mrs C.A. Stihson B A. (Oxon) 

)SIS INDEPENDENT BOARDING AND DAY 
*¥? SCHOOL FOR GIRLS 7-18 YEARS 


A HOME F ROM HOME FOR YOUR DAUGHTER 

Here in Hampstead, your daughter can receive an excellent education 
whilst studying in a car mg. happy and secure cm imnmcnt We provide 

• A hiiMtl kroxJ cumcukim. well qualified stall and small classes. 

• Flourishing activities including Spun. Drama. Dance and Musk-. 

• Modem account* xlutNin with good facilities. 

• Frequent educational and cultural visits. 

• Escort fur young girls to tra\el termini 

• Very cienpctitivc Ices chtsely related to Boarding School Allowance 

Applic.itions ate also invited fnnn cx-senKvmen in need, for whose 
daughters signifKani fee reductions could he available, if suitably qualified 


Please eontaci: 

The Admissions Secretary, The Royal School, 
Hampstead. 65 Kosslyn Hill. London MY3 5UD. 
Tel: 0171 794 7707 

A Knftstrrrtl chants bwmled for the education the dattfhten of srntcrmrn 


Close rapport 
the secret 
at Ramsgate 

WITH around 150 children in the Junior School and 360 in 
the Senior. St Lawrence College. Ramsgate is small 
enough to provide a secure family environment, yet large 
enough to be challenging and competitive academically, 
in numerous sports, and in a wide range of social and 
cultural activities 

Regular communication with parents is considered vital. 
Monthly Tutor Cards (or mini-reports) are filled in by teachers 
and sent to parents and there is a full School Report twice a 
year at Senior School, termfy at Junior. Senior pupils also meet 
once a week with their Personal Tutor, so problem situations can 
be highlighted early and dealt with discreetly 

Most recent developments include extensive investment in 
information technology, design technology, libraries and the 
opening of an all-weather Astroturf pitch with floodlighting 
facility and a mufti-gym and fitness centre. 

Some scholarships are available at 8.11,13 and 16 years for 
academic high flyers, and bursaries are also available for the 
children of members of the Armed Forces. 

Generous sibling discounts are given to parents who have a 
second or third child attending the school. For the academic 
year commencing September 2000, these have been fixed at 25 
per cent discount on the main fees for the second child and 50 
per cent for any subsequent child. 



At Wykeham House we offer 

• i tradition of 4ntk «n (duration 

• a happy yet *t troubling cm ir o n m e nl 

• a brood and balanced curriruhim 

• wnaH cb%» dm to rmorr personal attention 

• a paiinerxhip brio re n borne and school 

• a lommitinrnt to rvlra-curricular actitttir* 


r C HO®' 

USA DAY SCHOOL 
tok t.lMI N At.1.1) I tb 


• modern Information Technology uiitrv 

• rxcrttrnt GGSE mult* 

• loo Nunrri (loan 


fop \t«>Ht IMIlHMMinS (OMUT: Till III U1MIMHISN \1. 
Ea%l Street, f Mrebam HantvPUIA IHIVA Trl it * 2 * 28 EI 78 «r ftv «MM - 

Laud M HAwMyietuwnau iranw m ai *eh«<»c Hup /Sim Joam m «K 



Wellington School 

Wellington Somerset TA21 8NT 


• Independent (HMC) co-educational day and boarding. 

10-16 years 

• Highest quality of pastoral care and outstanding academic 
results. Thriving music and drama departments 

• Realistic fees with Service bursaries, scholarships and 
music exhibitions available 


for further details, please contact the Bursar 
CdrRD Coupe OBE RN 

01823 668800 

Email: adminOwellington-school.org.uk 

Rug Chanty Ho 3102 BB to prom* quoMy aducafcon tor chftfren 



Monkton 



©Combe 



■ S C H O O L 

PU-MtP IUNIQR SENIOR 

BOYS AND GIRLS BOARDING AND DAY 2-19 

OPEN MORNING 

Junior School & Pre-Prep 

Saturday 13th May 2000 

COME AND SEE US OR SEND FOR A PROSPECTUS 

r -n 

I Please send a PROSPECTUS and OPEN DAY details | 

[ for the Senior School j] Junior School [] Pre-Prep 



IWod. J* J j 

nMM PWN INK 11 Mr* htmu Nw mwi. Monkton Combi I dU p l 
■ATH BA2 7MG T*t fl27$ 7311II F*l 0122S 721 III 

to If Jbmrtrm «4 e*| mkJ Uit/ WO«k ION/ 
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Education 



Male first at 
all-girls High 

ROYAL High School headmistress Margaret Winfield retires this month amid 
great regret - but the girls have a landmark first’ to look forward to with her 
successor. • James Graham-Brown 



James Graham-Brown is the 
first male head ever in be 
appointed to anv of the 25 
Girls Day School 'irusl schools 
in the country since their 
ftMMMOQ m 1872 

Married *ith two daughters, he 
has hcen headmaster at Truro 
High School for Girh for the past 
seven years, lie began his tcjcnmc 
career at Bath - and mm he is hack 
there as head of the city’s only 
independent school for girls, 
where he will move in with his 
family over faster. 

-| am sure this will add to the 
school's family feel.** Margaret 
Winfield told Saw New*. “That 
has always been our aim. to create 
a supportive and friendly 
community, tn which each girl is 
helped to grow in confidence and 
fulfil her potential." 

Says James Graham-Brown: 

This school really provides the 
best of lw*th worlds Academic high 
fliers soar, while levs outstanding 
students arc given plenty of 


sun port. The hoarders feel secure 
inn! cosy in their community, but 
also form friendships with many 
day girlv 

“11k day girls in turn can use 
the flexi boarding hi slot into the 
boarding community whenever 
they need or want to. The school's 
single sex environment guarantees 
a study climate which allows girls 
to triumph in the league tables, but 
the programme of extra curricular 
activities ensures co-operation 
with a number of other schools, 
notably P ccchcn Cliff (the former 
City of liaih Boy* Grammar 
School), which provides plenty of 
opportunity for joint efforts and 
for socialising. Our fees ure among 
the lowest in the country. while our 
results arc among the best. 
Anticipating the abolition of the 
ismMcJ placa scheme, the Iru'i 
embarked on a v.isi fund-raising 
project to replace APs with Trust 
bursaries - so arty bright girl who is 
willing to work cim get a place at a 
Trust school tcgardlcss of her 
parents' circumstances." 



CHILTON CANTELO SCHOOL 

IMPORTANT 

TO: Parents willing to invest £271 (*BSA) per term in 

their child’s future. 

FROM: Chilton Cantelo. a small ‘family’ school 

(Dorset/Somerset borders) offering a broad 
first-class education to boys and girls aged 7-18. 

RE: Further information, please contact us today on 

(01935) 850555 to arrange a visit. 


NEWLANDS 


a family of schools 
Coeducational day & boarding school 
for pupils aged 2’/j - 18 years 



Acodamic, Cultural A Sporting Excallanc* 
Outstanding ort, dromo. music A dance 
High percentage of forces boarders 
(fees in line with BSA) 

Accelerated Learning Centre 
offers specialist tuition 

Trjvd and escort arrangement* include airports, Fareham, 
Hornsey. Aldershot. Maidstone Ac Victoria Station 

For further details contact Susan (ainliflfc Tel. 01323 490000 
Fax: 01323 898420 or e-mail: ncwlandxl^tmn.com 
www.ncwlandv-school.com 
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The Royal High School 
Bath GDST 

Independent Day and Boarding School 
I <n Girls tgc 1 IK 



10% discount for service families 
Boarding and tuition fees from £3,300 a term 
One of 25 GDST schools renowned for academic success 

Well developed networked ICT facilities • New programme of upgrading boarding 
Wide range of extra curricular activities * Excellent amenities for sport, leisure and recreation 
Attractive location in the World Heritage City of Bath 
IHeasc contact: 

The Admissions Secretaries, The Royal High School, 
Lansdown Road, Bath BA1 5SZ 


Tel: 01225 313877/313873 Fax: 01225 465446 

Email: royalhigh@bat.gdst.net Web: www.gdst.net/royalhighbath 
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The Duke of Kent School is an LAPS co-educational school for 190 children aged 4-13. 
Set in beautiful grounds and offering superb facilities, we provide a caring and happy environment for each of 
oux pupils, with an emphasis on personal tuition and individual development. 

Vie have hem educating children from Service families for many yean and offer 
bursaries for ytmng boarders from the Services. 

It vuu would like tu find out more about m. come along to our Open Day 
on <m!i Ma\ when the Head nutter. out! and tliildfcn will U- !up|n tn jm%v\o your questinm ^ 

and sh<»w you onmnd. ITcrc will be a short talk by the Headmaster at 11 o'clock. * 


Duke of 
Kent School 


F.whuni. Suney GU6 7NS 

Tck (01483) 277313 Fax: 101483) 27386 2 

wwwr. dukrafkcnt.surrey.sch.uk email: dok.tchooiKvifgii 


Newiands School, Kasthomc Road. Scaford. Fast Sussex BN2S 4NP 

Uunh No 29-606 



CHILDREN'S 


EDUCATION 


Service Children’s Education 
(United Kingdom) 


Do you have concerns about 
your child’s education? 

Contact SCE(UK) for advice, 
support & information. 


HQ Services Children’s Education (UK) 
Trenchard Lines, Upavon, Pewsey 
Wiltshire SN9 6BE 

Telephone Helpline: 01980 618244 Mil: 94344 8244 
Fax: 01980 618245 Mil: 94344 8245 
























































Pompey High 
stretches out 

THIS summer will see the completion of the first phase of 
an ambitious three-year development and expansion pro¬ 
gramme at Portsmouth High School. 

The sixth form will move into their own house on the senior 
school site and the two existing senior school libraries will unite 
and relocate to become a state-of-the-art library and resources 
centre, which will complement the generous provision for inde¬ 
pendent research and learning that the school currently provides 

At the same time, another laboratory will be created - a much- 
needed facility for a school which regularly sees at least half its 
A- level candidates go on to study medicine and other science- 
related subjects - as well as an improved provision for the teach- 
mg and practice of music 

The second and third phases are equally ambitious - including 
plans for a new soorts hall and new buildings to accommodate 
the early years at the junior school. 


"This is an outstanding school 

OFSTED 


* A voluntary aided, mixed 13-18 Grammar School 

* No tuition costs. Boarding tecs £1,975 per term 

* 57% A/B grades at A level. 90% of students go on to 

* 400 seat theatre, sports hall, astroturf and a new 
technology centre 

* Weekend programmes with a wide ranee of outdoor 
pursuits 

* Art. design, music and drama thrive 

* 75 acres of grounds 

Contact the Registrar at: 

Cranhrook School, Cranbrook. Kent. TNI 7 3JD 

Tel: 01580 712554 Fax: 01580 715365 

E-mail: registrar^ cranhrook.kcnt.sch.uk 


/^RANBROO'IT' 

SCHOOL XV 

One of the most successful schools in Britain 


Portsmouth 
High School 


OllR COMMITMENT IS THEIR FUTURE 

A LEADING INDEPENDENT 
SCHOOL FOR GIRLS 

1982 - established by the Girls Day School Trust 
Consistently high academic profile 
International sponswomen 
Duke of Ldinburgh (.old Award winners 

I mphasts on pastoral carr • Opportunities lor participation in the 
performing arts • Strong 1C provision • structured careen facility' 
• Inspirational junior Department • Scholarships and financial 
assistance available for the Senior School and Sixth form 
For further information please contact our Admissions Secretary 

TH: (025) 4282 6714 Fax: (075) 9781 4814 
email : adnutsionicr poi gdst. net 
www.gdst.net, portsmouthhigh 

Portsmouth High School 
Kcni Road Southsea P05 3EQ 


Gnu s Day School Trust 


SCHt HARM If PS AND FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE 


ST PETROC’S SCHOOL 

Ocean View Road. Bude. Cornwall. 
EX23 8NJ 
Tel: (01288) 352876 
Headmaster R.N. Baird. BA. P.G.C.E. 

WHERE CHILDREN COME FIRST 

• Small Classes • Reports every three weeks 
• Individual attention • Staff who care and encourage 
• Affordable and fnendly 

41 The staff and pupils work very hard to create 
a successful school " 

(Independent Schools Inspectorate) 

St Petroc’s accepts the full B.S.A. as payment of fees 

A registered chanty (number 306578) founded to provide education 




We’re proud 
of what we 
build here 

If you’d like to find out more about why we are in such demand, 
please phone for an individual appointment. 

You will be made most welcome. We award service bursaries. 


LOMOND 

SCHOOL 

Helensburgh 

10 Stafford Street, 
Helensburgh, 
Dunbartonshire 
GS4 fpL 
Telephone: 
(01436)672476. 


Convert your experience 

into qualifications... 


r ^ 

Vocational Education Training Programme 


The following BTEC Qualifications (NC.ND.HNC.HND.CMS & DMS) are 
available under the above programme. 


Faculty of Technology 

BS EN ISO 9002 REGISTERED 

• PLANT ENGINEERING nc. no hnc. hndi 

• MECHANICAL ENGINEERING hnc hnO) 

• ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING <hnc, HNO) 

• ELECTRONICS hnc hno) 

• TELECOMMUNICATIONS ihnc. hnd 


Faculty of Business and 
Management 

• CERTIFICATE IN MANAGEMENT 
STUDIES (CMSi 

• OIPLOMA IN MANAGEMENT 
STUDIES (QMS) 

• PROFESSIONAL AWARD IN 
SUPERVISORY MANAGEMENT 

• INTRODUCTION TO SUPERVISORY 
MANAGEMENT 


The programme is an initiative by Blackburn College to assist individuals 
to attain recognised qualifications using the Accreditation of Prior 
Learning (APL) process for a portion of the award 


Interested? 


Then contact Barbara Clarkson, Faculty of Technology, Blackburn 
College, Feilden Street, Blackburn, Lancashire BB2 1LH. 

Telephone: 01254 694441/691237/692417/672328 Fax: 01254 679647 
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Recruitment & Business Opportunities 



Broaden Your Horizons... 

Tha Royal Naval Raaorva (RNR) comprises civilian 
volunteers (including tx-RN) lo augment the Royal Navy 
m stretch, crisis, tension and war. at saa and ashore 


Se 

NAVAL 

RESERVE 



Reservists tram at one of 
13 Reserve Training 
Centres across UK and 
worldwide throughout the 
Fleet The commitment ts 
2 weeks continuous 
training a year plus an 
evening most weeks and 
the occasional weekend 

Uniform is free and naval 
pay and travelling 
expenses are payable: m 
addition, most reservists 
qualify for an annual 
tax-free bonus (Bounty) - 
currently up to £1,050 pa. 

Recruits are normally Bntish or Commonwealth subfects. 
aged between 16 and 40 years (45 tor ex-RN). 
male or female and physically fit. 


For further Information, contact your nearast Reserve Training Centra 
or Armed Forces Careers Office. 

For details of these phone 0345 300123 (24hr») or 01705 727676. 


OIL RIGS 

The faaenMaf OuMU - 
FOR ANYONE WHO IS SITTRESTEO M 
WORK OFFOHORi ON 06. RKM ANO 
oof smt know where to start 
PACKED FULL OF AU THE 
INFORMATION YOU WILL EVER NEED 

about ok. rkjs. 

• BOOKS TOOAi • 


acwgo Are Thor won CNeolsy f 
L**c« FVS 1§J u* 


RECREATIONAL TYPE AIRSTRIP 


(Used by 0HFS Shawburyl 
with full planning consent 60 
acre farm, and property for sale 
west of Birmingham, 

For details and information nng 
Mobile number: 07702-077996 
or Telephone: 01584 890486 


h) Computeach 

sa inKTiuitinnal 

LOOKING FOR A CHANGE? 

Want a job that is rewarding - 
both financially and professionally? 


We can help. Computeach offers 
distance learning courses in 
programming, networking, website 
design, systems analysis and 
database management, which is 
ideal for forces personnel. 

To ftnd out more, come sod meet Nigel 
Wiltshire, who took the plunge with one of our 
oourses, at our FREE presentation at 

The Royal Sailors' Home Club, 
Queen Street, Portsmouth 
on Wednesday 5th April 2000. 


One hour sessions at 1400. 1530. 1700 and 1830 
For more information call 
James Wmdle or Neil Whelan on 0121 605 1111 
If you can t attend but would like an info pack call 0800 657 657 



PRINT TO SUCCESS 


♦ We prim quaftty product* used by 
NEXT RE EDO*. ADIDAS me 

♦ W* isganey requ*e amOtoout poop** 
to run a PRINT BUSINESS trorr HOME 

a FULL ©» part time 

♦ Earn up to C40 pe* tour 
e tqu prani tossed tor £28 per 


Tel: 01623 634140 (24 hr*) 
01623 420066 9 xm- 4 pm 

•marl print u*#e*synet co uk 


Iing The Forth? Want THE 
job not A job? FvScrvicc* in 
Business? Join Thr U%t il*% FREE 
Opts to ScroceUn Scrtico k ill Rani* 
Thr CMcniuJ Job Scwtfi k feiuncM Dtfniur> 
TVrr aai auflar yenoa earned Anwrfc ttr Im 
•M Mart fiat fta» to trip ■*' Lfcr Water 
*»**%*.lhcksluk.rfNai TT 014*3 20S KA.1 
P1> tUx 154. IhNHlatd. In italaunf l.l 141H 


Are you 

looking for a 

new career 

Then look at becoming a 

driving 

instructor... 

earn up to £400pw + car 

with Job 

satisfaction? 

if the idea of working as a self-employed 
driving instructor appeals to you. then call 
for more information about our approved 
instructor training course. 

FOR DETAILS 

CALL FREE 

CENTRAL INSTRUCTORS ASSOCIATION 

0800 70 7000 


JOBSEARCHERS 


Ready to move on? 

01753 890243 

CVs & Job Search 
for all Ranks of 
Service Personnel 
www.jobsearchers.co.uk 

S E3 SL m 



Offshore jobsearch 


Offshore Oilfield Work 

Wc offer the complete service 
Irom compiling your CV. 
onangmy courses and fax in? your 
CV to ALL relevant companies 
Plus three months follow up. For 
more information send two first 
class stamps to: 

Offshorr lobsc.mlt. 
34 Killlrbrlgs, llcddom 
NK15 unn. 

Or rail: 01661 8S4S66 


‘‘CRI \V SEARCH - 
TALI. SHIPS 2<M>0~ 

The Sailiny Ldch ART fHt SA is no* 
looking lev cnpvk members lagcsl 16-251 
lev Icy 5 iN the Toll Sfups 2IXI) races 
Hus «.uvnpn«es flytny u» HrmujtLa mi 
June I lih. race k> Our lesion. 

S ( anthru then tratsc in tiwnpan) 
up ike kaslcm Seaboard nt the 
l mti.nl Suits disembark mg at Arauftdis 
uj fly hati lo the IK m June Vftk 
The price is £11 VS iikLludmy Riykls 
Appiu oravu u- U C*dr Franks. RN Ret d 

Tel: 01634 711566 
Fax: 01634 295905 

e mail angetajar* Ihusato bigss tf.net 


Chiropody 


RAPID HOME STUDY COURSE WITH 
PRACTICAL APPLICATION MCLUOCD 
CAN LEAD TO A NEW LIFE FOR YOU 


PROFESSIONAL 
M STATUS H 


SECURITY OF 
HIOH SALARY 


Nil baapa iW»-mlto, *pk— or fax 


0121-559 0180 


Waal Midlwvlx TRAIN FOR 

School of ONLY 

CHIROPODY L ® ft l 


|»dly 

:r» T .Va 


WWW! Itfchilho<)< o<g ut 


DEPUTY MANAGER 

IRONMONGERS’ HALL 

Required by 

City of London Livery Company. 

Duties include Facilities and Hall Management. 
Good practical knowledge of catering and 
domestic service. Hands-on approach a 
requirement. Basic IT skills and silver care 
experience desirable. Regular late night/wcckcnd 
working. £20K plus overtime. 

Suit Warrant OfTiccr/Scnior Stcward/Catcrcr. 
Job description available from: 

Hall Manager 020 7606 2726. 

Fax Applieatum/CV to: 

020 7600 3519 by end of April. 

Interviews mid-Mav; 

Appointment to commence 2 July 2000. 


We’re making headlines 

Store Managers and Assistant Managers 

TAS are taking the country by storm We re already the UK 5 most successful convenience 
and newsagents store chain with 1200 outlets nationwide • now we've got even bigger plans 
for the future 

Plans we d hke you to star m We ve got plenty to offer ambitious managers keep us thriving 
and we II make sure you thrive too 

To join us. you H need retail experience and ideally some management or supervisory 
experience But more than that, we re looking for the zest and enthusiasm to motivate 
and lead your team by example Assistant Managers could be managing their own store 
within 12-18 months Managers can expect real responsMty and every opportunity to 
develop (along with either a car allowance or an accommodation allowance, depending on 
your circumstances). 

So turn your performance into profit Send your CV to Helen Savin. Personnel and 
Development Manager T&S Stores pic. 126a High Street. CoieshtH. Warwickshire 
B46 3BJ Alternatively contact our recruitment answerphone on 01543 363111 (24 hours). 
Please quote reference HSNN 

ONE-STOP 

DILlOn/ 


BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITY 

Pub For Sale - Gosport town 
centre The Fox is Gosports 
oldest Tavern, well known by 
naval personnel 

Leasehold £58,000 

IS* 01637 872308 


POLICE RECRUITMENT 


0EVEL0P THE SKILLS 
THE POLICE ASSESS. 
HOME STUDY PROGRAMME 

Sew Leaf Education 

It I: ii1302 899954 

H> Bm 4WI. DOV'tfl KR l>VI WL 
to to to.nt'to lrarrducatiun.cn.uk 


Never closed to talent 


To advertise on our 
Recruitment page 
Telephone Debbie 
Stirman on 023 927 
25062 24226 - Now! 


BRISTOW HELICOPTERS LTD 

Army Air Corpt Centre. Middle Wallop Sttxlbridge. Hampshire $020 8DY 

Tel: 01980 674314 Fax: 01264 782439 

Immediate vacancies exist for 

LYNX AIRFRAME/ENGINE FITTERS 

£16,000 - £17,400 pa 

to work in 1 *• and 2”* line maintenance at the 
School of Army aviation. Middle Wallop 

Employment will involve shift and dav work routines, some weekend 
commitments and periods of maintenance support away from base. 
The company offers 20 days annual lease rising to 25 days after 4 
years, 8 days public holidays, contributory' pension scheme, atcidenl 
and life assurance benefits and staff travel discounts. 
Applicants should wnte or fax the Engineenng Manager, giving full 
details of airc raft experience and qualifications quoting Ref: N 199 

All applicants will be reviewed and only those 
considered suitable will be contacted. 


FLS Aerospace Limited 


Thu prospect of joining FLS Aorotpoca it an exciting one. Already a 
lending independent provider of fuN support maintenance service* 
to the airline industry. FLS awn to be a world leader 


Operating from London Gatwick. London Stansted. London Luton 
and Manchester awports. we now have vacancies for the Mowing: 


LICENSED ENGINEERS 
COMMERCIAL PERSONNEL 


WIDE RANGING ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF 


MECHANICAL /AVIONIC WORKSHOP MECHANICS 


MECHANICAL Engine Shop / Hydraukc Shop / Sheet Met* 
AVIONIC Instrument Shop / Radio Shop / Electrical Shop 


Applications from qualified engi n eers welcomed Experience m Aerospace 
advantageous Out appropriate irarung w* be provided where necessary 


This »s on outstanding opportunity to join a growing organoatior that offers 
an attractive rem ^novation package inducing a competitive salary, 
excellent benefits and sound prospects for career advancement 


Please apply in writing enclosing CV to Guy Whittaker 
Senior Personnel Officer. FLS Aerospace Urrwted. Long Border Road. 
London • Stansted Airport. Essex CM24 IRE 


For Company information see our website at * 
www FLSAeropsace com 

E mad guywtfflsacrospace com Fax No 01279 680085 


ADVERTISING RATES 

(excl. VAT) as effective from 1st April 2000 


DISPLAY 


Full Page 

£2,180 

Half Page 

£1,204 

Quarter Page 

£680 

S.C.C.. 

£13.50 

CLASSIFIED 


Lineage 

90p per word 

Trade minimum 

30wds. 

For Sale, Minimum 

.lOwds. 

Box number 

£3 

PENFRIENDS 


See details on 

page8 

Discounts, Colour Rates, 

Technical Details available on request. 

Tel: 023 927 25062 
for a full Media Pack 
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Royal Navy personnel have been known to head 
inland to deepest Bedforshire and disappear for 
months on end. MIKE GRAY tracks them down. 
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Intelligence life 
at Chicksands 


• Whoa listening? Posters remind staff and students why Chicksands exists. 


Listening in 
to the world 


T HE RAPID pace of 
technology presents 
a constant challenge 
to the Services - but the 
skills of the operators are 
still of utmost Importance. 

In the field of signals Intel¬ 
ligence (Slgtnt) there Is the 
potential to switch sway 
from hardware to computer 


WO Mac McLoughlin. who 
deals with special signals 
intelligence, said: 'This Is 
the stuff in the radio spec¬ 
trum that you see as |ust 
noise or Interference, but 
which we see as Information. 

“We might be tasked with 
looking Into a country - Its 
communications profile, 
looking through HF, VHF and 
UHF for clues. 

“So radio theory is Impor¬ 
tant In this - the need to 
know about modulation and 
so on. 

'They learn how to work 
out the square root of a jam¬ 
jar - then they must learn 
how to open H 

“They use oscilloscopes, 
spectrum analysers, demod¬ 
ulators. frequency genera¬ 


tors, radio receivers, reel-to- 
reel recorders and PC soft¬ 
ware packages. 

They not only know how 
to operate them, but also 
how they work to get the 
best out of the equipment.” 

But a computer with £700 
of software can now do the 
job of £50,000 of hardware. 

The technology Is chang¬ 
ing," said Mac. 

“The digital era Is driving 
costs down and making 
more complex training more 
readily available. 

"A training room of this 
type would cost about £1.2 
million using old hardware, 
but using digital software, the 
price Is now more realistically 
around £120,000." 

Such training la not car¬ 
ried out In isolation - 
although the language ele¬ 
ment does not date rapidly, 
the need to keep up to speed 
In the non-voice signal area 
Is Important 

We are retying on people 


Ferret members 
are far and wide 


I T IS something of a 
standing joke among 
RN people at Chick¬ 
sands that no one seems to 
know exactly where or 
what it is. 

Admittedly, it is not the 
easiest place to find. One 
small road sign points the 
way - into a small forest. 
The nearest coast is over 70 

miles east, and Gfifhaia 

Wiicr is 15 miles disKint. 

Follow that sign into the trees 
and suddenly the vista opens un 
and 620 acres of Chicksands 
spreads across I ho ten tic folds of 
Bedfordshire. 

Not the first 
place you would 
expect to find 


CHICKSANDS is home to HMS 
Ferret, an unusual unit of the Royal 
Naval Reserve. 

The 60 or so members - pre¬ 
dominantly lieutenants and lieu¬ 
tenant commanders - are scat¬ 
tered around the country, end 
therefore cannot undertake the 
normal weekly training nights, 
meeting Instead on courses or for 
major social functions. 

Apart from four core lang u ages 
- French. Spanish. Arabic and 
Russian - members also boast 
Japanese, Polish. Portuguese and 
Norwegian, among others. 

Three levels of language skill are 
represented, from colloquial 
through advanced to diploma or 
Interpreter standard. 



saikirx - hut then 

the Defence 

1 

Security Centre 
(DISC) throw* up 
the odd surprise. 

For example, 

many see the aeri¬ 
al* and perimeter 
wire* and think of 
Hut the 
ha.se is open twice 
a month to allow 
the public in to sec 
the histone Pnory, 
wfcftdl is the bears 
wardroom. 

In .i military 
sense the base ts j 
truilhlazcr; staff 
believe it is the first 
truly purple train¬ 
ing establishment, 
and arc proud of 


the steps that have been made to inte¬ 
grate all three Services and civilians. 

"It's a In-Service base, though there 
is more Armv. and about equal num¬ 
ber* of RAF and RN." said Lt Cdr 
Andy McGrcnary. RN Directing Staff 
of ihc Defence Intelligence and 
Security School. 

"It’s a bit like a small university cam¬ 
pus. and a lot of countries arc very 
interested in what wc do here. 

"What wc HMllM Is principles 
Wc try to give people the basic skills 
and tools to do their jub*. 

They can go away and team the 
specific skills later." 

Those basic skills arc in a number of 

wok dbdpiwi oowcccd b> disc. . .■ 
MOD BMCJ at CMcksanils One 
major element u signals intelligence 
(Sixinl). both voice and non-voicc. 

Students - almost 7,000 from the 
Armed Forces and more than 40 other 
countries passed through last year - 
arc expected to think for themselves, 
rather than learn parrot-fashion - a 


fact which echoes the Enigma-cracking 
clho* of one of Ihc base’s ancestors. 
Hlctchky hirk. 

The intensity of the course* is best 
illustrated in the Morse and keyboard 
classes, where a momentary lapse of 
concentration can prove disastrous - 
the exam pass mark b 99.5 per cent, 
and the Navy works to a speed of 25 
words per minute, while for opera¬ 
tional reason* the Army and RAF 
requirement is 18. 

Assessment is rigorous, and students 
must work hard - with long courses 
many of well over a year, failure is 
expensive fi>r DISC* and has wasted a 
good deal of a person’s career. 

On these particular courses there is 
a twist - they may be working with any 
language. So a student like LWTA 
Mark Bradley, using the new comput¬ 
erised Morse training system, may find 
himself being tested in Slav . 

On Mark’s h5-wcek course - includ¬ 
ing a 17-wcck RN module - he is com¬ 
bining the skills of linguist. Morse 
operator and touch typist, all achieved 
at a breakneck pace 

The Naval element t* strong at 
Chicksands. There arc normally more 
than 100 saikir* on site at any time, and 
ihc number of RN course* across the 
disciplines is growing rapidly . 

Intelligence training has mm 
expanded into a wider field than was 
previously felt necessary 

"W'c arc now seeking Ihc ‘totally- 
prepared hattlcapacc’. kaos 
in tncrc. what they arc doing and will 
do - we use all areas of information." 
said U Cdr McGrcnary. 

That concept takes’ in information 
support in public affairs and media 
operations - the perception ivsue of 
populations at home and abroad mm 
figures large. Casualties, for example, 
are anathema to the public 

"But it is support - not the replace¬ 
ment of old-fashioned methods, said 
Lt Cdr McGrcnary. 


Sailors work on language skills 


J 


coming ba< 
operational 


back from sms or 
billets bringing 
new Ideas and current theory 
from the operational —“ 
said Mac. 



• Military history: the Priory at Chicksands. 


ACKSPEAK is not the 
only exotic language 
picked up by sailors dur¬ 
ing their Naval career. 

You may come across a leading 
hand who has an admirable grasp 
of Russian, or an Arabic-speaking 
petty officer - and there’s a fair 
c ha nce they will have been through 
the doors of X Wing at Chicksands. 
part of the Defence Special Signals 
School (DSSS) 

Lt Cdr Malcolm 
Evans, Officer 
Commanding X 
Wing, said: “Wc have 
got 50-odd different 
courses, a lot of 
which arc tri-Scrvice. 
and you can perm 
any two of three 
Services in them dur¬ 
ing training. 

“X Wing primarily 
trams linguistic skills 
- it's a language 
training wing. Wc 
also train Army 
Intelligence Corps 
operators as analysts. 

" Y wing is all non¬ 
voice. non-language 
signal intelligence 
training. 

“We train them 
here in Russian. 
Serbo-Croat and 
Arabic as awe lan¬ 
guage*. almost up to 
advanced level stan¬ 
dard. 

“We gel people 


who have never done a foreign lan¬ 
guage. and they might do their first 
language here. 

Right from the beginning the 
signals intelligence spin is put on 
their training. 

“That will take them to a stan¬ 
dard within the language, then they 
muse straight inlo the applied lan¬ 
guage skill, by applying it to the 
military task they need it for. 

“They spend up to 18 months 
doing a language training course 
from the start of the academic 
phase to the the end of the applied 
skills phase " 

Students raoge in age from the 
RAF’s youngster*, not king out of 
initial training, to the “old and 
bold” of some Army personnel. 

“RN people tend to be more 
mature in Service terms and age - 
they have done perhaps ten to 12 

vc.ir. s.iivl 1 i ( dl \ VtM, 

“There is a mixture of age and 
experience across the three 
Services. It works very well; they 
tend to spark off each other and 
have a good time." 

Numbers on courses fluctuate, 
and occasionally, members of the 
Naw find themselves in a very 
small class 

IS Dickie Davicv for example, 
did the four-week tn-Scrvicc cle¬ 
ment of basic applied Russian - 
then found he was Charge ( hict 
SOM kc nnc IK s I nils MU Jet* for 
the remaining 22 weeks. 

“Your head hurts at the end of 
the day. hut it’* better bOGOOM P I 
getting all of the Oiargc Chiefs 
experience, as opposed to having 



• Head to head: Student LS Dickie Davies enjoys the undivided 
attention of tutor Charge Chief Sean Kenneiiy. 

PkXurw CP VanMM Keormfy (RAF) 


to share with another 12 students." 
said Dickie. 

"Wc go at my speed - some 
weeks I grasp things quicker than 

»*ihe ts 

“I am both top and bottom of 
the class. This week I'm Nit tom 
and there is nowhere to hide." 

The chance to join Chicksands 
can come out of the Nue. 

POCT Jack Warner said: "1 had 


no experience in Arabic - i 
other language is schoolboy 
i had no r ‘ 


my only 
French, 
which had no relevance at all. 

“Wc were given language apti¬ 
tude tests as part of our training, 
and two of us were singled out to 
do Arabic. 

It s a hard, intensive course, 
tuvl requires a lot of aftcr-h«>iir> 
revision, hut just to be here prove* 
wc have achieved something.” 


NEXT MONTH: Dark blue and purple - 

true tri-Service training 

PLUS: Making secure in the computer 

age 

PLUS: The unusual guests at the 
Chicksands wardroom 
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unsecured personal loans 


Anyone aged 18 to 59 in full 
time employment, who has 
maintained their credit 
repayments is eligible to 
apply*. 

£100 - £2,000 for any purpose. 

With no application forms to 
fill in, our simple application 
process means the money 
is in your account in days. 

No early repayment penalties. 




microloans 

small loans big difference 


© 








v* * .'TP 




0800 
5424882 


8am - 8pm e 



0 


A Omar a! tmpsnp CorpoAdPoO Frunavt Itf 
jr Engird 4 MttnMo 300855 

me* M0 451201 
P«rl of fp tapan* CowoidPad Ckoup cl Comparm 


•Subject to status. We reserve the nght to decline an application Wntten quotations available on request 
For your security, calls may be recorded. Loans only available to residents of England and Wales 

This advertisement replaces all previous advertising 
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DEBT PROBLEMS? 


Are your outgoings more than your income? 



A Navy New* Advertise^ Feature 


R’H’H’. navy news. co. uk 

Monevwise 


Are your creditors threatening you with : 


Court summons. Solicitors. Bankruptcy, BaililTs. 

Debt collectors. Disconnection. Attachment of earnings. 

If you can answer yes to any of the above, then contact 
us now. We provide realistic solutions for all debt 
problems without the need to borrow more money. 


Telephone 01329 515532 for a FREE and 
CONFIDENTI AI consultation. 


WELLBEING SERVICES 

ntu' UHXi Util MM.l IK >SS |i« tSIM'lK M> tSU H'flUl.s 

e-mail: davewbst? aol.com 



FORCES 

EX-SERVICE PERSONNEL 


WOUNDS? DISEASES? INJURIES? 
CAUSED BY SERVICE? 

also 

INDUSTRIAL INJURIES, DISEASE AND 
PERSONAL ACCIDENT CLAIMS 

You may bo entitled to 


COMPENSATION 


CALL THE CLAIMS SPECIALISTS!!! 

CALL FREEPHONE 
0500 22 20 22 NOW!!! 

I HORN COMPENSATION SERVICES LTD • MARSH HOUSE 
92A MARSHIAND ROAD • MOORENI)S • DONCASTER ON8 4S2 


Watch your spending 
- to keep the peace 


ALL KNOW that the 
r lifestyle of single people 

_and those of couples with 

families are quite different. This 
month, we take a brief look at 


planning your family spending ... 

Is your family one of those thal docs not 
budget properly? If so. have you 
considered the trouble this could lead to. 
not oni> fiaflndathr, bet with yam donaifc 
relationships, too/ 

II is vital to know what your financial position 
is - even if it s not looking loo good at the 
moment. You can plan your way out of 
problems. So here arc our nine lips for keeping 
control of vour family finances: 



Make sure you have a chequebook with a 
ledger, instead of counterfoils, so you can enter 
details of all direct debits, standing orders and 
cash withdrawals, as well as the cheques you 
write, lilts will give you a dear picture of your 
financial posit Kin at any time. 


2. Joint or i 


It sou liw with \« uir panrv i 

worth considering a joint hank account with 
them to pay the household bills Hut try to put 
some monev of Mftdfi in a separate 

account to spend*on yourself. 



C ompare your cheque details, standing 
orders and debit card receipts with your hank 
statement. Make sure neither you nor vour 
hank have made errors. If you have more than 


one account you could even set up a 
spreadsheet - using fixed for example - to do 
the calculations for you. 

4. Carry out a personal review 

If you think you arc spending more than you 
can afford, mite down all your monthly 
expenditure from newspapers to the mortgage, 
howescr small the outgoings may he 

Don't forget to appnrtNin Nils that are paid 
quarterly or yearly. Find out where all your 
money goes and how you're really spending it. 
You may even change you spending habits 
forever. 



Make an income and expenditure budget so 
sou know exactly how much you have to spend 
each month. If you overspend you can make 
adjustments the following month 

By doing this you can make sure you don't gel 
into debt By looking ahead you can plan to cope 
with price rises and large items of expenditure 
Most costs tend to go up a Nt each year. 



You arc probably paying for major Hems, like 
your mortgage, hy direct debit. But what about 
the gas ana electricity hills? 

Utility providers have long offered budget 
p.ivmcnt schemes where regular, monthly 
amounts can he paid hy direct debit - and some 
offer a discount. 

Sometimes a debt consolidation with a 
personal loan could help to improve your cash 
flow. For short-term emergencies it is possible 
to overdraw on you bank account - but tell your 
bank first. 


An overdraft can be arranged quickly and 
easily, hut if you plunge into the red without the 
bank's agreement you will suffer high bank 
charges 

Some banks may offer you a standing 
arrangement whereby you can overdraw up Hi. 
say. £50 - so allowing minor miscalculations on 
yviur part without penalty. 

7. Planning for your children 

Raising a family is an expensive business. 
Many people starting a family begin a king- 
term family budget, and the habit seems to 
Mick, even when children have left home. 

Parents will spend almost £60,000 over IK 
years raising a child - and that does not include 
ichoot Ills I children you h.oe tin 

bigger the financial headache. 

Make sure vou claim any Government 
benefits to wharf) you are entitled. Parents may 
he entitled lo child benefit for each offspring 



Other aspects of financial planning also need 
close attention. F.vcryonc should make a will 
and keep it up to date. 

Make sure your pension will provide you with 
a comfortable retirement. 

9. Insurance 

Make sure you have .ulcquate insurance to 
protccl you. your family home and your health, 

• THIS feature was provided by Warrior 
Group Ltd, which, In partnership with 
Neaft, offers financial services to members 
of the Armed Forces. Further Information: 
call Warrior on 0600 21222324. 


Direct 

Loans for readers of \ 

Mavy News 

: 








Thinking of taking out a Personal Loan: Why not talk to us first. 

With Repayment Protection For guide purposes only. Actual payments may differ by a few pence 


Look at the benefits. 

LOAN 

1 year 

3 years 

7 years 

FIXED APR 




£12,500 

Monthly 

£1,187.93 

£458.28 

£259.82 

8.9% 


FIXED RATES FROM AS LOW AS 8.9% APR* 

Total 

£14.255.14 

£16,498 06 

£21,824.74 


Loans available from £ 1 ,000 - £ 1 5,000 

£7,500 

Monthly 

£719.78 

£282.48 

£165.18 

10.9% 


Instant decision service - 7 days a week 

Total 

£8,637.34 

£10,169.32 

£13.874.59 


Funds transferred direct to vour own bank account 

£5,000 

Monthly 

£482.12 

£190.76 

£113.17 

11.9% 




Total 

£5,785.37 

£6,867.37 

£9.506.37 


iiu mi rdii^triiiciu rcci 







Fixed Repayments over 1 - 

w m m m 

7 years by Standing Order 

m * - ■ ■ • ■ 

Without Repayment Protection. For guide purposes only. Actual payments may differ by a few pence 


LOAN 

1 year 

3 years 

7 years 

FIXED APR 


tor an instant decision or further details 
Simply ring Freephone 

£12.500 

Monthly 

£1,101.74 

£406.02 

£210.44 

10.9% 


Total 

£13,220.88 

£14,616.65 

£17.676.22 


0800 591 682 

£7,500 

Monthly 

£667.35 

£250.01 

£133.38 

12.9% 


please quote ref. *791/503' 

to obtain vour Direct Loan 

total 

£8.008.09 

£9,000.17 

£11,203.85 


£5,000 

Monthly 

£449.02 

£170.90 

£93.69 

14.9% 




Total 

£5.388.17 

£6,152.26 

£7.870.50 


: r Tl/in PfADCD ATT\^I7 oavi/ 

*We regret chat thit offer is only available to U.K. residents.' 

| lrl c LuJl LKAl IV H rSAJNK y 


w m wm «* (1WI4W KhtMaAnvi 
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A Navy News Advertising Feature 



Legion marks 
15 years of 
loan scheme 



- |->0 CELEBRATE its 15th birthday - and a success 
J rate among its small-business borrowers that 
outstrips the national average - the Royal British 
Legion's Small Business Loan Scheme is making a 
fresh appeal to the thousands ol people who leave 
the Armed Services annually. 


Fingertip 
control 
of your 
banking 

THE communications 
revolution of the past 
decade has transformed 
the way In which many of 
us deal with our banks. 

First Direct, the 
telephone banking service 
of Midland Bank (now 
HSBC) introduced 

telephone-based banking 
into Britain. giving 
customers control of their 
accounts around the clock, 
every day of the year. 

Now. telephone banking 
is standard procedure for 
most major banks, with the 
Co-operative Bank and 
First Direct offering 
mobile-phone banking, 
too. And since 1997 
Internet banking has been 
available, with almost 15 
per cent of British 
households online. 

Over the internet, 
customers can check their 
accounts and run them 
without having to wait at a 
counter or talk to anyone, 
and all for the price of a 
local call. Normally, the 
only software you need is 
your browser. 

Among the top 
operators in this field are 
Barclays. First Direct. 
Nationwide and the Co¬ 
operative Bank. 


About 25 . 1 kN) Service people 
leave the forces each year, and 
many find it difficuli to gain 
alternative employment, 
especially if they have no, or 
few recognised. civilian 
qualifications. 

The RBLs Small Business* Loan 
Scheme offers individual loans of 
tip in £5,000 to uncmplmct! 6X 
Service people who need financial 
help to start their own business. 

Loans arc provided bv the 
Legions Small Business Advice 
Office where qualified husinevs 
adhtef* help to pul together 
business plans. The loans arc paid 
hack monthly over three years, and 
.IK subject'to an administrative 
charge as well as a repayable 
security fee. 

To apply for the Legion's 

Small Business Loan 

Scheme you need to be: 

■ An existing or burner 
member of the Armed Services. 

■ \ resident of Fngland. Wales. 


Northern Ireland or the Irish 
Rimuhlk 

■ Due Ior military discharge, or 

•u haw Ml the S twfa - 

unemployed or under threat of 
redundancy. 

■ Aged hO or under. 

I >n I OM Of t to 

scheme’s business advisers, said: 

Sirki \u Marled the loan 
scheme in I9K5. we have sent out 
almost 10,008 starter packs. And 
with around nine out of ten of our 
borrowers’ businesses succeeding 
in the first three years, wc hope 
that mans more cx-Servk 
and women will lake the step from 
Social Security lo success.’" 


To apply for the Legion's 
Small Business Loan 
Scheme, contact Dick 
Tracey or Dudley Rose at 
the Small Business Advice 
Office. The Cottage. 
Ordnance Road. Tidworth. 
Wiltshire. SP9 7QO Tel. 
01980 847753 



FCL 


CALL US NOW FOR FREE, 
CONFIDENTIAL DEBT ADVICE 


FREEPHONE 0800 716239 


Is this you? 

DEBT PROBLEMS 

CUtm A is in the Forces His financial difficult*! 
arose because of a senes of unfortunate events 
over a period of a few years Together with his 
partner he took out a mortgage to purchase a 
property and also various loans to pay for the 
deposit and furnish their new home. 
Unfortunately, the relationship was not long-lived 
and he was left with all the liabilities but only 
one income to service them. In order to survive 
he lived on credit cards and consolidated her 
borrowings with further loans. Eventually the 
situation became impossible and he turned to 
FCL for help 


DEBT SOLUTIONS 

By this time, the total value of his unsecured 
creditors.»e not including the mortgage and HP 
payments was around £21.000. Wc assessed h«s 
full financial situation and established that his 
monthly disposable income (i.e money left after 
paying the mortgage, household bNs and Irving 
expenses) was £185. FCL were able to assist this 
client by preparing proposals to the clientli 
creditors offering this monthly sum over a 
penod of S years in full and final settlement of 
all his unsecured liabilities This oiler, of around 
S0\ of the total debt was accepted by the 
majority of the Creditors and became legally 
binding on them all As you can enagine this was 
a relief to the client who now felt able to make 
a fresh stort in his life 



the one stop shop for all your financial needs 


WARRIOR 


Financial ftesovirces fan fke Farces 

• Personal Loans 

• Pan-European Motor Insurance 

• Personal Health Protection 

• Kit and Contents Cover 

• Personal Accident Insurance 

• Travel Insurance 

• Foreign Currency 


Warrior - Sponsors of 
Royal Navy Rugby League 


Warrior • Official Sponsors 
of Royal Military Tattoo 2000 


00800 21 22 23 24 
+44 1959 56 89 69 


Personal Loans 


UK & Germany 
Rest of the World 


00800 76 76 77 77 
+44 1603 205 209 


All Insurance 


UK A Germany 
Re si of the World 


UK & Germany 00800 00142 142 

Rest of the World +44 1703 372 834 


Healthcare 


Warrior working with 


Calls may be monitored and or recorded. AW loons subject to status and not avoilable 
to persons under the oge of 18. Written quotations ovoilobie upon request, loans provided 
by Warrior Group limited, 88 Main Rood, Sundridge. Sevenoaks, Kent TN14 6ER 
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A unique poster to honour 
100 years of matchless 
courage and devotion 



CENTENNIAL POSTER APPEAL 

This poster is a unique and lasting record of the 
principal awards for gallantry granted to our 
Armed Forces over the last 100 years. I uige you 
to support this initiative and the military charities 
listed Mow so that you can share our pride for 
those, from all over the world, who earned these 
awards. We remember. We salute them. 



General Sir Charles Guthrie 
The Chief of the Defence Staff 


The proceeds from this poster will be donated to 
King George’s Fund lor Sailors,The Army Benevolent Fund, 
The Royal Air Force Benevolent Fund, BLESMA and Combat Stress 

Centennial Foster, POHox IShO, Bader Hut*-. Fanfold, GkxKVteishiie GL7 -iNA tie 

To Uitemwl Butt HO Box 1SM0. Bader House. Kurfool. Gkjuajiershiie GL7 rtNA tie 
or phone us dirtxi an 0870 2-410(301 (Mon Fri 9.0Utini - 5.00pm ). Cals at National Rate. 

liaise supply porters (at £7.50 UK; T78R Eunipe, JiR50 Rei Vwirki) 

Name 

Acidic 


Forteode 


PjuuiH an I v made (m Skrih# unhi by Cheque nule puvii.* h) Certermul Pi net t X Pi ml Order. 
Inkmtmil Mnev Older or NbrterC^udVKicredi caul Please Stm M di\s (it iWnwy. 

I am pr\r*: by QOieque □tX Pi mi Order □Inenttmil Money Order □MirteiCnd QVea 


CaidNcx I I I I M 1 I 


HI Bqpiry lint M B 1 I 


CanhilmNanv 


N^jMuiv 


Ibu Cnitiiin Vi l‘*»t F.intiw.itiTr tfr iwihrtrMrcr »Wi»>orti.1 ymi»Uthrt«oi Rl-jm- nk'jk-uupninmv 

KBO AliQ K.Vm □ HUMUj 1>Q l«upRiTlaiKA(klinpt*»-ki □ NNI | 
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WHAT’S IN 
A NAME? 


Warship names are not just a matter of tradition - 
politics play a part in the choice, too. Roger Fry 
explains why some last longer than others. 


O N the rare announcement of a pro¬ 
posed new warship, there is little as 
contentious as the name selected 
by MOD(N) Ships Names and 
Badges Committee. Unless partic¬ 
ularly apt. the decision inevitably evokes a spate 
id nngry letters to maritime publications Sad 
daily broadsheets. 

Tnc problem which confronts the Committee ls that 
after a very eventful century with two world wars and 
consequent escalation in warship numbers, since l*M5 
these nave declined considerably. It is little wonder 
that there is disappointment in the Final selection from 
well over a thousand deserving names, which displaces 
for 25 or more years the opportunity to use another 
revered, even famous name. 

But it is not just opportunity. Tradition and the 
country's political, social and moral stance w hich now 
must heed international feelings, all plav a part. /Vs 
examples, it is unlikely that we snail see again 
“Colony". “Gay". “Tribaf". and “Hunt" as classes and 
there has been a noticeable shift from royal, admiral 
and captain names. 

Conversely, other names seem in fashion - Albion. 
Grafton and Triumph arc on their second postwar stint 
whilst Dorsetshire. Glorious and Orion await their 
first, despite opportunity. 

Other names seem vicrosanct - the City of I on don 
now expects an I IMS I ondon in perpetuity and Ark 
Roval even displaced a third T in the Invincible class. 
Political influence can he discerned in Rothesay, 
Londonderry. Chatham and Portland following the 
Navy's closure of tht*sc bases and even personal per¬ 
suasion is evident in dropping Valiant or Vindictive 
(both with hie ship pedigrees) in favour of Vigilant, 
renowned only as a Dartmouth Training Ship, as the 
fourth Vanguard-class Trident submarine 

In a Royal Navy anxious to court publicity as mili¬ 
tary aspects slide well down the list of public interest, 
the recent tendency to minimise the use of aggressive 
names and opt for place names (under whatever class 
guise) offers viiluanic affiliation benefits, as recently 
confirmed by Admiral Sir John Hrigstockc. 

Many Furnpcan navies have also set this course and 
one ntwv has to admit that these names arc very much 
an RN tradition, as evidenced in the Dutch wars over 
20 years from 1653 when Bristol. Cambridge. 
Falmouth. Gloucester. Guernsey. Hampshire. Jersey. 
Kent. Itvndon. Maidstone. Monmoutn. Newcastle. 
Pembroke, Plymouth. Portland. Yarmouth und York 
appeared in one or more of the battles. None arc 
strangers to our generation. 

But wc have to look hack a further hundred years to 
the early Tudors to discern the roots of the Navy in the 
form of ships with cannon, bought and maintained hs 
the King, with names such as Ikmavcnturc. Dragon. 
Greyhound. IJon. Mary Rose and Tiger The 
FUsahclhan Navy epitomised in the Armada line-up in 
15KK included Dread nought. Revenge. Iriumph. 
Vanguard and Victory amongst bellicose mimes, with 
Ach;ues. Achilles. Cygnet. Fancy. Foresight. Hawkins. 
Moon. Rainbow. Scout. Swallow and Swift-pursuer, 
not to forget Ark Royal. Eight years later at (jdhsaw 
Crane. Repulse and War-despite added. Alkiwing for 
now corrupted forms, each has been re-used since 
World War I. 

Succeeding monarchs rewarded faithful peers, 
towns and villages by naming a ship after them and the 
Commonwealth period introduced Roundhead battles 
such as GkHiccMcr. Nascby and Taunton and many 
Royalist ships re christened with new names including 
Drake. Hercules. London. Pembroke, and Constant 
Warwick .itkkd 


No surprise then, in 1660. with the monarchy 
restored, to find Nascby renamed Rtnal Charles anil 
an escalation in royal names. 

A new generation of Gcncrah-al-Sca brought set 
battle tactics to naval warfare and in the two battles of 
Vigo. I692 and 1702 Britannia. Centurion. Faglc. 
Hawk. Roebuck and lerriblc fought alongside Crown. 
Fli/ahcth. Hampton Court. Resolution. Restoration. 
Roval Katherine. Royal Sovereign and Royal William 

Prize names such as Cnuragmux. (iloirc. Rcnommc 
and Implacable were anglicised as Courageous. Gkiry 
and Renown. During the IKth century over 1.000 war¬ 
ships required miming: royalty and peerage rcceedcd 
in favour of such as Illustrious. Indomitable. 
Idcfatigahlc and Invincible, following on from 
I ixmiiubk and Majestic a little earlier. More animal, 
bird and fish names appeared, as well as the very 
important names from Greek and Roman mvthokigy. 
ships of the line receiving god. king, hero and monster 
titles, smalkr vessels nymphs and goddesses. 

11k 19th century saw nanu." such »s Blake 
Boadkca. Bulwark. Ohcron. Odin. Tcrmagcnt and 
Wrangler and later, with the coming of steel, distinct 
classes brought about naming as such. This continued 
into the 20th century when, for example, torpedo Nut 
destroyers were split alphabetically. The onset of 
World War I saw an inordinate number of new ships 
and the introduction of Dance. Hunt. Flower. Insect 
names and so on. Laitcr. cruisers adopted the destroy¬ 
er practice of alpha classes until 1**25 when it was 
decreed that battleships cruisers should he admirals: 
cruisers counties, cities and large towns whilst destroy¬ 
ers should adopt old frigate or TBD names, again in 
alpha classes. 

Fairly carriers with Argus and Hermes kepi their 
onginal battlecruiser ~ou* suffix and light cruisers of 
the IWTik inherited IXth century classical names 
W'orid War II again put immense pressure on the 
C ommittee which plucked out “Batik". “C aptain". 
“Bay". “Castle". “Head“Loch" etc. not forgetting 
submarines in alphabetical classes after Winston 
Churchill's insistence that all must he named. 


H owever, there never has been any guar 
antcc that, once adopted, a name will 
continue in more or less regular use. Ark 
Royal was not used from Tudor days 
until 1 ** 14 but three times since. 
Warxpitc fared better with eight appearances but is 
still well beaten by Minerva with 16 over just 200 years. 
Resolution with IK over 300. 

Big eats and indeed all animal names (including 
birds and fish) have always found favour. Tiger notch¬ 
ing 16. Kingfisher 15 - and it should Ik no surprise 
that lonckm heads place names at 14. peerage Kent 
and York well overtaking industrial Birmingham and 
Sheffield. Small towns such as Berwick and Yarm«njih 
range from half a dozen, depending upon a town s 
importance throughout history 
It is not surprising that today we look back to World 
W.ir II t«» extract a list ot taiounlc MM but whilst 
many have pedigree, others (despite daring deeds ) do 
not. although as in the ease of the new Astute-class 
submarines. Mime will begin to devekip one. 

Post-dissolution of the* British F.mpirc. and as the 
country shifts from ultra-defensive to co-operative 
union with Europe, this is being reflected in the choice 
ot warship names 

If there is any thread running through 450 years of 
British warship names, it is that the Royal Navy has 
laithtullv edmd the topi rent p ertod i in 

our island's history. 



• TOP PLACE NAME: There have been 14 warships called HMS London since 1620. The 13th. a 
County-class guided missile destroyer, is seen visiting the capital In 1980. 
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News in 
Brief 


Rio review 

DESTROYER IIMS South* 
ampinn and Kl A tanker < 

Km or. pari of the Atlantic task 
CiriHip. arc to take pari in a 12- 
nation naval review and wail- 
past in Rio de Janeiro later thaw 
month to mark the Brazilian 
NMHh Anniversary cekhr.itiotiv 

Gurkha plea 

A PLAQUE commemorating 
the loss of HMS Gurkha on 
Norway is to be unveiled on 
April 9 at the North Sea 
Traffic Museum in Tetavag. 

The museum will feature 
an exhibition of the ship and 
16 men who died. If anyone 
can help with information or 
pictures, contact Torstein 
Saksvik on 0047 5633 8602. 

Ocean star 

HMS OCEAN vharc* Mar hill¬ 
ing with the Red Arrowv at the 
Sunderland International Air- 
show in July. The helicopter 
earner will he berthed opposite 
the National Glass Centre on 
July 2V. and will anchor in 
Whitburn Ba> on July 30. 

Sword man 

TOP prize for the best stu¬ 
dent on a Principal Warlare 
Officer s course Iasi year 
has been awarded to Lt Cdr 
Marlin John Connell, of HMS 
Lancaster, who receives the 
Wilkinson Sword ot Honour. 

Playing safe 

MOD ROAD Safety Week is 
being extended to a full seven 
days, to coincide with National 
Road Safety Week from May I- 




Probe into submarine engine incident 


AN INVESTIGATION is under way 
after a submarine in refit moved 30ft 
durina engine tests. 

HMS Sceptre, undergoing work by 
Babcock Rosyth Defence Ltd In 
Scotland, was being subjected to tests 
on her main engines and shafts using 
steam from a shore-based boiler. 


During the tests, the boat unexpected¬ 
ly moved, but the steam supply was 
quickly shut off, the submarine re- 
aecu re d and work continued on her. 

No one was injured, and a MOD 
spokeswoman said that as the subma¬ 
rine’s reactor was shut down at the time. 
’ at no time was nuclear safety compro¬ 


mised. Safety remains ot paramount 
importance. ’ 

She added that an investigation was 
under way to determine the extent of 
external damage to the boat, which is not 
due back into operational service until 
next year, and that it would be inappro¬ 
priate to comment further at this time. 



on 


IIIKI I Amcrk.iii u.i 
from the Eisenhower Battle 
group polished up their gun¬ 
nery skills during a brief firing 
on to the UK’s C ape Wrath 
ranges on the north-west tin 
of the Scottish mainland. 
writes Steve WillnuH 

The shins - 9.MMMon cruiv 
en* USS An/io and C ape St 
George, and ikMroyvr USS 
Mahan - were cn route to the 
Mcriileii.mc.in when they 
Mopped to use the range for a 
day from five miles out. 

Even traditional Scottish 
weather - hail. rain. fog. sleet, 
vnow and even occasional 
sunshine - failed to present 
them obtaining certification 
for Naval .surface Eire 
Support using live 5in shells 
from their S\l 45 light guns. 

Controversy over tlic use 
of the range by the USN 
made national headlines last 
year following the decision by 
the US Government to with¬ 
draw from using their range 
at Vieques in Puerto Rico. 


Claims of environmental 
destruction by the ’bombard¬ 
ment’ were refuted by the 
MOD. 

C’dr Bertie Armstrong. Staff 
Officer Operations to Rag 
Officer Scotland. Northern 
England and Northern Ireland 
IEOSNNI j. said: “The US and 
other NATO countries have 
used the ranges before - there 
is nothing new. 

“We impose strict 
safety conditions which 
all navies - UK or foreign 
- conform to. and we 
monitor their progress. 

Claims of depleted urani¬ 
um shells being fired on to 
the ranees were described as 
’fanciful.’ 

“Such munitions arc not 
and base never been used on 
the ranges” he said. 

Claims that Puerto Rican 
protesters planned lo canoe 
out to hinder brings did not 
proved unfounded. 

The voice of protest was 


instead left to three individu¬ 
als. who were allowed access 
to the lunge building and 
revived by range control staff 
with hot tea after their trek 
across MOD land and a beach. 
■ IIMS York’s 4.5in Mk 8 
gunnery team has conducted 
one of the largest naval gun¬ 
fire support firings of recent 
times. 

A IW-mund shoot at C ape 
Wrath was u great success 
conducted without a stoppage 
despite extreme weather of up 
to Storm force Ten. 

More ammunition was 
fired in one day than at any 
time during the shin’s history, 
and the findings will provide a 
significant contribution to 
continuing analysis of I he 
destroyer* gunnery system. 

York was assisted ashore by 
148 C ommando Battery 

Later this year York will 
join NATO's Standing Nasal 
force Mediterranean, and is 
lining u|i further shoots on the 
li.tli.in < ,.|v L ulada range. 



• Hotline: OM(C)1 Ian Seymour, with 148 
Battery, calls for Naval gunfire from the US 
Navy battlegroup at Cape Wrath. 


ships test guns 
RN range 


Supply of 
food is 
combined 

A NEW organisation to combine 
the supply of food to all three 
Armed Service* worldwide will be 
set up at Enskigh. Bath.on April l. 

Announcement of the creation 
ol the Defence Catering Group 
has been made by Armed forces 
Minister John Spcllar. It will com¬ 
bine the food policy directorates 
of the RN. Army and RAf with 
the Directorate of Services food 
Management. 

With 65 stall over half civilian 
- the new DCG will be under the 
direction of Air Commodore 
Steve Wood, a formci RAf 
Director of C atering, and will aid 
In-Service co-opcration and effi¬ 
ciency savings. 

New name, 
same ideals 

AfTER almost 150 yean of provid¬ 
ing: care and support to sailors. 
Missions to Seamen is changing its 
name - to The Mission lo Seafarers 

I he i h.ingg will !v m.uli .il | 
service at Westminster Abbey on 
April l 

Canon Glyn Jones, secretary 
general of the Missions, said the 
name change would not alter the 

• « 

designed to provide wider appeal. 

Vehicle order 

OVER HM) new vehicles for the 
Koval Marines are expected to 
improve the protection and mobil 
ity of 3 Commando Brigade. 

The £h0 million order for 108 
protected, all-terrain vehicles 
(ATVs) has been placed with 
Hugglurub Vehicle ol Sweden. 

The vehicles. due lo enter ser¬ 
vice in 2003. can swim', operate 
in extremes of temperature, and 
be transported by helicopter. 


Missile contract signed 


Road accident is one of the 
highest causes of death among 
MOD personnel, ami the 
Defence Road Safety Comm¬ 
ittee wants every unit to under¬ 
take some form of road safety 
activity during the week. 

More details arc published m 
General Defence Council 
Instruction 501K). 

VIP visit 

DEPUTY Commander Fleet. 
Vice Admiral Fabian Malbon, 
ha* visited Naval Party 1002 
In Diego Garcia, an island in 
the Indian Ocean. 

HMS Invincible is also 
making a call to the island - 
but only through a commu¬ 
nications exercise with 258 
Signal Squadron 


MATRA BAc Dynamics has 
won a £378 million contract for 
Royal Navy Scawolf missiles, 
securing 300 UK jobs. 

The contract is the final pur¬ 
chase of missiles used in the short- 
range air defence system fitted to 
the Navy's frigates 

Announcing the contract. 
Baroness Symons. Minister for 
Defence Procurement, said: “This 
is excellent news, both for the 
Royal Naw and for UK industry. 

•Sciiwolt provides the Royal 
Navy with a world-class, battle- 
proven capability to protect our 
ships at close range. 

^Deliveries of this final buy 
should begin in 20(M. and will 


ensure that the missile remains 
operational well into this century.** 

The missiles are expected to 
remain in service beyond 2020. 

Sinking is recaled 

THE SHIP’S company of the 
tenth HMS Gloucester paid 
tribute to the 724 men who 
died when the ninth Glouc¬ 
ester was sunk by sir sttack off 
Crete in 1941. 

Wreaths on behalf of the cur¬ 
rent destroyer, the Fighting G 
Association and Thetford 
School ware laid as the ship 
passed Crete en route to the 
Arabian Guff 



• She said yes: Lee Edwards and Emma Evans, engaged on his return in HMS Somerset. 


Big day for ship - and couple 


THE RETURN of HMS Somerset 
from her Atlantic deployment was 
particularly notable for one cou- 
pic 

As the Type 23 frigate saikd in 
to Dcvonpnrt after six months 
away, sailor Ire Edwards unfurled 
a banner proposing to girl! nc ml 
Emma Evans and Emma said yes. 

The deployment saw Somerset 
become the first RN ship to exer¬ 
cise with an Argentine vessel since 


the 19K2 Falklands War. 

She visited a number of coun¬ 
tries on both sides of the Atlantic 
during her deployment, including 
Brazil. South Africa. Namibia. 
Gabon. Ghana. Nigeria and Sierra 
Leone. 

Cdr Paddy McAlpinc. the ship’s 
Commanding Officer, said “Our 
many port visits have served to 
build and maintain trust, and have 
demonstrated to fledgling democ¬ 


racies how accountable armed 
forces can be used beneficially. 

“My ship’s company have 
worked hard for the last su months 
and can kiok forward to some well- 
earned kavc in the know ledge that 
they have shown how today’s Royal 
Navy can be a force for good " 

Somerset’s return was the first 
from dcpkyymcnt by an RN war¬ 
ship this millennium 
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A Trendy Ties 
B Crown Ties 

Cl 2.25 «ach UK 

Cl 3.25 each UK Clip On Tie 

Surlace Mail Abroad add 50p 


C Blue T-shirts 

Available in sizes Medium, Large 
and XLarge 
Cl 2.99 each UK 
Cl 3.75 Surface Mail Abroad 

D White Ensign Scarf 

Cl 2.99 each UK 

Cl 3.49 Surface Mail Abroad 



E White T-shirts 

Sizes: 22*. 24*. 26*. 28*. 30" & 32' 

£5.75 each UK 

C6.Q5 Surface Mail Abroad 


F Suede Cap 

£9.50 each UK 

C9.99 each Surface Mail Abroad 


Catting all Navy 
News Subscribers 
- Did you know - 
that by quoting 
your unique sub¬ 
scriber number, 
you can take 
advantage ot our 
10% discount oft 
any ot Nery News* 
own promotional 


throughout the 


To order any item on this page write to or telephone:- 

The Business Manager (JS04/00), Navy News, HMS Nelson, Portsmouth, P01 3HH 

Telephone: 02392 733558 or buy online at www.navynews.co.uk 

Cheques payable to Navy New* to accompany orders. For orders outside the UK payment can be made by 
Chequa/tntem a bonal Money Order in C Storing and drawn on UK bank or lor payment by erode card/ switch. UK & Abroad. 

please use the coupon on page 4. 

Please allow 28 days for delivery. 

NOTE. ITEMS SHOWN NOT ACTUAL SIZE . 
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RAS practice, bridge training, gunnery, fire drills and floods - 

Who needs sea time? 



ww.navvncws.coMk 


• Fire down below: 
LCH Bill Bet ley. MEM 
Jonah Jones end 
MEM Tim Faloon pre¬ 
pare to go down dur¬ 
ing HMS Iron Duke s 
test cruise at 
Fountain Lake in 
Portsmouth Harbour. 
The three firefighters 
are wearing the new 
anti-flash hoods. 

Acfcrr LAfPHOT) Bfmi 

(&PU) 


• Water spout: (left) 
SA Robbie Robinson 
and MEM Smokey 
Cole win the battle 
against flood waters 
In HMS Iron Duke 

PKSjrt LAlPHOT) Bf»a 
Bradbuqn 


THE SHIP S company of HMS 
Iron Duke have been testing 
their skills to the full - even 
though their frigate was akrng* 
side in Portsmouth. 

They have no truck with the okJ 
seafarer's saving A 
day alongside is a 
day wasted* as they 
have made the most 
of 


train up new members and give the 
old hands a refresher. 

Also to he seen in the West 
Country was the frigate s RAS 
treplenishment at sea) team, who 
used the RAS ng at HMS Raleigh 
to brush up their skills and bkxtd 
new members. 

. . With an anti sub- 

the Ship is even marine warfare 
iK inemosi . .>11 exercise awning up. 

two-month tO Qdt6 With dll and a South 

Atlantic dcplos- 
ment later in the 
the two days 


enforced break »iih j( s paperwork ...* 


comprehensive 
ramme of 


proui 

work-up. upkeep and sport dunng 
the Type 23s maintenance period 

The ship took a full role in Mag 
Officer Surface Flotillas Harbour 
Training fortnight, joining other 
ships in the Naval Base for simulat¬ 
ed casualty exercises, air defence 
exercises and nuclear, hiokigical 
and chemical defence (NBCD) cir¬ 
cuit training. 

trim Duke also turned visits rang¬ 
ing from members of the Canadian 
Staff College to delegates of the 
Millennium Sea Power Conference, 
and RN and BBC film crews have 
been on hoard 

the bridge team took (Ik oppor¬ 
tunity to use the bridge trainer at 
Britannia Royal Nasal College. 
Pari mouth 

The trainer was built in 1993 and 
upduted in I99X, giving abaft-the 
beam imaging and utilising digitised 
maps of PortsnuHith and the Solent 
to give full cover of the South Coast 
from Dover to Falmouth. 

I » lac tilts simulates tidal 
streams, different weather condi¬ 
tions. and light from broad daylight 
to night. 

Practicing blind and visual 
entries, as well as tug controlling 
and berthing, the team was able to 


year. 


at the Cornish ncw-intjkc establish¬ 
ment were spent on practical work 
and classroom theory 

NBCD training was furthered 
with a ‘fast cruise* at Fountain Lake, 
with the whole ship attending teach- 
ins during the morning, then form- 
ing so.i going w.itihes in the after 
noon. 

Four members of the Fourth 
Frigate Squadron staff acted as 


umpires during the ensuing fires 
and floods. 

This line of training culminated 
in the ship going into a full NBCD 
exercise at Actum Stations - this 
time akmgside Victory Jetty. 

Another croup from Iron Duke 
headed to HMS ( amhndgc. wl 
a one-week visit allowed a full syl¬ 
labus of drills and gun firings. 

These included surface shoots 
and naval cun fire support cxcrciscv 
ending with the successful execution 
ol quick firepl.ins 

S I t Nick West organised a ten- 
day sailing and w alking expedition to 
Snowdonia, while the period along¬ 
side ako allowed the ship to field a 
number of sports teams (including 
ime in the RN RM Ski Champion¬ 
ships). allow personnel to lake out¬ 
standing leave, and get in some 
quality family time. 

It was also reported that the ship 
is even up to date with all its paper¬ 
work... 


Win for Silent Duke 


HMS IRON Duke hes been 
awarded the Fleet Anti- 
Submarine Warfare (ASW) 
Efficiency trophy. 

Her performance in two 
ASW exercises last year 
bagged her the cup for the 
second time in three years. 

The first exercise was in 
February, when she led four 
ships of the NATO Standing 
Naval Force Mediterranean 
into Exercise Dogfish in the 
Ionian Sea. 

With two American nuclear 
submarines, and a number of 


maritime patrol aircraft in her 
group, Iron Duke managed to 
detect and destroy* the five 
enemy diesel submarines. 

She followed that up with 
successful Submarine Com¬ 
mand Course Training, and 
she gained a Very 
Satisfactory* rating in Area 
Combat Training, when 
embarked assessors com¬ 
mented on the whole ship 
awareness of ASW opera¬ 
tions. and the best noise- 
reduction effort within a ship 
that they had ever seen. 



Ship spot-on in gunfire support 


t$fPW 


AN IMPRI SM\ I display of naval gunfire support by 

the Cirytvikcn Cup. 

The frit 

score of all medium range gun-fitted ships. 

But of more significance was Iron Duke's pivotal suc¬ 
cess in Standing Nuval Force Mediterranean\ firings at 
Cape Tculada. where she was responsible for leading the 
NATO force work-up »n naval gunfire support. 

In addition to thorough preparations for serials. she 


I IMS Iron Duke has been recognised with the award of 
irytvikcn Cup. 

k* frigate achieved the best average performance 
i of all medium-range gun-fitted ships. 


conducted all facets of the art of gunfire support, includ¬ 
ing illumination for other ships firing high explosive*, 
and two direct runs against a land target. 

These were the first such examples to have been 
received for analysis since 1994. 

Iron Duke s citation for the Grytvikcn Cup observes 
“Through all this work she has not only proven her abil¬ 
ity to conduct naval gunfire support, hut has consider¬ 
ably enhanced the Royal Navy’s reputation within the 
NATO maritime communitv.” 


WARRIOR 

ServiceGuard 
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^51 


ServiceGuard Motor Insurance 

thjfmf cw-o~, bnyYWWcs, /ur deposit r-eywed' 


Tel: 00800 76 76 77 77 (UK & Germany) or: +44 1603 205 209 (Rest of World) \\ arrior working with NAAfi) financial 

* Colls may b# monitored and O* r»CGtd#d * SERVICES 
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Motoring wiih yjym 'MUMm 



Scenic in 
lead again 


T HREE: years ago 

Renault shook up tnc 
■Morin market with 
the launch of the Mcganc- 
based Scenic to create the 
multi-activity car niche - and 
now it’s going one better. 

For while nvab. are chasing to 
catch up. the Scenic range is gain¬ 
ing an all-wheel drive version 
which goes on sale in June. 

Hcad-lumingl) hold in styling, il 
is designed to be as at home on the 
school run as when towing a hoal 
I he Scenic KX4 ts not intended 
to be an out-and-out mud ptugger. 
but it is more than competent 
when nushed in the rough stuff 
In fact, driving it on its launch in 
the Moroccan desert. I found that 


its abilities far exceeded my expec¬ 
tations. as we followed a course set 
out by a P.iriv Dakar rally driver 

The beauty of it is that while the 
suspension has been beefed up at 
the front and totally redesigned at 
the rear to give excellent tractahili- 
ty on the rough, the RX4 gives a 
good ride on the motorway. 

Visually, apart from the side 
panels, the key features arc a soft, 
bullhar-stylc buffer at the front and 
neatly-cose red spare wheel, with 
internal release for security, 
mounted outside on a new sidc- 
hingcd lower half to the rear door, 
while the glass top half of the door 
is top-hinged with electric release. 

Inc powerptant was a 2-litre 16- 
vaKc petrol engine with variable 



valve-timing, but that pumps out 
I4(lhhp and ts no slouch on the 
road, with 0-h(Jmph in 11 seconds 
and I I2mph flat-out potential. 

Also, because most of the lime 
the front wheels arc delivering 
power on the blacktop, its official 
average economy is nearly JOmpg. 

There will also be a diesel ver¬ 
sion with a new I .‘Mitre common 
rail direct injection unit with 
IQ5btoaad even more torque, a 
lusty 3K)Nm al lOOOrpm, yet aver¬ 
age 38.4mpg on the combined 
cycle, and it promises a healthy 14 
seconds for the <F60mph sprint, 
Wmph lop speed. 

Tncrc arc two model specs, the 
entry-level Sport Alizc priced from 
£IK.20() for (he diesel and XIK.44X) 
for the petrol vefskM, ami the 


higher-specified Monaco at £1.21 Ml 
more for the respective engines 
All the Scenic RX4s arc well- 
equipped. A high driving position. 

satility arc still there. The under¬ 
floor stowage spaces and assorted 
cubbyholes together provide more 
space than a Mini hoot, and that’s 
without the space behind the hack 
scats with adjustable parcel shelf. 

Standard equipment includes 
air-con and beat-reflecting wind¬ 
screen, electric front windows, dual 
electric sunroofs, electric mirrors, 
driver, front passenger and lateral 
airbags, 60W hi-fi with CD. and 
three-point seatbelts all round 
This is certainly a go-anywhere 
wagon which is soon going to he 
seen everywhere. 


• Vauxhatls keenly-awaited new two-seater sports car has been 
unveiled to great acclaim at the Geneva Motor Show. Production 
of the VX220 is due to start at a new factory on the Lotus site In 
Norfolk in July. The aluminium 2.2-Utre engine powers the VX220 
to 60mph in under six seconds , and independent double-wish- 
bone suspension on all wheels gives sure-footed cornering. 
Luxuries such as power steering and central locking have been 
omitted to save weight, and there are lust two dials, speedo and 
rev-counter ; with other LCD functions appearing when needed . 
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• Navy News goes European with the unveiling of our sponsored 
car tor the Cape-to-Cspe Challenge. The Veuxhall Astra will be dri¬ 
ven 4,000km from north Norway to Southern Spain by three dri¬ 
vers from HMS Nelson Amey Business Services - Wendy Laker. 
David Miles and Bill Morris fpictured with car) - and will raise 
money for Portsmouth Sea Cadets and the Cancer Research fund. 

PKkjtw LAtPHOT) Pmut S/rWh fSFPU) 


H.M. Forces only! 

Warning! - don't get involved in High cost 
civilian finance schemes tor people with 
interior credit ratings - try 

Walker Car^ales 

205 Goidsmith Avenue, Portsmouth 
Over 100 cars in stock from £200-£50.000 
...10 minutes from HMS Nelson 

Portsmouth ’% H M Forres finance s.proofed 

Umri CrvWt Brokri on rvqwmc wbyvct to »um 





if it’s PEUGEOT 

then it's got to he 

RANGERS 


f UNBEATABLE \^ 
DEALS for 
FEME'S serving 
in the UK & 
OVERSEAS 


For either UK TAX PAID 

or TAX FREE EXPORT | 

contact Peugeot’s No. 1 supplier to HM Forces. 


For your FREE INFORMATION PACK on how to 
purchase a new Peugeot al SPECIAL PRICES call 
Colin Clubley on U K 01980 653434 or write: 

Rangers TMS Ltd. fREEPOST, Bulford Rd. Durrington SP4 8BR 


Powerful addition to range 


A MORI- powerful version of Land Rover’s Free lander, the best-selling 
4x4 in Europe, has been unveiled at the Geneva Motor Show. With the 
15-litre ISOkW all-alloy engine, used in the Rover 75. and refinements to 
trunxmtvvmn and other changes, over 40 per cent of vehicle content is 
new. Pnees will he announced nearer bunch date at the end of the year. 






FREE 

MILITARY KIT, PERSONAL 
ACCIDENT OR DEATH COVER 
INSURANCE WITH Ot’R 


Itl JV. I\il4 v\. tt 1 1 II IN 



• Preferential rates and exclusive scheme s tor HJ*. Forces^ 

• Immediate cover end monthly payment schemes 

• Open 369 days • yeer. 

• Bam-10pm weekdays. 9am~9pm weekends 







MILITARY ID ENTITLES YOU TO 

EXCEPTIONAL SAVINGS 
ON YOUR NEW CAR! 



Our special To* Free new car discounts on a wide range 
of makes are also available on many models for 
Tax Paid UK use, giving exceptional savings. 

Of course, you wj enjoy the NATOCARS' renowned 'lake care of it al 
service which ts also extended to our Guaranteed Quality Used Cor Scheme 


NATOCARS for people who drive a good deal! 


CALL US NOW! Tel: 01278 455555 

vm? 0 © © & VtH.lt) 

J *\ NATOCARS 

Nalocart Ltd • Wyidt Rood * Bndgwalw • Somme* • tA6 4BH 
W 01778 455555 • Fox 01278 450396 • tmo-l tolotOnotocwt co ul i 
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WARRIOR 

ServiceGuard 


ServiceGuard Motor Insurance 

Rtf" a cfiAQtttVJK or aw&r 


Or: +44 1603 205 209 (Rest of World) 

*Coii moy bs m o n kored and or recorded 



oof op 96 96 79 99 


Wsurior working with 


rrAAfi) financial 
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Miscellaneous 



GREENBURGH’S 


(THE ORIGINAL NAVAL TAILORS) 

WALL PLAQUES 



7 ins x 6 ins 


HAND PAINTED ON WOOO BASE ANY DESIGN 

£26.50 +£1.50 UK POSTAGE 

QUANTITY DISCOUNTS FOR SIX OR MORE 
BADGES -ViHfc OR SAK. ANY DESIGN OR QUANTITY 
TIES CLUB. REGIMENTAL OR YOUR OWN DESIGN 
MEDALS MIN OR FULL SIZE (STATE REQUIREMENTS) 
Send SAE tor quotes and pnce Its! 

49 DEREK AVENUE. HOVE. SUSSEX 
BN3 4PE. TEL/FAX. (01273) 416138 


IIMS RK\ UMW Ml SI1MI K 
I Arret from thr \tmmmfaclmrrr 


HandmuJr to ordrr 



£ 21 20 ? Inc UK postage 
'addfl 4 S to* optional motto/mtc scroll 
Up to 49 \ discount with Quantity orders 
CAA BEHARRELL 
1 B 7 . Victoria kvrrn.tr, Hull HUS XF 
01482 213390 

F lu tmd SAE tor Brochure 



LOST MEDALS 

UKPt.A< KII IN Kl < OKI) IIMI 


M LI. M/I 4 MINIMI III 
HM1 MOI MIMiSIlVKl 
•am tm most rtm Qt ojATton 

RAYMOND D. HOLDICH 

Trafalgar Squarr ( i4rdon ('mire 
7 W hiknmb Street 
Ijmdim WCM 7HA 

TO. #217 M 1971 FAX 9* 1152 
e iiiiiil:rdhiiiedals(n uol.mm 
HMM.rdhmedals.com 


r FRAMED COLOUR PRINTS — 

From awa ongiaal paurttagt 



Prial I wwrth with canvas tviturv film 
ta rvsawibla aa enginal o«l f a »attag 

ji/e 8**16- for £35 plus PAP 

For Sot plo w Mod SAE to 

MART S THE CHASE GOSPORT 
HANTS PQ11 STD 


NELSON.^ 
RODNEY i 


<M >amUA 
tM 

cat*arad*ria 

OHt-Tn _ 
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EMBROIDERED 

LEISUREWEAR 

Wide range or qualit) garments. 
Us minimum order. 

Full colour brochure, 
l aps & Prinlrd garments supplied. 

Frtt cabrmdm yraaf Vo chuff 

Fokmdmd rdmfrmUMra. Satm UMta. 
Tike* 15 . 

BANANA MOON WORKSHOP 

48. Old Lane, Birtunshaw, Bradford. 
B0112JX 

Tel: 01774 688103 Fax: 01274 652524 
www bananamoor co.uk 


PURE NOSTALGIA 

IndivtdojBy hand-burfi waiarim* 
presentation model of your ifep. 
perhaps long gone but never forgotten 
Contact for further details 
Ron Hughes. 

RROon ^nipwngni, 
Fefdevnore. Barton, Stowmarhel 
Suffolk. IP14 4LF 
01449 781741 



Sweaters. Sweatshirts 
Polo shirts, Badges 


PRINTED 

Teeshirts. Sweatshirts. 
Badges. Coffee mugs 
And lots more, ad from ona supplier 

No antra** of taang *> OMto onm^a% of good* 
►**»•*•» oampumm pmom pwwH Wti i n 



fleywoid Sports 

91S2. Hkia Slraoi unmm. LNS SAP 
Tel: 01522 513333 
Fax 01522 530383 


EMBROIDERED BADGES 
CUMMERBUNDS,TIES 

CunwMftiunds - S* i25 Polyester £1750 
Cap TMim. $«aWills Polo Shirts 
anc Baseball Caps Ml mint to order. 

Ross Art Embroidery 

7 Wan Road. Gwmear. 
Hayte Cornwall TR27 5HA 

| Tel/Fax: 01736 850724 


TIES, BADGES & 
PLAQUES 

By Mail Oder 
SHIPS/SQUADRONS/ 
REGIMENTS/CLUB 

MM Servicee end cuelom made lor Cfcbt. 
Benda Chove ate 
BUnr ix>non*. moHlati ntobone & 

Please send SAE tor lists 

THE HERALDIC CO. (GB) NN 
Over Brier Beech Well Lena 
Edge End. Coteford. Glom GL16 7HA 
Tei Fee 01594 832200 



« \ The first 100 people to present this 

% a ^ \ i advertisement (no photocopies) at 

t 2 £ b e the Navy News stand F10 (outside 

< * 2 r the Admiral Offices display area) af 
? a v Chatham Navy Days will receive a 
4 C \ V * Fnee • carrier bag of goody 

_ X /7^ f 

We’ve got Desk Tidies, Papers, 
Posters. Sweatshirts and lols more 
to give away in our lucky dip bags. 

(Note Bags may vary) 

Come along and say hello and see 
a world of gifts with a nautical 
flavour. 


Thn kntntM felwiapar. Navy Mews. HMS NvHon. 
OiiNn Straw. Portamoutn. POi 3MM 

Tel: 02392 826040 

•m U t .a n qak n aamaarf * mm n c o. ufc 




LOST YOUR MEDALS? 


WE CAN REPLACE THEM NOW • WW1 TO PRESENT DAY 

IN FULL SIZE AND MINIATURE 
WE MOUNT MEDALS TO WEAR - COURT OR SWING STYLE 

PROFESSIONALLY SEWN 
AVAILABLE NOW THE GENERAL SERVICE CROSS. 
VOLUNTARY SERVICE AND MARITIME SERVICE MEDAL 

SAE FOR DETAILS & REPLACEMENT MEDALS UST 

TOAD HALL MEDALS 

NEWTON FERRERS. Nr PLYMOUTH. DEVON. PL8 1DH. 

Tel 01752 872672. Fax 01752 872723. 
e-mail thjnedals9virgin.net 



WORCESTERSHIRE 
MEDAL SERVICE LTD 

56 Bruad Street. Sidenanov. Bramyrmc. Wore* B6I W1 
Td (01527) 8.15.175 or Fra (01527) 579788 


Spn taliM* in Kibbonv. l uH S Ur A Miaualurr Mrdah and 
Medal Mimnliiit rilhrr fur »rar or dhylat. 

Send SA£ ut call for oan p r v kcoMve puce ha <4 

____ l ull Sue A Mirwjiurv Medal* 


» airfWl S p fc — <* te> 

* mU IT %% VAT 



THE EASTERN SERVICE MEDAL 

This superb die-struck commemorative medal 
is availahlc in Full Size & Miniature to all 
who served in the Near Middle & F ; ar East. 



Send mi t. for your application form today 

DPS Awards, IM>. Box 6%1 
Bromsgrove, B6I SLA 


The 




Boo 


°P 


LARGE SELECTION OF ROYAL NAVAL 

and Maritime titles 

For more details - 


The VtCTORY Shop 

No.9 Store, Main Road. HM Nival Bite. Portsmouth. POI 3PY 
Tel: 02329 826682 Fax: 02329 821881 
E-Mail: chris9bosunsbooks.com www.bosunsbooks.com 


REGIMENTAL SUPPLIES m) 
PO BOX 45 
BECKENHAM 
KENT 
BR31GJ 

Tel: 0181 325 5193 
Medals - full s tie and miniature, 
mounted for wear. 

Blazer badges, buttons, ties 
end heraldic well plaques 


THOUSANDS OF NAUTICAL 
SOUVENIRS. Memorabilia, flag*, 
seManly logy clocks, Idcscnpr*. 
light*, mode I v c hronometer*, old 
manuals, cannonball*. Meritime 
item* wanted Nautical Centre. 
Harbour Passage. Hope Square. 
Weymouth. Tel: 01105 777838. 


PRINTED LEISUREWEAR 
Ts- SWEATS -CAPS ETC 


a HIGHEST QUALITY 

• BEST PRICES 

• FREE ADVICE/QUOTES 
a PROMPT SERVICE 

• ESTABLISHED 12 YEARS 
a ACCESS b VISA 


THE WEARHOUSE 
Tel/Fax 01208815522 


GOLD WIRE BADGE CO 

GaHWtramarmBadfrn adatom fff 



i Marai thrtuaa Tim 
dd Sam Tim 
Btaci CMp m flat 

l arm ft 49 Small 



asm 

mm 


m mis 

l He Cray MAMA Atm tU Sd 



A CO ROM TITLED "BWTIJJM MILITARY 
BADGES* COMTAINWta OVER 2.900 


PRICED AT C3S M 
alt pocau mduda PAP 

SM.ll Drrrt S*mm OM Mii hww OLMTJ 

Tel/Fa a • 01706 846646 


Navy News Own Products 

f you not Midi i C we on* d ou oar, produca 
Wfvauyhipa* vnpy nUn « to us atom 
•ewtu Sapwcmma td» < feet d cnegr or 
UMaWMiurdengpoagi 
Tin suarema dm not 
mact you tuuoiy np* 




!»<) Box 259. Guernsey. GYl JQP 

r mai I uilrfVMIrfUur i o.nl 

TH: 014X1 25252X Fax: 014X1 256522 


Bellefleur 


Luxury Postal Flowers 

Fkrecn ddnerod to my Ik efcftrot wytm 4Mtrv Mua hv deed fraei aw Nwwry n Cwcnecy 
i< spray Carnations OMytUJDIm 

20 l>ong stemmed Frees ul* £ 14.(KWn< 

10 Yellow Rose* £ 14 (M hm 

Mixed Bouquet* from £20m*t 

Special Offer for Nary News Readers 

IS tjLUiry Pttti Carnations £l2J)0im 

(or add I red ruse £l4.2Sinc) 

■ ■ ■ ■ * Mother* Hay - 2nd April • A 

^ Vr * A __■_ ^ / 





Zd)cntworth 

the /iwtrrrry 

FORMERLY C0RIV0 PRODUCTS 
High quality pewter tankards, 
hip flasks, goblets, plates and 
much more Engraved with 
Ship s Crests. Badges and 
Logo s to your own designs 
Competitive prices 
Full colour brochure. 

A R WENTWORTH (SHEFFIELD) LTD 

Tartar* House 2S Leadm,H Road. ShafhH* SI 3JA 
Tel 0114 272 587C Fax 0114 272 MSI 


WALL SHIELDS OF 
ROYAL NAVY SHIPS 



Hand pawned on wooden base 6ni7n 

£25.60 + £1.40 UK Postage. 

REDUCED PRICES grven tor orders of 6 or more 
SPECIAL PRICES grven kx 10. 25. 50 and 100 
CRESTED TIES TO V<5uR OWN SPECIAL 0ESIGN 

imtmmum 36) 

Spacialitt experience over 85 yaars 

C H MUNDAY LTD 
Oxford House. 8 St Johns Road 
St Johns. Woking. Surrey GU21 1SE 
Telephone: 01483 771588 Fax: 01483 756627 



NEW Authentic 
Colour Fleet Badges 
on Pewter Hipflasks 

Also high quality tankard*, guhlcu. 
hiptliAi rngr*t*rd with ships crest, 
hklp-x &t login hi yiwr own dt**ign 
• CALL K * hKtk 1-ATALiXfl fc • 

GLOSSOPS TROPHIES 

N6 Brad Stmt. SlnflbU S2 
Ttli 0114 276 Wl Fan 0114 274 OJ77 



oieso 

822606 


MGB GT, 1971 

37.000 K from new. Chroma 
bumpers, wire wheals 

A genuine mileage collectable car, 
present owner 18 yrs. MOT, Tax 
exempt, super condition 

7 ? 02392 256213 


HNilMKKTil. I IF V Wj/ri 

H.I«I|V*. Cull I lllk*. llulllMlN. 
Miit.slv. C.i|» lUlfvs. MiIiUim. 
I'MIMiv lt\i t jNmmu(IVp NNi. 
31. Ik lk- Via* St.. I ik% N York* 
YOI4 MflU 


Navy News 

Notice To Raadara 

ine pumiwfi of navy iwwi cannot 
occepl mpomUfy far die occurtxy 
of any odvtrliMment or for any loiet 
tafhinad by any mo 6an as a result, 
fteoden are strongly recommended 
to make dwir own enquiries and mak 
cp^xopf <]fes commercial, legoi and 
financial odea before sending any 
money or entering who any Ugafty 
binding agreement. 



CAP TALLIES 
any sinr 

— MAJVY m STOCK 
Far detail ■ • end MAM 

sojc/wike sinrs badges and 

TIES FOB ASSOCIATIONS 


SPECIALIST BADGE SUPPLIES 


TEL. 0117 9327967 FAX 9329542 


The Navy In The News 1 
More Navy In The News 





To order telephone: 
02392 733558 
or buy online at 
www.navynews.co.uk 


WATOI COLLECTOR. LuHiinp 
fur old mcchaniLal watchr* in any 
condition. Rule*. IWC. Omega. 
Steel Military etc. Contact Andrew 
on 07802 528969 after 6pm. 


Joys Roses & Flowers 

F For all occasions 

Births. Anniversaries. Congratulations. 1 Dnt You 
Daily deliveries to UK & Nl. Mon-Sat. 



12 Rose* — Any colour + Gys....£13.85 Inc. 

24 Ruses — Any colour + Gys..£18.50 Inc. 

Specials — 50 Blooms Mixed Flowers ..£22.50 Inc. 

Specials — 30 Bloom* Mixed Flowers_£17.50 Inc. 

Ail C/C Accepted & Cheques Th: 

|ov* Roses & Flowers. Flamingo. St. Sampson*. Gucmsc*. Cl. 

Tel: 01481 - 246704 Fax: 01481 - 243406 
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Accommodation 



Garian House Holiday Flatlets 

Self catering tails, rmt sea and shops Fully equipped Colour TV fridge 
cooker, linen, etc Ideal tor a visit by family or flirt friend 

MINIMUM2 PERSONS OR CHAflOlLFDB 


Charge ( WEEKLY JULY & AUGUST £80 

per I WEEKLY JUNE A SEPTEMBER. C70 

person 1 OTHER MONTHS £50 

l Nightly (Out ot Season).£10 


ALL WITH OWN BATHROOM AND TOILET 
Gum* antic?** a Ma amwi ttmM ato m W* laway w a m Mon 2pm 

Cracten 12 years or vrdw HALF PRCE r sfteepra « ne same room as 
BOOKINGS ARE SATURDAY TO SATURDAY bft.Y DURPJG MAY • OCTOBER 

MR CURTIS. 70 FESTING GROVE. SOUTHSEA. PORTSMOUTH HANTS 
TELEPHONE: 01705-733581 MOBILE: 0802-938559 



THE NAVAL CLUB 


• Well placed in the heart of Mayfair, the Naval Club is 
the only London Club providing a Naval and Maritime 
environment where all those interested in the sea can 
feel at home. 

• It is NOT necessary to have been a Naval Officer to 
become a Member. We welcome all those with an 
interest in maritime affairs and the sea in general. 

• I he Club is open 7 days a week throughout the year for 
accommodation and meals, and offers special weekend 
break rates of two nights for the price of one. 

• Ladies welcome, both as members and as guests. 

lot mote information contact: 

( ommander John Prichard. Royal Navy. Chief Executive, 

on 020 740 5 7672, l ax 020 7 555 2644 

email: cdr^navalclub.co.uk 


SOUTHSEA 

ANNE BOLEYN 

GUEST HOUSE 

(Prlmoisu Shiopshiri Com) 

33 Granada Road. P04 0RD 

Happy SMWto Gum! HouM. bnght. 
iparim ri pnvato cv park 

200yd* from b*ach and emortamroont*. 
lOrrvnt Hut one Docfcy vd. ConQmnW 
Firry Port 4 Shopprtg Cmntm 
Bp—Ml Autumn Brrah* ir rt W Ir 

e.g. “4 night s for price of 3 m 
Call now!!! 

Anna belle A Lyndon Richards 

01705 731043 


HAVE YOU 
CONSIDERED 

ADVERTISING ON 
OUR WEBSITE? 


Now you can reach 
a truly global audience! 

To find out me'e contact the 
Navy News Advertising Department on 

www.navynews.co.uk 


fFLORlDAl 

Luxury spacious villa 

Private hraled pool, four 
beds three hath*. 10 minutes 
from Disney, fully equipped. 

£525 pn Villa Rental 
^Tcl (0191) 290 36QK y 


ST. MALO 
Guest House 

19 Garden Cmcent, West Hoe, 

Plymouth 01752 262961 

Situated at the Foot of Plymouth 
Hoe. overtootang the tennis corns, 
the St. Mak) is a tnendfy family 
run guest house offenng 
comfortable accommodation in a 
relaxed environment AJ rooms 
have own shower. CTV, alarm 
rados. tea/coffee 

Bed & Breakfast from 
£l4pp. 

*» tan —nnj k> cOemg foj 4 awn a—y' 

Uaran A—m 




PORTSMOUTH 

EVERLEY GUEST HOUSE 


'OWN KEYS - NO RESTRICTIONS 
•HC. TEA COFFEE. 1 CTV A SKY TV ALL ROOMS' 

•ENSOITE AND FAMILY ROOMS • COTS', '14TH YEAR SAME OWNERS' 
33. FESTINQ ROAD. SOUTHSEA. HANTS. P04 ONG 
S^Phone: 02392 731001 Fax:02392 780995 



Hampshire Court Hotel 

29/31 Hampshire Terrace, Southsea P01 2QF 

Delightful listed building. 1823. Central for seafront, 
stations, city centre, ferry ports etc. Private car parking 
Teaxoffee making facilities, colour TVs in all rooms ♦ full 
English breakfast 

Prices from £18 per person per night 

Telephone (01705) 823522 



<©> Province Of Natal Hotel 

5. Creenhill, Weymouth, Dorset DT4 7SR 

Ihe Hotel wa* «j giit after World War 2 
Its purpose is to provide holidays and short breaks for all 
serving and ex-serving RN, RM. WKNS or QARNNS 
personnel and their reservists, families and close relatives 


# 5U yards lf»»ro beat h, sale swimming and fine sands. 
•Half a mile from the shops and station. 

*AJI rooms en-suite with lea and coffee tacilities and colour TV 
•lift to all floors • Residents bar •Children and Pets welcome 
•Double. Twin and Family rooms available 
•We cater for small ships re-unions 


Group booking disc ounts available 
For more information TH: 01305 784108 or Fax: 01305 770575 


ISUPPORT YOUR CLUB] 


All booking requirements in writing only, enclosing £5 deposit 
on each Family Room. Enclose a SAE for your receipt. 
ACCOMMODATION: For Service Personnel, their families and 
dependents plus ex. serving personnel and R.N.A. members 
who may be visiting the Plymouth area. 

FUNCTIONS: We cater for all types of functions at very 
competitive prices. Ships Functions. Mess Parties. Wedding 
Receptions. Reunions of 9hips. past and present, we offer an 
ideal facility. 


Royal Fleet Club 


Morice Square. Devonporl, Plymouth PL1 4PQ 
Telephone inquiries only Plymouth 01752 562723 


ASK FOR QUOTATION. CONTACT THE MANAGER 

WITHOUT DELAY TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT 


Plymouth Haddington House 

Spacious self-catering holiday apartments set within 
a Victorian House built in 1873. 

Tastefully decorated to a high standard with fully equipped 
kitchens, shower/bathroom, private parking and garden. 

FOR A COLOUR BROCHURE CALL 01752-767730 


OlADTER 


INN 


The P> ace 10 stay i 


Rosyth 


Tel: 01.183 4IW77 
Tax: 01.18.1411728 


rfJORTSMOIXJjl 


LADY 

HAMILTON 


ran 




100 yards from main gate. 
HM5 Victory/Mary Rote/ 
HMS Warrior/ 


Muirutm alt on doorstep. 

22 room* most en-suite, 
single*/double*/twin* ♦ 
family room*, colour T.V, 

Tea ♦Coffee facilities, free bou*e 

V Tel: 0170S 870505 J 



AA PLYMOUTH HOC RAC 
• Locfryif Si. PL1 200 * 

Talepfton* (01752) 227311 
Elegant Victorian Booking with 22 
Bedrooms • 5 Ground Floor 
Nautical Flavour Cocktail Bar 
Colour TV Rad*o. Tea Coffee 
Telephone al rooms. Most en suit. 
Large car park Navy News 
Readers ION Accommodation 
Discount All Credit Cards 
accepted 

Brochure A or Booking contact 
Lt. Cdr Alan Jones RNR (Ret d) 

"A Persons* Ssnecs Con t ort * * HotsT 


Plymouth Hoe 

Small friendly Guest House 
overlooking the Hoe and Seafront 
All rooms CTV, Tea Coftee, C H 
Mostly ensuile Sky T.V Lounge 
Parking. Courtesy pick up from 
Stations. Credit cards accepted. 
From £28 double £15 single 
Tot: 01752 660675 

MpuaS* <• w*r Nmm 


Stalham-Norfolk 


Two Bedroom llolidat fhalets 
fully equipped for four person*. 
On Attractive Site. Price* from 
£75 Per ( hotel Per Week. 

Also AnmUhte For Hrrirub Omt Of 
Semum 


• Usmans * 

Osmond (juest '.House 

42 , Pur Street. It ht Hoe 

(-Jg-.) •“ III752 :2*I7II5 

Bed and I beak I aM Irwn CI6-U8.80 


Scalnml C’uoflr** pick up town 
OjtMwn 4 pouci bod. AU fount* 
('TV TcaA'offer nukmg 
Some I o xl iic Parking / 



THE SERVICES CLUB 
U IN LONDON 


Relax in style in 
your own Club in 
the heart of London 


Single, Double and Family 
bedrooms, many with private 
bath/shower, WC and TV. 
Restaurants. Bars, Colour TV 
Rooms. Launderette. Reading 
and Writing Rooms, 
Conference areas. 

Open to members ol Allied 
and NATO Forces. 
Officers welcome. 

All modern facilities at modest 

rates. 

Book your reservation 
through: 

Reservations Office: 
Union Jack Club 
Sanded Street 
London SE1 8UJ 
Tel: 020-7928 4814 
Fax: 020-7620 0565 


THE OFFICERS’ 
ASSOCIATION 

RESIDENTIAL HOME 

‘lluntly* RiMhopNtrignton, 
Teignmouth, Devon 




*Huntly\ lb* Officers’ Aaaoaation country borne in South 
Devon i* situated in its own extensive landscaped 
ground*, wnuth facing aver the Tetgn catuory It* 
elegance and style will appeal to the single ex-officer 
of either sex. It ofTers comfort, security and peace of 
mind of a community while preserving the 
independence and privacy of its individual residents 
All the residents have a single room, many with en 
suite focihties Spacious public moms include a dining 
room. Drawing room. Library, Snooker room. Ante room and two TV 
rooms Applicants should normally be between 65 and 80 years of age. 
have held ■ commission and should not be in need of special nursing core, 
although the staff includes nurses to deal with minor ailments Being 
supported by the Officers' Association the fees ore modest and do not 
reflect the very high level of comfort and service provided 
For further detail* u nit or call: 


Assistant General Secretary 
The Officers’ Association, 

48, Pall Mall, London SW1Y 5JY 
Tel: 020 7389 5204 Fax: 020 7980 9053 


SOUTHSEA 
SOLENT HOTEL 

14-n.sm in MAIN 

lOppoMlt Iht PtranudM 

TEL: 01705 875586 

VnW rwtr* fee off irror# /wrutmmi mmd 
/m/i CKMjlM fmS raia* dmmNr sr 

• 4 »n»« ifWrwM hold 

• ( abM TV ksiudn follow* 

• l.<«n nrntm - full u/c uNwin tab* 

• lOralh uiMtnl mm sM local imm* 
so d mcMI ** 


PLYMOUTH 

4<ysc#«f io tt* no* Pit foexsy iMy ry* 

Cut*: Houm orie* you » sons w itow m 
pfrioW tames FscwtM setafr iwdsli I 
toting* TV ftMkC TssCoftm ucsrmo Centra 
heetmg at room* Fro** f f5pp C C » JmpM 
Margaret and Peter Robinson 
THE FIRS 13. SlrMI Wni He*. 

TEL: 01752 262870 | 


(•OSPORT C HERRY TREES’ 
15. Linden Grove. AIvciMokc ETB 
I crown. Family run guc*t house 
All room* HA*, lea making. English 
breakfast, children welcome. Close 
harbour, llaslar. Dolphin. Sultan. 
£14 p.p.p.n. Lin or Steve Gell. 
Tel 01705 521543. 


The Victory Services Club 


7 I 



A 


The Friendliest Welcome in tl>e Armed Forces World 


• Close by Marble Arch At Oxford Street 

• Affordable room rates 

• Choice of restaurants Sc bars 

• Lounges, Library, TV & games room 

• Function nxxns for dinners, 
receptions, reunions & private parties 


FREE MEMBERSHIP to serving personnel 


For information dr reservations conflict ns at: 
63/79 SEYMOUR STREET. LONDON W2 2HF 
Tel-0171 723 4474 Fax-0171 402 94% 

































































































Appointments 


Commodore A. K. Dymoch to 
be promoted Rear Admiral and to 
be Deputy Commander Naval 
Striking and Support Forces 
South March 6. 

Capt J. C. Brown to be 
Director Naval Nursing Services 


Points 
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and Matron in Chief QARNNS 
Jan 21. 

Capt D. J. Cooke to be CO 
HMS Cumberland May 18. 

Capt C. W. Waite to be 

Commodore and CO RNAS 
CukJrose June 27. 
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NAVY NEWS looks back through its 

E s to recall some of the April head- 
of past decades ... 


THE TIME OF 
YOUR LIVES 


40 years ago 

HM SHIPS Tyne and Dartaston were at Agadir to 
provide relief following an earthquake which dev- 
astated the Moroccan city and killed 12 000 peo 
pie Meanwhile the cruiser HMS Gambia was 
helping with relief in the wake of two cyclones 
which swept through Mauritius causing over f.700 
casualties and wrecking more than 100.000 build 
ings. 


30 years ago 


BELL BOTTOMS could be on the way out possi¬ 
bly to be replaced with 'slimmed trousers with ver¬ 
tical creases' Navy Minister David Owen sa»d 
design studies had been put in hand to produce 20 years dQO 

prototype uniforms m new. ratkeal styles ---=— 

The first operational squadron. 824. to be 
equipped with the Sea King HAS Mk 1 helicopter 
had commissioned and was destined to be 
embarked in HMS Ark Royal 



• 1930 - HMS Antrim, heading tor Chine tor the 
first visit by Royal Navy ships since the 1940s. 


FOR THE first time tor over 30 years. Royal Navy 
warships had been invited to visit China HMS 
Antrim was due to lead another destroyer, three 
fngates and four RFA vessels to Shanghai 


Promotions to Chief 


AUTHORITY *u issued by Commodore 

li- —« j4r ■ 8l n w mi A A—. - i- * — — - --tei Aa 

rrevai or an mg f ssaren «o» w *oaow»rvg n do 


To CCAEAJM) R.L JoMuno (RNAS 
YAovWorj 

To CCWEA B Bekon AM Wyatt SH 
Johnson. C A Shappam N J 

RAfctfte (CFM Poftemouti) 

OPERATIONS (SEAMAN) 

To CPO(D) S A FrUjohn (RNAS 
CUttrooo) 

ToCPOdf) PA WMobouto (Dorrmoum 
BRNC) IM ENd0<i ond JR Whorioo 
( ,» t oroqA). B G 


Oryad) K Loonard dnvmabte) 
ToCPOOflWMOl PD Coofang 
To CPO(R) NA Sm«m (Gteu 


1. IL 


OPERATIONS (COM88S) 

To CPORS 1C SNNd« (OCSA 
Commcon WN). J. Fort (Enduronotl. D 
Ravoid (SacJarl USA) 

To CPOCY CJ Srm (POST MPV 
Soo). N M GnMRtte (MCM2 Sm) 

REGULATING 

To MAA MG Spoor (RNEAWC). P 
Mctean (RNAS CiAdrooo). RM Proolon 
{RNAS YOovWon) G A Moukfc [2SLCNHi 
WJW CMreo iFOSF) NA OovHand 
(Oryad) 

MARINE ENGINEERING 
To CPOmmu M A Evono (Argyll. 
D J AOunooo (sultan). S lovoe iloocte 


iMontrore) RG 
(Mustnout). PS Jormoon (GnPiO") 

To CPO(S€A) J GtedhA <E.ctterii 
To CPOiS) JM Dray iDryad l PA 
Mahoooy (Argyf) 

To CPO(SR) O S Hounaomo <NP 1006 
OfSSVY) 


k 

To CP08IEM(M) SJ Harviani ifdUA 
Gotpod) C l Groret < Scorn TJ Evano 
(Ocoani. D P Oolanoy (Foartoul 
WEAPON ENGINEERING 
To CPOWEMiO) J T 
(SftefVtofd) S Smeter (Mancnreter) 


Swop drafts 


OM(MW)1 Wyndow HMS Poruanco 
BFPO 358 /Fasten* avt 4174) WM c 


CM Burton 16 Man Mass HMS bon 
DiP# BFPO 309 tun* Jan 200D wM reop 
lor any Portemoum tfvp not dapioymQ 

LAEM(M) Snovdan RNAS Cufcfroa* ail 
2196 drafted HMS Ocaan May 26 wflrecp 
lor any front 8na Kiuadron 

LSA Charlton Dotenco Dwg School 
Horeoo 'Hand, oil 4081. drahad wMS 
Foartett. Sapt 26 Wfl oon&oar any opbon 
CHI 3 T Mcloughtm JSU Normwood 
(9360 633156). drafted HMS Notengham 
Jr k m 22 W* reop tor any Portemoum Nop 
not daptoyng 

POSTD Faff HMS Grehor 0FPO29I 
Ofpoynfl AAy W* nrop for any Plymrxrm 
*vp dapbym o or not 

OMI(MW) Nation Kan Yao 30mm 
mamtamor HMS Sandown BFPO 379 
iFaoiana an 3410). wn i 


3410). anN swop lor any 
i Ports m outh Sandown 
ably noi d#pioy«ng 

MEMi Carr HMS Angtetoy. BFPO 207. 
*6 reop tor any PortsmoAh Typa 23 or 42 
dsptomng or not 


RATINGS taobing io swop draft* 
moot moot lha requiramants ol BR14. 
artlcte 0606. In particular, should ba 
on or dua lha sama kind of sanhea 

te 


and bo of similar axpanaoca 


To CPOWEM(R) MA Downar (CFM 
orttmoute) 

SUPPLY A NO SECRETARIAT 
To CPOCA SJ Mao (ROMC 


To CPOfS S E Wanre (JSU N wood) 
To CPOSA CP Cnapm (RNAS 


Oteday). GC Ifowato (DISC) 

To CPOCT(L) D J Bagnafl (OI8C) 

To CPOAlA(L) C Bakby (teutenous). 
AR JohnMon (RNAS YaoWton) 

(OQAiN) 


MEDICAL ANO DENTAL 
To CPOMA K Shore lEnduranca) S W 
N a te on (EioaAant) 

FLEET AIR ARM (ENGINEERING) 

To CPOACM(L) R W Upon* (RNAS 
Cukboaat 

To CPOAEM(R) S W Nawmar 

(E « cs8a nt ) 

SUBMARINE SERVICE 
TO CPCNSSMMO) D G Pamn (RteteQh) 
CHIEF ARTIFICER TECW9CIAN 
To CPOCT(A) MR Chffty (JSSU 


To CPOAEA(M) M W 

MASU Soa) CPA Gwa (Suffan) 

To CPOAEA4R) OJ. Johnson (RNAS 
Yaovffton) NV Thwaitas (700M Martin 
FTU) 

To C POME A TN Shanton 

(Manchaater). MJ Ward (Tate**) 

To ACPOliEA SJ Bncbwood (Draka 
CFMi s Budd (Sultan) CSK Taytor 
(Naptuna NT) 


To CPOWEA RM Auten (Vanguard 

Poftl.MJC Dunn (SSA PommouTh) NR J 
Ucteod (CoPngwood) M J Myars (Voonoua 
Slttf) SG Robarls (TurtaAanf). K TreteSate 
;E(Murgh) R A Mian (Shaflwfdi 

To ACWWEA V H Mactonnon (Nateon) 


Deaths 


Mna Marc Bawdan Comacdao Group 
RM. n a road a ooda nt Fab 27 

WOM< William N Allan EtagOMoarSa* 
Trammg March 3 

Cpl Kavto Waavar RM 42 Cdo Mwch 9 
NA(AH)1 Wayna Michaal Rilay RNAS 

CukSrota March 11. 

Mna Danial Foi Co ma ccfbo Group RM 
Condor Jan 27 


Root Admiral Gaorga Crowtey CB. DSC 

and Bar. who a* Director Ganor* Nav* 
Pareonai Sarvcaa (1966 69) tirel racorn 
mandad tootoon of tw rum ration Sarvad 
193369 Appoaffmant* Frobteftar Barwck 
Watengton (N Zaaiand) Kaaftmir |B.H9a Of 
Affanac). Nastor (Btemarck acbon. Mafta oon 
iwteLM27.r. 


souto of Crete 1942 and icuftted DSC). 
Norman (DSC tar sarvwa m Nastor and 
Normani Walpote (CO N Saa convoy*. D- 
Day sank two C boats m N Saa Bar to 
DSC) Tanapou* (CO Bn%*n Paohc Fiaal 
Bombardmanf of Japan. Japanasa surren 
cter). NasrtoundLmd Dralbng Command* 
Chatham Assistant Dvactor Ram Trafalgar 
(CO and Cap? 7th Dwstrorer EtocJla 
Madffananaan). Ratetoh (CO). Tanor (Capr 
of Fteaf on stall ol CJr-C Far East) As 
DGNPS his proposal to soap lot rtfsetod. 
but pokey adopted 1970 Ofkoal FaAow and 
Bursar of Corpus Chnak Coftaga. Ortord 
1969-75 Agad 83 

Capt Hugh Cotertdga DSO. DSC. 
wafttma ana submanna spac>akst sarvad 
1927-57 Appc m ffnanfs Hood. Osprey. Echo. 
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For hilt details complata the coupon balow and sand to: 
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London W10 5AS 

Tel: 020 8964 0666 Fax: 020 8968 0400 

PteiM send ma fu> details atom how to oMam Zippo bghters with my Ships crest 

NAME ....... 

ADDRESS 


Escapade. Grenvffte (stavwor 1940 up to 
waaf lr water sat daplh eftargas to sate 
before bamg washed of wnfung step DSC). 
Codnngton (Dunkirt. MID Renown on staff 
of Flag Offcar Fo»ca H MID Osprey and 
Nimrod (ana~submama school nsauefing 
sUff). Cotoaau* (Bnksh Pacific Elaat) 
Capiam ol Barracks a! Portsmouth and 
Osvonport. Cardgan Bay (Capf F4 Korea 
DSO) Commodore C haiham Barracks Ute 
member and tormar Somareaf county tacre- 
tary of Roy* Bneeh lagton Agad 90 
Cdr Monty Footer Sh*» nduds^ 

Swan Cossack (Aftmark Bwmwck < 
eifftevoO gunnar in Cossack (D57) f 
of HMS Cosaack AaeoaaBon 

Peter Were sarvad 1922 36 as arynaar 
invskdad out with TB| toan 1939-40 
I out) Subaaqitereh) anproved par 
t ol Bnstoi HeroAss aaro angma and 
MTB pariormanca Later workad tor laytend. 
Dowry. CAV. Roofas and Dunlop and was tor 
lour year* chterman of Motor Industry 
Research Asa nn sb o n Agad 8i 

First Offtcar ChtinUn* May Champton 
WRNS sarvad 1942 46 Appointments 
nduibd HMS Quebec. HMS Lauka Post 
war member c< suit at S-r'g^xve of Specs* 
Commissioner tor S E Asm. Lord K now n 
Marned John Mason 1947 March 3 - 


LI Cdr R C. (Rod) Mr 

~ ~ Id. Giasgow Vanguard. 


Cli ■ M ■ tii 

friBnnl »V)rnNlKj 


U Cdr I 


0 Dryad Dec 7. aged 69 

rn fttetete | a | ■ i nil slaw -IQIA 

f Not! mjmpnntt ft f vfO y w+\s 
pi deluded G Metes. Vtoarn Malays, 
tenouart, Bermuda Barry Head (CO) 
Survrvad two saSungs m Dlsikterranaan w 
WW7 Feb 15 aged 75 

John (Cm; Caeeay as-CRS sub¬ 
manner Serve# bom 1970 93 mduded F«te 
Same. Oppomna Andrew Ophaus Otui 
Season Mercury Opossum (Gut' War*. 
OotoNn iChwl ol Comncaii Quaklte d as 
s ok e ffor after teawig Service March 7 sq# d 
46 

Syd Hart. T* Shps route) HMS 
Cossack (Affmark Btemarck Survivor of 
amteng). Ms m ba i ol rnaaarb AssooaSon 
Ernest Leslte Eedi# es CY. served 
1934 49 She* Ganges. Shropshre Etecirs 
(Athema rescue i. turacoa Ramesnake 
;MiD) Served 10 years to F4e Fire Bngade. 
leaving as DrviSton* Commander Holder of 
Queen s Sever JuM m Ued* Jan 12. agad 

at 

7 W (Tom) OMeMey #• POREL(Ai 
served 1954 73 Shps BuMrsni (646 NAS). 
Eagle Hermes <614 NAS) Gwinet. Falcon. 
Gotocrest Saanawk Agad 61 

Harry Whaklon POAF served 1940 
46 Steps Vtotonoui Formtoabte Pursuer 
Foundmg chairmen Derbyshire branch of 
FAA Atsocueon jan 14. aged 78 

Gordon Vinson Graeme served as ral 
tog writer and later ofkcar 1937 59 Steps 
•ndbded Waripha Veteran ol Narvick and 
Crete OuaMted as barrister in 1956 Became 
Recorder to early 1970s and later Deputy 
Judge Honor wy Recorder of Dover 
Agad 6? 

CoMn George Moore served 1950 74 
mckffkng loan service wfth Army Aa Corps 
and RAN Fab 18. agad 66 
Edwin Victor (Tad) 

FAA. Ships Glory. Ark 
■uafnous Afenn. Ftermet Feb 12. aged 75 
John Jones e»CPO Torpedoman Steps 


Frederick Charles Barker at LSto 
served 1943 47 Stepi Awe Revenge 
Ashanti Co ngwood Ouncansby Head 
Holder of Burma Star Aged 74 

Jack Ewart served n HMS Brecon 1942 
43 Aufftor Ol HMS Brecon and Hurt 
Consorts M e m ber * HMS Brecon (L7S) 
1942 45 a sa o aa kon 

Fred Clare av LTO HMS Awora J 940 43 
Ma m oar of HMS Aurora Asaooakon Fab 16. 

Ron Woodman as LTO HMS Awora 
1940-44 Member of HMS Aurora 
Aaaorainn. Fa to 

Bryce Perry e> POWEA submariner, 
served 1971 94 Ships Ganges. 
Coftngwood. Drake. Ark Roy*. Hermes. 
Coventry Brnmck, Dolph.n, Sptehdto. 
Scepcra to Ireland. Feb 16 

CPO Vinca Orevea a* AH and ACMN. 
served 1960 72 Feb 10 aged 67 

WUttem (BM) Wateon e> T* Contomed 
Ops (Fowerd Observation QMceO served 
1942-45 (imrekdad out) Shpa Roy* Arthur. 
Drake Copra Veteran oi bvka and Burma 
Jan 14. aged 76 

Tony (Joe) WVndte ai CPOWTR served 
1962 73 Shpa oechrana Catedorea. Ark 
Roy* Eagte. Seahawk Murray. O^rey. 
Gttfkha. Loefanvw. Tamar Also Mahagamani 
School Portsmouth Fab 1 agad 64 

Charles Bunting member of HMS 
Opportune Aeaooafcon Feb 20 

Walter (Jar) C ooper <t> CPO member 
0i HMS opportune Association Feb 25 to 


House •« OREL 


30 aged 83 

Las Haynes Steps tockated HMS 
Woodc o c k (Aftanbc and Russian convoys) 
Mamoar of Capt Wakar s Old Boys 
Association Jan n aoad *•. 


Chebnar. Goto Aged 83 

John Barlow • < AE1 Step* 
todefaagabw Ocean Bulwark and RN e 
stabons Arbroafk An thorn Cuktroae 
Brawdy Mambar of Angus branch of FAA 
Aaaooakan Feb aged 73. 

Cohn Moore .A£i Steps Nubwn and 
RN av stations Arbroath Lossiemouth 
Haffar Nowra (RAN) Portland. Vao v Won 
Member of Angus branch of FAA Asaooakon 
Fsb agad66 

Richard (Rab) Butler ai CPO(OPS)R 
served 1967-99 Shsh todtoded Bvnangham 
Antrim Dryad Member of PR* kaaonaion 
Aged 51. 

Oente (Dan) Forth. •« CRS aubmaroer 
WW2 service included Howe Totem. Taffy 
Ho Si Gaorga Fab 26 agad 72 

ASSOCIATION OF RN OFFICERS 
Cdr J G. Armltega Sarvad Prado 
Mauniue. Ofton Victory 

Ll Cdr A P. Baglay Sarvad 
Thermopylae A-terms. Monlclara Traitss 
Flamtogo. Vffnguard. Onon 

Mafor P. E. Bates VRD RMFVR 
Ll Cdr D. C. S. Currey Served 
VBnsfftarl. Chaff Warevck Ravter Roy* 
Arthur, Pn oabe. vanguard, impiacabte 

OeSerophon 

Ll Cdr D. J Damprer Served Harner 

Glory ikualnous Newcastle Ark Roy* 
Dryad HMN2S Roy test 
‘ * 1 Elba 


Capt H 0. 


Served Oepflord 


Robert A Rutherlord member of 
Aigannes Association <Oce> 

Leslie Wdham Marsh member of 
Aigannes Association (Onyi i 

Roland J Co*ns member of Aigannes 
Atsooabon (Stopiack. Truatove Nov 5 
Arthur Wade member o* Atgannes 
Aaaooakon fCha m ateoni Nov 8 
Noel Rica mamoar * 

Association iOcsovuii Nov 11 
Harry Smith member of 
Asaooakon i Cadmus i Nov 3 

C. W. TlOnfV, friff‘TTOwrf Of IMQvtiOH 

Asaooakon (Antares. Nov 17 

Kan Hilt mamoar of Algerines 

Asaooakon i Syhaa | Nov 19 

Kenneth P V Page member of Atoamas 
Asaooakon iSMnner. Brave Pluto) Nov 29 
Robert F Brown member 
Association <Jaw*) Dec 19 

Brian Boyce member of Algerines 
Asaooakon (Rifleman/ Dec. 25 

Eric Smalley member of Aigannes 
Asaooakon (Stormctoudi Jan it 

Sam Bowden member of Algerines 
A s ao o ak on (Fly) Jan 31 

Harry Ashworth member of 
Asaociakon (Lone aa ) Feb 2. 

P. A. Bucket member of Aigannes 
Asaooakon (I9cha*. Marvel) Fab 6 

William A Lawrence member of 
Aigannes Aa t o o teo n {Petoroa. Tenby) Feb 
ii 

Leels A Terr an member of Aigannes 
Association (Mamvon) Feb 12 

F. G. Celder member of Aigannes 
Asaooakon (Persian. Saffuni) Fab 17 
Antony M Afford member of Aigannes 
Aaaooakon (Jaaaur. Mukne) Feb 22 

Erie WWby Supply rating member of 
H84S Fauknor Asaooakon Fab 15 

Edward (Tad) Smith •« AB QR2. mem¬ 
ber of HMS FauAinor Aaaooakon Fob 

Alan John Sykes member of HMS 
Beftaat katocitenn (served to her 1946) Jan 
26 

Horace (Sere) Hardy #■ CY served 

1932 46 Step* Ganges Renown 
Shroostere Roy* Sovereign Tempest. 

r *N»m«kcote* V#ay c Swh« 


Southampton. Matebar. Onando. 

Moniciare Maori. Btecfc Prince. Draka. 


Wookmch Draka. Liverpool President 
Saker Cambrtoge Eiceffant Vtatory 

Ll (E) A. L. Giordan MCI DSC Served 
Pandora Sturgeon Graph Saker 
Onslaught MavNIona Roy* Arthur Oofpten 
Lt Cdr (S) G E 0 Lang Serveo 
Wareptia Sandarting Srtiun. Jupiter 
todomriabia Daadatoa 

First Officer L K Mason MBE WRNS 
Lt Cdr El J m D Maugham Serve* 
Ganrwt Tnumph Pmvdrrt D ea dak i s 
Cdr (E) G R May Senred Jamaca 
Newcastle Condor. KutiabU Eagle Fisgard. 
Maori Cenkinon 

Capt (S) W R. Michail Served Dragon 
Kent Lanka Carado c Birr, ngh air 


agte. Vw 

Cdr (S) M E. Montgomery Served 


Valorous. Columbine Revenge Eagte. 
Heather Caradoc W4d Swan Osprey 
Funous Drake Ceres. Kestr* Fab aged 
105 

WiStem Holland Si Haten* E> RM 

Dave Oelas St Helen i EiAB She* 
mcluded HMS Cockade (Far East) 

■■ fik m m~i ii i 4 Ian 11 

uwvt Divfifuin OTteMO Jjn »• 

Jack Kenny Bakanhaad Steps Gannas 
(buson boyi. Vakart. Ftoma Jan aoad 71 

Ron Rum say Birkenhead E» hM Jan. 
age 51 

Sydenham t* Wren 
HMS Prtoce Of Wales and 
HMS Rapuha Survivors Aaaoceeon Aged 

76 

David B. M C ar chairman Wehaw E« 
COA3. served 194046 Steps toduded 
Frobwher. Centunon and was mamba* of 
SBS as Irogman dwer Branch da*agate to 
Faskv* * Rem e mbrance chaaman and 
weffare ofkcer of toe* branch of Burma Star 
Aaaooakon. RN0T area co^rrtnteor Jan S 

Malcolm (Ad) Alford Ma member kfe 
nee prestoent. tormer cA arman Bastogatoke 
Ufa nee president and former chairman No 
6 Area E« Yao Korea veteran sarvad 1947 
61 Steps included Chasseur Theseus. 
Concord. Atecn*. Sheffield Fab 23. agad 

Bob (Tim) R6ay He member and weffwe 

offtaer Soham A District Former member 
Chelsea 8 Fulham branch of Nav* Old 
Comrades and branches at Liverpool 
Barking. Dagenham Portsmouth Founder 
mambar of red and RM CkJb. Hui £■ MAA 
served 1935 47 Steps Ganges 
Resolukon Gaffwft Somcar Fvadr< 
(Siavwor. Crete) St Marys F< 
mambar ol MN and NSPCC 
25. aged 62 

Wilkem (B6D Ramsay S wmdon £■ PO 
served 1939 53 Shew Catodonta fkgana 
Superb ewapotra Coaaack (Korea) Aq*to 

77 

Ray Staines LkOHter Stepps inputted 
Onon Agad 76 

Edward Glen (Pater) E»*oft Kapbuy 6 
Kamon E- A8 sarvad 1943-47 Aged 73 

Hilda Mary (Sue) Daw use a Dwtnct 
Er Wren T* WW2 Jan 13 agad 00 

Es-WrenCK Vara Rowell rwa Johnson) 
Ma mambar Oarengton Fab 


'Ska York 
I war 
Fob 


Cdr (S) F. J. H Rathbone QBE Sarvad 
King Geor ge V Inoefatigat ka Nutha lch 
Form. St Vincent Simbang. BaSarophon 
Cdr R J H Stephana Served Curecoa. 
Courageous. Snropsivra Ravage/ Homo*. 
Sydney Prestoant. GamOk Daedalus 
Ll Cdr B R. H Ward ODt Served 
Courageous Fur out Quebec II Aurora. 
Lochmrer. Cochrane. Tamar, Rook# 

Ll Cdr C. F Whittaker Served Hood. 
Cornwall Resource Aurora, iron Duke. 
Devonshire Trmcomatee. Ucaata. Ctena 
Bay 

»U (S) K H. O. Willoughby Sarvad 
Gann*. Tern* Vdory 

Cdr K. S Wilson Served Hombd An*. 
Stoibang. Bulwark. Fulmar. President. 
Wwnor. Seahawk Daedalus 

Ll Cdr C. X Wynne Served MaurWus 
kuskous Glasgow. Pre Mdsn t . Loch Fade. 
Draka 

Cdr (E) J. R Young Served An*. 
‘ “entaur. Mewy 


ROYAL NAVAL ASSOCIATION 
Wilkem Hayes (6iky) Wright 

Ej AB sarvad 1910-35 and 1 939-45 Shpa 
impregnabia Donag* Vend Kmo Alfred 

F.'ukhcr ucnfcmen, I 


J C ottier N i 
Tom Howaon wee presateni and tarmer 
chaernan Crawley Et RM HMS Barham 
suvrvor Fab 19 

Attwrt (Bert) Hearn, founder memo* Me 
member and treasurer Cffy * Ely Steps 
tockidad implacable (WW?» Agad >2 


J. Bush .issociate m ambar 
Loughton Ea RAF Fab agad 76 

Kathleen Howe Btetchtey E« Wren 
served 1940-44 to Victory. Pembroke and 
Forward Agad 79 

Bert Baer oldest member Barnes 6 
Mortlake Es CPO Steps Emperor of Inda 
Riake A*i. Com* Cyclops. Kant Raputae 
MacKay. Renown Jan . aoad 93 

Cofin Ronald (Jock) Cameron kxtoder 
member Salt ay E« CR&S) served 1963 
76 Fab 14 agad 63 

Berne Bendey Thedord E*-L8. served 
1950 57 Steps Pembroke, R*e*gh 
Frankkrt. Kempenfeft Euryakia Wag* 
Narv*. Ulater S teaphoim Grafton (A-bomb 
tesla) Nov aged 6i 
Alfred Colling I 
i Sunderland) Jan 18. aged 60 


Wbod Served 1921-45 Agad 94 

George Robert Bennetlo .VWenhoe 8 

Dmstaao E- POSM tamed 1936-61 Shpa 

I •• Ce't t* "** T re 
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Adventurous gamins 
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WHEN Edmund Hillary and Tenzing 
Norgay reached the summit of Mount 
Everest in 1953 it seemed that the ultimate 
mountaineering challenge had been over¬ 
come. 

But their expedition leader Sir John Hunt 
believed that a greater feat would be the 
conquest of the world s third highest peak, 
the Himalayan giant Kangchenjunga. 


At the end of March Lt Cdr Steve 
Jackson will take a team of elite British 
Service climbers to Nepal for an attempt 
on Kangchenjunga s South West face. 

In an interview with DOMINIC BLAKE he 
speaks frankly about the dangers they will 
face and the reasons why so many moun - 
taineers have perished on its treacherous 
slopes. 


t A LOT OF people get killed on Kangchenjunga and a lot of people get 
■ in the Himalayas' said Lt Cdr Steve Jackson. "The statistics shot 
about one in 12 do not survive. 


killed 
ow that 


“The sheer size of the moun¬ 
tain is one of the problems. 
There arc crevasses to fall into, 
rockfalls. avalanches, and 
severe weather, particularly 
the wind, on such a mountain. 

“Then there arc the physiologi¬ 
cal threats from the extreme alti¬ 
tude. A significant number of 
deaths in the Himalayas arc down 
to high altitude cerebral oedema 
or nigh altitude pulmonary 
oedema 

There's not much oxygen 
up there so your blood gets 
much thicker and It is easy 
to get chronically dehydrat¬ 
ed. This makes you more 
susceptible to cold and to 
stroke, and if you get caught 
in bad weather the combina¬ 
tion of these things is very 
difficult to survive/' 

These arc chilling thoughts for 
any climber, but as the leader of 
British Sc r\ices Expc. 

Kangchenjunga 2000 which aims 
to take on the fC5«hm (2R.169ft) 
peak by its seldom-attempted 
south West face, they arc a practi¬ 
cal reality he cannot afford ID 
ignore. 

Kangchenjunga was not con¬ 
quered until the British climber 
Charles Evans reached the top in 
1955. But 32 of the 132 moun 
taineers who had attempted to 
reach the summit by 1976 had died 
in the attempt. 

In 1977 two summit teams from 
a 60-strong Indian expedition were 
lost on the mountain. 

And in the last decade, only a 
handful of climbers have reached 
the summit and most of the expe¬ 
ditions which tried took home 
fewer people than they went with. 

So ahhough the logistical task of 
getting a 14-man team to the 




fixing up a system of 
room which will let me 


Steve Jackson is Chairman of 
the RN RM Mountaineering 
Association and was Deputy 
Leader of the successful 
British Services Expedition to 
Gasherbrum (26,470tt) In 1996. 


remote region on the borders of 
Nepal. India and Tibet is a daunting 
one. Steve Jackson's main concern 
is bringing them all hack safely. 


“It la dangerous, 
but everybody on the expe- 
dttlon la extremely fit and 
very experienced, we have 
done a tremendous amount 
of training together In 
Bavaria and the Alps and 
there are a number of things 
we will do which other expe¬ 
ditions might not. 

“We won’t go onto the glacier 
unroped and wc will he digging 
snow pits to check the state oft he 
skipcs above us to assess the dan¬ 
ger of avalanche. 

Wc have discussed and prac¬ 
tised our techniques for fixing 


ropes, ascending them, descending 
them and looking after them, and 
we’ve practised crevasse rescue so 
that if someone docs go down one 
everybody knows exactly what to 
do. 

“1 am 

weather reports i 
know where the monsoon is and 
that will help me to know when my 
weather window for the summit 
h.is arrived 

“So there is an enormous 
amount that you can do to reduce 
yam opoawe io 6mm i hmI th «i i 

exactly what wc will he doing. Wc 
will be meticulous in our approach 
and my main aim. first and fore¬ 
most. is to bring everybody back." 

The team fly out to Nepal on 
March 27 and will spend ten days 
trekking to the mountain through 
forests of rhododendron, pine and 
birch on a route which has been 
described as the most beautiful 
walk-in in the world. 

After reaching their first base 
camp at 5,40Um (17.712ft) on the 
Yalung Glacier they will spend a 
month establishing high camps at 
20.000ft. 22,000ft, 24.000ft and 
26,000ft before launching a bid for 
the summit in May. 

Of the 14 members of the expe¬ 
dition half arc in the Royal Navy 
and Royal Marines and the rest 
arc drawn from RAF Mountain 
Rescue teams and the Army's top 
mountaineering instructors. 

The Deputy expedition leader, 
Surg Cdr Andy Hughes from 
PJHO, is the Service’s most expe¬ 
rienced Himalayan mountaineer 
and one of the lew who have sum- 
mitted over 8,000m. 

And the five Royal Marines in 
the team. Captain James Haiti 
<CTC) Lt Aleck Burrell 
(Comacchio Group) C/Sgt Dave 


Marines strike out 
for the North Pole 


F OUR Royal Marine Commandos 
have set off on a 600-mile trek 
Ifltom Northern Canada on one of 
the last great Polar challenges. 

The team is attempting to become the 
first British team to walk to the 
Geographic North Pole completely 
unsupported. 

Each man will pull a sledge weighing 250lbs 
in temperatures that can drop as low as minus 
80 degrees centigrade with windchill. 

Corporals Alan Chambers. Jason Garland. 
Charlie Paton and Paul Jones hope to reach 
the North Pole in just 60 days, despite the 
threat posed by hungry polar bears, huge 
leads of open water and the mind*numbing 
temperatures. 

The team put themselves and their equip¬ 
ment to the test in a giant freezer at the 
Institute ol Naval Medicine at Gosport and 
underwent rigorous training at Resolution Bay 
before setting out. 


And CpI Chambers, the expedition's leader 
and veteran of a previous attempt two years 
ago. is confident that they are as well prepared 
as they can be. 

He said: “We have trained hard and prepared 
meticulously for this attempt. You can never 
9ay with certainty that you will be successful 
In polar exploration, after all, this challenge 
has defeated some of the worlds most experl* 
onced polar explorers. 

“But our preparation, combined with the 
confidence and teamwork instilled throughout 
our careers as Royal Marines, does give us an 
advantage. I am confident but definitely not 
complacent. 

J Shortly before the Royal Marines set out 
Arctic veteran Sir Ranulph Fiennes was forced 
to abandon his solo trek to the North Polo. 

Sir Ranulph, who also visited the Institute ot 
Naval Medicine as part of his preparations, suf¬ 
fered severe frostbite to a hand when he tried 
to recover a sled, loaded with supplies, which 
slipped through the Ice into the sea. 



Pcarcc (Cdo Ijngistics) Sgt Adcy 
Cole (HMS Neptune) «nd Sgt 
Larry Fodcn (Brigade Patrol 
Group) have a vast range of expe¬ 
rience behind them. 

1 t < Jr Jackson said: “The 
climber Joe Simpson wrote a very 
famous hook called Touching Th* 
liml and I think what he means by 
‘The Void' is the point where you 
reach the limit of your comfort 
zone or safety margin. 

“These are people who 
are prepared to go beyond 
the void, and leave their 
safety margin behind them 
In order to summit. 

“Sgt Pearce and Sgt Cole, for 
example, climbed The Nose’ of El 
Capitan in Yoscmitc. USA, an 
incredible, vertical, climb which 
takes six days to complete and the 
nerve to bivouac on the sheer rock 
face for five consecutive nights. 

“That sort of elite mountaineer¬ 
ing. and the sort that the others 
have done in the Himalayas and 
the Andes, is what’s required to 
succeed on any of the five h ig h e M 
mountains in the world. 

“We arc going beyond our 
boundaries." 


J While the main team cirnihs 
Kangchenjunga. a junior team will 
attempt the second ever ascent of 
the 6.700m peak of Ramtang They 
will he led by former C’BF 
Falklands, Brigadier David Nichols, 
who will he passing knowledge 
gained in a lifetime of mountaineer’ 
me to younger climbers including Lt 
John Craig (Faslanc) Lt David 
Goldsmith (BRNCJ and L'CpI 
Darren Swift RM (42 Cdo). 


Mountains 
unite UK and 
Argentinian 
servicemen 


THE ROYAL NAVY was 
represented on a 
successful Services 
expedition to Aconcagua, 
the highest peak in the 
Andes at 22,841ft. 

Expedition Joint Endeavour 
was arranged to help build 
relations between the UK s 
Armed Forces and the 
Argentinian Army and it ended 
with the Union Jack and 
Argentine flag being planted 
on the summit 

Eight British Serviceman 
took part in the expedition 
with 16 troops from 
Argentina's 8th Mountain 
Brigade, but the honour of 
summitting went to the RAF s 
Fit Lt Ewan Duncan and Sgt 
Steve Scott. 

WO Glen Bridgeman from 
HMS Neptune, who stopped 
lust short of the summit with 
Major Richard Rawdon-Smith, 
said: “Our objective was to 
plant the flags on the summit 
and we achieved that. 

“We were also there to form 
relationships with the 
Argentinian Army which we 
could build on, and we made 
some good friends while we 
were there. 

The Argentinian people 
were also extremely kind and 
friendly and asked us all sorts 
ol questions as we walked 
around Buenos Aires. We had 
no trouble and there was no 
feeling of animosity towards 
us at all.* 




• ANDES: WO Glen Bridgeman and a soldier from Argentina's 8th 
Mountain Brigade during the ascent of Aconcagua. 

# ONLY 600 MILES TO GO: Royal Marine 
Corporals Alan Chambers, Jason 
Garland, Charlie Paton and Raul Jones 
set off tor the North Pole. 
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I Jp F«0 1§4 2 
fftartuagad June 1946 Gortton Bowyor wwte 
a* to find John Contact Gorton on 01227 
780214. 

Edward Francta Markcom lira Oorofriy 
Harkcom iwki into on Edward who <kod n 
MMS Dakanca Nov 1. 1042 Any hotp ova# 
C dwrd or the. contact Mn Markcom ft. 
Aobay CroU BaaudW. Shaded 

The Battb of iho Barents Saw Mra 
Oov#r« swks a copy of C Poarca » took. 
pubtahadby Montana now out of pnnt Wn* 
to Brynanon Lodga Gippyn St 
CanOoan SA43 3LS. ML 01234 613134 
Horaca Hawkins G Hawtena ftoaks Ho 
on tin grancMhar MMS Eagto '930s Hood 
(7). Tyna. Funcut and CXAa of Ttork) Thara a 
a photo of hm bwng praaantad to Kaig 
Gaorga VI Contact G Hawkma ft Prynna 
Ctoao. Ptymooto PL 1 50S. tat. 01752 262236 
MMS Hornb.ll B UcOwmot! has a wad 
c*ng photo takon artxnd 1946 attandad by 
a Captaai of Honbd tor whom Mr McOormoft 


Reunion of Serving and Former 
( omiminicafion* fleet Chief* and 
Warrant Officrr* will he held in 
the Warrant Officer* and Senior 
Rank* Me**. IIMS Colling* ood 23 
Jun 00 at 2000 If you are or were a 
O.T.W.S or a CT who joined the 
Service as a Communicator, then 
please get in touch for details. 

Ian Simon Smith 01225 818019 
e-mail: sparker ltd Ninternet com. 
Dick Cookslcy 01329 332644. 
or George Foster 01730 824299. 
Fa* 01730 84202. 
e-mail: the.buntinggrcwcom.co.net 


Cottage 
mo. Wa 


Wishing (o contact anyone 
with any information on the 
voyage of H.MS. Sal victor, 
in 1956 and of her journey 
to Christmas Island, and her 
work there during the 
nuclear tests. Bo* No. 9678 



THE TRECARN HOTEL 

Babbacombe. Torquay 

The Naval Reunion Specialist 


2 d »r* dbb re 7.50 pp 3 <t*yt dub earso pp 

(prices Includa Banque1 me*/) 


i have over many years baan m o co tod wtto v» Royal Navy, hottng Ranons tor: 
NOS EXETER HM$ SHEFFIELD HMS NEWFOUNDLAND MMS TENBY. 
HMS ARETHUSA HMS CUMBERLAND. TON CLASS ASSOCIATION 
CASTLE CLASS CORVETTE ASSOCIATION and »ia PLYMOUTH RNA 


Tha Tracam haa 136 ErvSuAt badrooms wfth cotour TV taa matong Mcfthaa. and can 
accommodMt up to 250 Guts*. Tha hotel has a tarpt Owng Rooir that can hold up to 300 
Guath. at twl m im spaoouf Balroomt and Bar araai dote tor any t&aooafror ragard* 
laat of it mambanNp tua 

for Information plants enotnet 

BRYAV PIT MAM - Gt VIRAL MAVAGIR TEL $1*0X2*292 


\ SKI.KI I ION OK Will IK KASHA HOOKS KROM 
Ol R M \KCTI 2IHHI C'ATAl.t Mil K River 50 lillvs. 


Durham's Lai) in Hh.tr Sam Hariri 
Bark la Durban Sam Harley 

99 Venn of Navy Sam Horiey 

Water. Water. Kvtry W berr 

Tam Chapman 
Jovt NnHancr AB Terence Sisson 

Tip of i hr Spear Pool HitcheU 

Royal Yacht Britannia Bnan Hoey 
The lad> and the Yacht Sam Harley 
The True (tlory Has Arthur 

Blew < hir Ship Richard Mouth 

The National Service Sailor 

Peter CohhoU 
The Inhrrr led Phil Durham 

The liuiara Book of Naval Blunder* 

Gn^frry Pm an 
HMS Victorious Ray Barker 

Defiance at Sen Jot 


Nautilus Pay Daru 

Improvise And Dnre Cdr. JS Guard 
HU. 4 Dudley Pope 

Thooe Wallowing Beoniirs 

H D 'Jim * Jarman 
Memories of Roedron Jody Hoore 

My Sh Wartime Year* Erie Denton 

Chariots of the Sea Pam Hitchel | 

Hipp. if rates RN Herbert f IU » 

JuU Oat of Sight A WCOdhdge 

TMe Han tune Events 

Sailor 's Luck Geoffrey Mall 

To Render Safe Colin Chan her 

Conroy Maniac...RBI Jamet H Peed 
Laugfrnrte DavaSoM 

An Affair of ( Turners Ian HocGevth 
Fatal Cai of thr Running Tide 

Harry Cackcrvff 
The Fighting Captain Alan Rum 


Tree llhtsmsted Catalogue im rrqurxi 


Ardiflramus Press, 113 The Ridgeway, CufTWy, Herts FN6 4B(* 
Phone 017074(72720 Fa*: 0/70747J444 
E-mail: trim morleyia ht internetcam nvnuwnctnbi: icmv sjmorlrvco.ul 
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I III ASSOCIATION OI ^V 
ROYAL NAVY OFFICERS 

Patron 

Her Majesty The Queen 

ARNO is both a Charitable Trust and a Membership Association 
for Serving and Retired Officers of the RN, RM, QARNNS. for¬ 
mer U RNS, and their Reserves 

The Charitablr Trust has assets cseceding £3 million, the investment 
income fnan which b used 1o make grants and bursancs to all officers and 
their dependants, including then widows or widowers, when they are in need 
The Membership Association, which has 8.500 m embe r s the majority cur¬ 
rently joining being serving officers, provides very substantial and diverse 
benefits both for serving and retired officers for a nominal annual membership 
fee of C10 (or £ 150 for Life Membership) Amongst these ARNO* AA mem 
bership scheme alone affords a saving which comfortably cscecds the annual 
subscription' (Roadside with H*wne Start and cover throughout Europe £38 

For further information; 

Either visit the ARNO web site u ww.etirusurLcum.arno or complete 
and mum the following: (fa*: 0171 402 5533. c mail:amo& eurmurfxom) 

Tir Li Cot*lid PoVniu*R n ’aRNO. 70 hau m nt■ To. Um*V W:1 tP 
Ptrase scad me details and a membership application form 
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Reunions 


was coifuram Airy <nto toB McOormon 46 
Rownham Road, tsoomoa Kwa Zuto Natal 
Sto Afnca 4003 

HMS Niger f Lae thinks when she wwt 


MMS Conoorl: The Aito cuk on m I 
to oblan drawings at Consort. H you have 


bona to her craw, as we* as HMS EOnfexah 
smvwois Can anyone meal sNpmaaes draft 
ed to hai before srm left RContact F 
Lae. 4. Bngtoy Rd Bradford 609 ftHH 
HMS Foreutar 1949-ft: P. Lobtey seeks Lt 
Cdr P Sharp. LT» H MacOougsi. 0 Morel 
G Lavurton and A Denrus Contact Mr 
Lobtey af 32. Lmnck Gdns. Cranham 
Esse* RM14 1 HZ. tot 0170ft 500658 
DEM Elphtnet o ne: Stuart Denton seeks 
•mo on gas cadet m hms Benbow m Dec. 
1827 Stuart has a book with his neme end a 
messaga on tha ftytoM Contact Stuart at 74. 
Clarenc e Rd Horsham RHI3 SSG email 

HMS Greyhound M05 Can tax yona lot 
Chns Moore have any good photoo of tots 
Step? H« father PO Fredenc Moore was 
fatefly injured m her Contact Chns at 2. 
Worte Close Cotongham NrHu«HUt«5CT 
HMS Scarab 1933-3S: Thomas Mamand 
has Mm of officers pearobng the Yanotoe ft 
" them contact Fwn at 
36. Church Wa* 
CV35 9QT. tot 
01760 640220. tv 01789 041822 or «m« 


any of these drew«>Qi contact O 
8. Bums Crescent ”smey Oosa. Cskkool. 
Monmoufttohee NP6 4LP. tot 01201 424126 

Sotdtor Savor Rag Pomng seeks a 
copy of ton book, toa wertme hutory of tfui 

ponofffufTwni curnpMRa oy vjffomvy 

Sanders tor • tofiner unft member Wing m 
Canada Contoct Rag at 7S. Bidborough 
Fbdge. Tunbndge Wefti TN4 0UU 

Edward Merchant Best men at toe wed- 
dno of Chnsbne SandmannS parents. Robert 
and E Seen Jams at St Pa^s. Chatham Aug 
18. 1951 Contact Chnsbne m 2ft. Thomham 
Rd TwydOi. GAngNon ME« ftSG 

Plymouth Wmm: Deborah 0av«e« seeks 
WWll Plymouth area Wmm who would te« 
Owe story to lop wfti her hwtory degree do- 
sertakon Contact Deborah at 33 Crumyft 
Rd Torpomt Comwal Pill 20Y 

John Edward Hewnham RjR Sokceors 
seek Mr Newnhem aftached to tha FAA n 
toe fate 50 s. si Stretton. Cheafwe He Wed 

Ji rJ. ufit nf wi AVI AfXmOfi W*tfrtngiOFi 

ha parents and an aunt Ruby Booth. Wed n 
ronvnoum uimaa hjh woiori. utyw 
House Queens Rd Freshwater. Isle of 
WtaN PO40 9CN. tot: 01963 752115 

Leslie Joseph James: Fred OGnen 
seeks mio on a bronj# pteQue o memory of 
Leake, who (bed aged ift m HMS Roy* Oak 
on Oct 14. 1939 - who comnussaned fC 
Was 1 used 7 Does Leake s tamdy want toa 
piaqus7 Contact Fred at the Northern Design 
Una 14 CotqurR St Liverpool Li 4DE 
Martin end Lynn Shinn stayed on a 
fence campato a 1986 when HMS Bntooi 
ms M amed s They recai Or Fkck Rk hards 
staying were Mstoef and Dooww|ue. and 
idy toa dog ft you racaft wnto to 29. The 
Nenhoe. Esse* 007 BAG 
Karl end Debbie ho n eymoon. June 1886 
in Auatoa Karl was about to Mart RN earwig 
Debow worked tor toe RN Concert 0« and 
Gai Gordon Ravetoton 34 Bsknor* Piece. 

TDl IX. tot 0188ft 757646 am* 
M Treason* co & 

__U Cdr Gr eetoam seeks 

edn andtor photos of tfw nunesweapar 
Contact. LiCdE Greetoam. 3. 8t Ursula 
Grove SBUtoeea POft 1LT, tot: 003 §283 
2134.1 


Beegie. Boedtoea and Bulldog 1838-1845 
Crewe Association As agreed at toe 1999 
AGM the Association was wound up on Dec 
31.1999 and toe btoanca of kmct remamrig 
T606 44: was sent to Kmg Oeo^ge Fund 
tor Sadors Hon Sec John Randal dad on 
re. 1999. aftar a Short M 


April 


HMS Crane U23f 123 Club Reurvon on 


01787 364633 or Ron on 01825 72^ °° 

HMS Glowworm A short service of 


Memorial Arboretum m Staft ordsh ee on Apm 
ft: lam»ly members and fnends welcome 
Contact Chris Green on 01580 766010 
HMS Susses (toe unit, not toe shtoft RNR 
Reunion Aaeoctafcon meet Apnl ft el Cooper 
Rawson Hal. Hove Sea Cadef HO. Basin Rd 
North Hove Detain Jenny Thornes 41 
Wessei Dnve Hatch End. kkoc* HAS 4PX 
email Jennythomju UK0cs. com 

FAA Armourers reunion try Coventry 
over weeke n d of Apnl 15 Detwts from Mck 
nOWWnT loom. *ortnom HO, 

CM«6g>y CT, 6EV 


May 



HMS Adamant reunion b in May Funher 
deta^s from A Walker on 01977 700838 
HMS Narvik 1855-59 on May 5 

Rod Jenkins. 33 Paston RNkngs Paston. 
Peterborough PE4 7UR. to< 017* 751019 
HMS Royakst Association reunon May 
S-7 at Stretton Hoial. Blackpool into and term 
from Mrs P Outoto. 11. Hofty HR. Bassett 
Souftiam pSon S016 7ES. tof 6p 807ft 7756 
HMS Emerald Association reurvon n 
the Gasco*gne Room Union Jack Club. 
Waienoo London on May ft Contact Coin 
Houktoy on 01262 851279 

Ca ptain Walkers Old Roys 
Association reurvon af Boons Merseyside 
on May 6 Data** Pal Marsh. 0151 7222090 
Far East Veterans Association Those 
ekgtota tojonlw new —e nr i ib o n am those 
who served m toe Far East Bocae. Mote,* 
Borneo and HK. dbnng and dbte WM fi The 
Sto Esse* branch meeto second MOoftepef 
each monto to SMtord Clays SortM Ctob 
a 01375 4- 


Bmrwighem Debate from Ray Phftks 243 
Kempsnon lane Basmgsaoke RG22 5NO 
tof 01256 321678 SAE ptoase 
HMS Wgo (D231) reumon at I 
Holei Babb a combe over weeke n d of May 
12 Debate from Derek Wroe 15. MacmAan 
Rd Rowtoy Rage W kbdands 065 8AR 
HMS Concord Association reurvon el 
toe Royal Spe Haft. Bn dknqton. May 12-14 
Contaci Peter Lee Hate 01249 §11406 

MUd t5#rn§m jUfYnWi A|iQCi«TK>n 

reurvon on May 13 at toe Home Club 
Portsmouth Delete horn George Ebofl. Flat 
4 Greenwich Court. 25 Kmg V Soutosea 
PG5 4EU 

HMS Phoebe Association reason el toe 
Kjng Charles Hotel Gtengham May <2 14. 
at ranks, both sh*» Detaite on 01236 
211501 eme4 royOrpavety hea eanra 00 iA 
73rd and 2ftth Deetreyrr Flotilla jnon 
WOeCPOs Mass. HMS Neteon Portsmouth. 
May 27 BA Swift on 003 8259 1032 

June 

Devonporl Heavy L‘s reumon at 
Plymouth n June Aryorw who would toe to 
dm LOC AME(L) branch 
steps and FMBt contact 
r Q o s k n g 65 Kanmare Drive Plympton. 
Ptymouto PL7 2YJ. tof 01752 344639 

Chtnksra Kalogu Cochin Ooty 
gitoermg June 11-95 at tha St tvos 
Armas on Sea Blackpool Delate 
from Coton Baker RPO Ofhc a MaMutn 
Cottage Btockpoof Old Road Little 
Ecctostor Preson PR3 0YQ. tof 01985 
670495. emari caAn&tahae tenef co uk 
HMS Night|er (InaklpWItertee) Wrens 
are invitod to the Ctenkara gathering at the St 


Nee Hotel. St temea-on Sea bom June 12- 
16 Met to Insiup Camp coach top and 
entertainment Contact Mrs Margaret 
(Peggy) Johnson, lift Heaoroomgate Rd. Si 
Annas on Sea. Lancs FYi 38G 

Russian Convoy Club (Vbrkatera. West 
Fktkng Branch) rwxson June 26. Eastoor 
ough WMC Battye St. Devnbury Detatte 
Cyni Gaunt. 5. Moorland Close Gfctoraome 
Leeds LS27 70H Tel 0113 253 0596 

HMS Brecon (L7ft) 1842-45 reunron 
weekend June 30 to July 2 at Stretton Hotel 


Hempstead MP3 9UH. lei 01442 251639 


July 

148 (Merkblal Cdo FO Bty RA n 

ate. Juftr ft. tor r 


Amphfeout Bombardment Assoosbon and 
served *to COBU. 95 AO Real RA. 95 FOU 
14ft Cdo AOfO Bty eerty 1940« 1 
CRS lAck Jepson. RM P< 

Paate BH15 4J2. tof 01202 20227ft 
HMS Constance 1945 51 
reuvon n London July 14^15 
Errve Btederson. 43. Oto Piac 
Lines NG34 THR. tof 01529 413410 
HMS Kale (K241) r 
HOW NOnn TOf*vw# IfOfT Jury 

14-17. Contact Otok Clay teadgewoocf It. 
Cuckmere Way Brighton BNt IGA. 

EW (Goby) branch reuraor at Senior 
Ratos Mess HMS Dryad Jtey 29 Open 10 
current and reared EW servor rates Delate 
from WO Grfty Gtehnsi E W Cteef Instructor 
Lewin BuJdlng HMS Dryad. Soutowick 
Fareham Hams P017 6EJ. tel 02392 
284526 err 


Call lor Korean veterans 


Stoker Robert E Lae n t9«04i. oontaci Peter 
Lee-Hato on 01249 811405 


Grays. E seea Detate on 01375 400301 

HMS Attacker 879. 80ft Squadrons FAA 
and Ships Company reunion May 11 In 


Calling Old Shipmates 


Court; 


1962-54 


LTei John Wehon (HMS Amethyst 1949. 
HMS Eaoto 1951). lest known address 
Chester ft anyone knows where John to, 
contact Jack French on 01242 254306 
HMS Maid slone S F Titon seeks 
mala Barba Hamilton on board when they 
Hone Kong Coteaci tern at 2. Falconry 
n 7 Ftorttoid South. Kmibn KTt 2UR 
to* Maes. Kalatrana. IftaMa, 
OMnMiam seeks momt 
era of FMoon Theatre C 
drama tofOvii wwtara. Feb 1953 (Mary 
T-ngie toteTtd) Ca8 Harry on 01348 631540 
HMS Narvik Seeking Mr BiOour. Doc 
Doyto George Graham. Dutch Hoftmdi. Dan¬ 
iel McMtoan George Peat Barry Sanderson 
Peroa Wetomore and Tatty Cioke Contort Rod 
Jentena. 33. Paston Rttngs. Paston 
P storborougb PE4 7\jR. ml 017fa 751019. 

HM steps St Kina and Canyerdown. 
1854-Si Roy Short art seeks MarshaS 
Hoknas. Short. Tanky Dote. Ronn#> 

MAMajm ^ ^- ii A-^ - 

ff "Am •*, vm * * ftXX®. 

Like. Tucker Cuba Chef Lee «*S WltoOey 
Contort Roy 41 100. Mdrteootoa Tie Hi. 
Coventry CV4 flAZ tot 01203 461880 

HMS Ratotob Frank Bond seeks Fred 
Cooper, who jomed up wtth ham on March 11. 
1952 Last heard or m Portsmouth as a (Over 
Contact Frank at 310-134 Lindsay St North 
Bay. Ontario. Canada Pi B 722. tot 00 1 706 
476 2464 email frank b o nd0 r y m paOco ea 
Hong Kong Dockyard Defence Corps 
S sa to ng e* members at tvs group some of 
whom ended up m Shamatespo ROW camp 
with Bnan Harper Contact Bnan al 1. Sharyn 
Rd Watoston 6076. W Auatraka 

HMS Deoop. 1866-7 Nan Oough seeks 
Lesley Cheyne. Dan Drury Boots Ends an 
and National Semes o ppo Joh n Bmgham or 
anyone etee who remembers lam Contort 
Nanonemaftat na n 0 ctou g hi tanat co lA 
HMS ABuon 56-54 and 64-66 Seeking 
anyone who knew Donald Cosset Hw 
daughter Sarah ramambars We of tem but 
amid IM to hnd out more He had a ctoee 
Inend Geoffrey Pace, and used to help run 
Bukeark t ’soo w«th qurret end requests 
Please nng Edrte Jones on 01329 664496 
RAF Thomey Island WO Mike HenoocA 
RAF seeks friends who Ived at Thomey 
island 196265 One Stove Clark posstety 
jomed the RN n tie toto 60s Rmg 0i52ft 
327240. erruM nyhanooch^toAXt corn 
C-class destroyer men. • 3m wtechwver 
theabe tor association delate contact CM 
Longtoot on 0151 226 3675 

HMS Brighton Shpmaies from 1871-73 
- me last Far East t« cur son - contact Dave 
Howes. 32. Bvmarte Rd Rochester ME 1 
2XP tot 01804 327772. mob 07880 118437 
Benbow Ohr HMS Oenges. X Mm 
1851 S harky Ward drop B ^ Bodd y a frw at 
Neyor Gedng. Down Road. Homdean. Hants 
HMS Vanguard 1861-54 .sundry Crew 
where are you 7 Contact e>-L^8ea B Rooher 


At your Service entries 

eMohcet lor this page should be bnet 


to • The Editor. Navy Newt HMS Ne t so n 
Portsmouth P01 3HH or emak 
edrt Joarynews co uk ft you are send¬ 
ing your nobee in via s m eii ptoa se 
include your tuft address and telephone 
number 

•Reunions ftipeir rr date order and 
requests to piece an entry to s psrticutor 
tdtfton cannot be guaranteed 
■Ptoase sand m Reuruons at toast thrae 
months (preferably four, before the 


• There may be a delay before Hems 
appear due to the volume of requests 
•Entries are tree to non-comm e rcial 

organisation* 

■items pertamang to commer cia l work, 
books and publications tor prof* can 
only appiar as paid lor advertising 

• The Editor reserves the right 10 ed* or 
refuse publication of submrttod notices 


on 01256 357338. weh a new 10 a meekng 


depot step wtekf under te com ma nd of 
Captain Oram, and wants to hear from any 
one who served at the same ame Contact 
hen at 48. Brooks** Close Denmetod. Hants 
PQ7 6ET tof: 023 8225 9145 

HMS Otortng AV Wood should hove 
been ei Donng when she was tost, but was ei 
sek bey w4h t o n s tek t Hto oppo. Aft toMco* 
survwsd but ftiey tool oontact ftyouknowof 
tea whereabouts, contort Mr Wood at SO. 
Remade HM. Be*toyneath. 0A7 6AG. W 
01322 522320 

HMS Net eon 1841-42 Seeking any 
1 of ftte crew aM around oontaci C 
111 Giaptooma Rd Oundto. 


NAVY Korean War veterans 
are invited to contact Mr C J. 
Evans, who ie liaising wtth the 
Americefte over 50th anniver¬ 
sary commemorations. 

Mr Evaiie wants to hear 
from those who served In the 
war, and from those whose 


Peterbo r ough PCS 4PS 

RMAS tosklp Les Odunaon seeks news 

of Elecftncai Sedon mamtonance unit under 
CPO Pycroft especially An Mecn Don 
Rusby Wren Mote T rtgeon. Wren Ekxabeth 
7. Also news of M0NA8 8 (etocihcaf tecoon) 
K» Tak from Sept 1945 Write to Brews 
Langbndge Newchmm to W PQ36 0NP 
Vincent Little W M Aider « trymg to 
trace Vincent (aged about 66) who served 
with tea father (N W Aider) m HMS 
Bmngham coca 1956 56. m cormecbon 
with s surprise 65m omhday - he hopes to 

S soma oid snomates along H# tomed fti 
h2 and toft m 1865. serving m HM steps 
Glory Launceston Castto. Loch Fyna and 
Bmtvngham. and at Cotengwood. Dryad and 


ships acted in a supporting 
role to United States forces. 

Contact him at CJ. Evans 
Ordnance, Down ton House, 

Vatfey Road, Tarrant 
Keynaton, Biandtoftd. Dorset 
OT11 9JE. tel lax 01256 
455379. 


Stonecutters island. Hong Kong Contact W 
AAder, 22 Downs Grove. Vang* Bas4don 
SS16 4QL Tat 01260 555022 

HMS Chmkara (Larakng craft base 
Cochin) 1944 46 ft you were there & what 
ever you <J*d men can you help oM 
BE OP V£OP CMP etc to §nd us? Jom m 
with 0* now moOey oM tot af our enjoyable 
annual “Noatofgw Gathering* before it’s too 
tato Lots of atouma esc Contact Coan 
Baker Mafttun Cottage. LI Ecctoslon. 
Pre s ton PR3 OYO or phone 01895 670495 
ema* ooAn&bakar hnal co uh 

HMS Kato(K24l) River Ctoaa Frtgato ft 
you served on her ptoase contort D<k Clay. 
Madgewood. 31 Cudunare Way. BngfOon. 
Susae* BNt 8GA 


AIRCRAFT OF THE ROYAL NAVY 


• The second prototype 
ol the Fvlrey Semi ox 
which first hew In 1936. 
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Fairey Seafox 


ALTHOUGH only 49 Seafoxes were built 
and the type was not generally an out¬ 
standing success, it earned a place In 
Fleet Air Arm history through its vital role 
in the Battle of the River Plate. 

Fairey designed the Seafox to meet FAA 
requirements for a two-seat reconnaissance 
floatplane capable of being catapulted from 
light cruisers. Among the ships which it 
equipped was the Leander-class vessel HMS 
Ajax. With the cruisers HM ships Achilles and 
Exeter she encountered the German pocket 
battleship Graf von Spee off the River Plate 
estuary In December 1939. 

The heavier cruiser HMS Exeter had two 
Walrus amphibious aircraft, but these were put 
out of action early in the battle by gunfire from 
the Graf Spee. Of Ajax's two Seafoxes. only 
one was serviceable. This, piloted by Lt E. D. 
G. Lewin with Lt R. E. N. Kearney as observer, 
spotted for the British guns throughout the 
action on December 13. 

After the Graf Spee sought refuge in 
Montevideo the Seafox continued to fly recon¬ 
naissance missions each day until, on 
December 17, H was able to sianal that the 
German vessel had been scuttled 

It was the first time in World War II that a 
Fleet Air Arm aircraft had spotted for ships' 


guns In battle, and the pilot - who received the 
DSC - became the first FAA officer to be deco¬ 
rated in the war. 

The first prototype of the Seafox (lew in May 
1936, followed by the second - initially fitted 
with wheeled landing gear - near the end of 
the year. 

At the outbreak of war Seafoxes formed the 
catapult recce flights of several cruisers. The 
ships' spotter flights were pooled early in 1940 
to form 700 Naval Air Squadron with a strength 
of 11 Seafoxes, 12 Swordfish floatplanes and 
42 Walruses. 

However, the role of the catapult-launched 
spotter aircraft was coming to an end with the 
introduction of escort carriers, and the last 
Seafox unit - 702 Catapult Flight - was dis¬ 
banded in July 1943. 

The Fairey Seafox was of all-metal construc¬ 
tion. with the exception ol fabric-covered 
wings. It was powered by a 395hp Napier 
Rapier IV engine which gave a maximum 
speed of 124mph at 5.860ft and a climb rate of 
10.4 minutes to 5.000ft. 

Range was 440 miles, endurance 4.25 hours 
and service ceiling was 11,000ft. 

A Lewis gun was carried in the rear cockpit 
and light bombs could be carried under the 
wings. 
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Players blooded at competition 


NAVY tennis players may have 
lost out in the first competi¬ 
tions of the new season - hut 
the chance to hlood new talent 
will stand the RN in good 
stead. 

The Indoor Tennis Centre at 
Burnaby Road was the venue for 
the inlcr-Scrvicc B competition 

The Navy introduced a number 
of new players - Clive Unn and 
Steve Pearson to the men’s team, 
and Debbie Whittingham. Claire 
Hull. Lisa Nelson and Fleur 
Marshall to the women's squad. 

ngth in depth in the Army 
and RAF teams relegated both 
Navy teams to third place - 
although the RN team was instru¬ 
mental in the final result, decided 
on the last day. 


The RAF** number one pairing 
pioved loo strong for Peter Ebcrlc 
and David Marsh, the Navy pair 
going down 6-3, 6-1, and the RAF 
took the competition on set count- 
back from the Army. 

The women’s event went 
to the third set of the tie 
between the RAF second 
pair and RN duo Caroline 
Williams and Lisa Nelson. 

With players and supporters 
gathering around the court and 
tension rising, the Air Force team 
clinched the trophy amid wild cele¬ 
brations after a tremendous match. 

For details of Navy tennis, con¬ 
tact either Cdr Chris Usbome 
(9352 39187 - men’s), WO Nikki 
Hudson (0171 937 3493 - 

women’s) or U Cdr Rohm West 


(93821 2010 - veterans over 4(1). 

The RN Lawn Tennis 
Association (Women) opened 
their season with a tournament at 
the Kirtsmouth Dome, welcoming 
new faces and saying farewell to a 
real stalwart. 

After round robin and knock¬ 
out phases, the final produced an 
excellent match, with Jo Cooke of 
Derriford Hospital defeating Di 
Crouch of HMS Drake. 

Jo also took the doubles title 
with RNH Haslar player Jcannic 

1U.IK 

The event saw the farewell to 
Navy tennis of reigning ladies 
champion and team captain Maria 
CkxKhmn, forced to retire through 
a serious knee injury. 

Jcannic Bone takes over as new 
leans captain. 


RN ice men stay cool 


THE ROYAL Navy Cresta team pulled off 
a spectacular win over their Service 
rivals In the annual championship at the 
Swiss resort of St Moritz. 

Wearing the striking red. white and blue 
race suits of sponsors Brandt- Computer 
Systems, the Navy’s winning aggregate time 
of a fraction under 700 seconds was a mas¬ 
sive 37.5 seconds ahead of the RAF and 
more than 45 seconds in front of the Army. 

The RAF, who had won seven of the previ¬ 
ous races, were handicapped by a pre-race 
skiing injury to one of their best riders 

Showing their age, and with confidence 
draining away in practice as the Navy's 
novices kept improving, the RAF finally suc¬ 
cumbed on the tabled Cresta Run, leaving 


the way clear for the Navy to claim the Prince 
Philip TrophV, * 

And the Senior Service has high hopes 
that nest year's performance will be even 
'better at the novices move up to the race rid¬ 
ing category. 

The winning team, with the first four count¬ 
ing, were Lt Cdr Andy Mills (aggregate 171.97 
secs); Lt Angus Essenhigh (172.94); Lt Jamie 
Summers (175.97s); Lt Aaron Whlld (178.57); 
Lt Dan Hooton (181.14); LD Sid Lawrence 
(181.9). 

Supporting the team riders on the day 
were L'CpI Ian Breeze. Lt David Gillett and 
Maj Paul Hart, and three Year 2000 novice rid¬ 
ers were CPO David Bass, OM Lloyd Allen 
and PO Royston Setters. 


Shooters 

complete 

warm-up 

THE NAVY’S clay pigeon 
shooters were about to 
complete a three-legged 
Winter Series competi¬ 
tion in preparation for 
the inter-Services com¬ 
petition as Navy News 
went to press. 

The first shoot took com¬ 
petitors to the damp and 
windy Trevol Range at HMS 
Raleigh. 

High gun and gold medal 
winner was Carl Everton 
(Trenchard) with a score of 
77 out of 100. 

Silver went to PO tan 
Mitchell (846 Naval Air 
Squadron) with 68, and Lt 
Cdr Peter Trott (SSA) took 
bronze with 65. 

Two weeks later the 
show moved on to 
Tlpner Ranges at Ports¬ 
mouth, where the sec¬ 
ond shoot was carried 
out in Glorious sun¬ 
shine, offering excellent 
shooting at 100 targets. 

High gun and gold medal 
this time round went to PO 
SUn Hackford (HMS Fear¬ 
less), with a score of 81. 

PO tan Morgan (824 NAS) 
took silver and Peter 
Joyner (HMS Dryad) bronze 
- both finished with 72, and 
the placings were decided 
on the toss of s coin. 

The final round is sched¬ 
uled to be held on April 1 at 
the Wyle Valley Shooting 
Ground in Somerset. 

This event is also the Ely 
Hawk inter-establishment 
competition open to any 
ship, squadron or estab¬ 
lishment which can muster 
five team members. 

Further information on 
the event or RN clay pigeon 
shooting is available from 
PO Ian Morgan on 93781 
2778 or CPO Andy Free on 
93825 2437. 


SEVEN full-blooded bouts 
had a full house of 71 SI boxing 
enthusiasts on the edge of their 
scats at the Combined Services 
individual championships held 
at HMS Nelson, writes S/Li 
Smum Pa^et. 

The Army arrived as favourite*, 
and wnh a lull squad expected to 
relain their crown. 

The Navy mustered five com¬ 
petitors, one more than Ihc RAF. 
nut all were keen to put a lot of 
hard work into practice. 

MEM Noble was the first Navy 
man to set foot in the ring in a pre 
liminary light-heavyweight boul 
against the Army's tvC’pl Sparc. 

It was an inauspicious slart. with 
Noble quickly being overpowered, 
leaving the referee no option hut 
to stop the fight in the first round 
Next to don his gkwes was OM 
Davie, fighting Pte Wray of the 
Army for the lightweight title. 

Davie made an excellent start, 
and his relent leas pressure forced 
a standing count on lo his oppo¬ 
nent in the first round. 

With Wray forced to take two 
more standing counts in the second 
round, the referee called a halt 
Mnc Watson squared up to the 
experie n ced LC’pl McMahon in 
the middleweight bout 

A cautious first round was 
edged by the Army boxer, but as 
the tempo ruse the lance corporal 
stamped his authority on the Bout 

Boxing blues 

AN OFFICER Cadet at Cambridge Univer¬ 
sity RN Unit has boxed in the annual match 
against Oxford - and came out on top. 

Jim Coke, who is in Ms first year at 
Homerton College, fought at light heavy¬ 
weight. but despite his efforts - re wa rded 
with a Blue - Cambridge went down for the 
15th year in a row, losing 8-3. 


The third round saw 
McMahon growing in 
t nnf idcncc and .is he 
pressed the Navy man he 
landed a knock-out blow 

OM Kindlcy. untested 
at tins level, took on the 
RAF* CpI Siggs for the 
heavyweight crown. 

The Navy fighter 
kiokcd sharp, building up 
a narrow lead in the first 
round. 

But Siggs forced his 
way back in the second 
round, and hts superior 
fitness .»lli»wcd him lo 
push the pace. 

kind lev boxed gamely, 
but by the fourth nc had 
run out of steam, and the 
referee stopped the con- 
led 

The final Navy man in 
action was Mnc Ishcr- 
wnod, who contested the 
super-heavyweight title 
with Ptc Bevvy. 

In only his fifth bout. 

Isherwood took the fight 
to h« opponent, a former 
ABA cnamp. right from 
the start. 

Using his reach advantage. 
Isherwood avoided the toc-to-toc 
slugfest which suited Bcvsey. but 
the Army man worked hts way 
hack into the contest in the second 
round, forcing a standing count 

The third devekiped into the 
slugging match 
which Bcsscy 
sought - and the 
Army man duly 
delivered the ko. 

Prior to the 
bouts, all five RN 
hoxers were 
awarded their 
RN vests by Maj 
Gen Milton RM. 
chairman of RN 
Boxing. 


• Bloodied but unbowed: 
(above) 044 Kindley is present¬ 
ed with his heavyweight run¬ 
ners-up prize by Air Vice 
Marshall Burton. 

• Champion: (right) Light¬ 
weight division winner OM 
Davie. 


★ 


REPELLANT 
& BREAmABLE 


W 


( POLARTEC 200 
TUNIC FLEECE 


. f MIDNIGHT NAVY, 
SIZES S,M,L & XL 


LENGTH ZIP 
ITH ROYAL NAVY 
ZIP PULL - DETACHABLE 


DRAW STRING BOTTOM 


1 




)CJ\W I 


All orders to: Navy News, HMS Nelson, Portsmouth, POI 3HH 
or phone the 'Hotline' on 02392 7335S8 

Cheques payable to 'Navy News’ to accompany the orders. For orders outside the U.K. payment 
can be made by Cheque/International Money Order in £ Sterling and drawn on a U.K. bank, or for 
payment by Credit Card/Switch U.K. and abroad, please use the coupon on page 4. 

Please allow 28 days for delivery. 


Oxford team 
takes URNU 
sports title 

ALL 14 university RN units were 
represented at a sports weekend at 
which hosts Southampton ended 
up the ncarty-men and women 

Around 4541 competitor* 
entered three competitions - 
women’s netball, mixed hockey 
and men’s rugby sevens. 

Oxford URNU won the netball 
competition, and just pipped 
Southampton to the overall title. 

The hockey tournament went to 
Bristol CRM who 

Southampton lo the titk* - and the 
rugby was won by Wak*s URNU. 
who pushed Southampton into 
second place. 

The weekend was staged at 
HMS Tcmeraire in Portsmouth, 
and provided the chance for one 
of the largest gatherings of URNU 
staff and students for some time. 

Stores score 
Culdrose win 

THE MEN and women of the 
Stores Department of RN air sta¬ 
tion Cuklmac dug deen into their 
reserves to win the establishment’» 
annual sports aim petit ion. 

The Intcrpan Competition is 
open lo all squadrons and depart¬ 
ments at the air station and fea¬ 
tures 14 sports, including athlcticv 
volleyball, fooihall. swimming, ori¬ 
enteering and basketball. 

Stoie*. who entered teams iq 
most of the disciplines, look the 
Commodore's Cup hy 50 points 
from the holders, 810 Naval Air 
Squadron 


One champion 
and four heroes 
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Rugby sevens 
tournament is 
good warm-up 



• Prepare for tako-off: 
WOl John Panter with 
his new canopy. 


THE ANNUAL Royal Navy 
Rugby Union sevens champi¬ 
onships. sponsored by Office 
AngcK Recruitment Consultants, 
will lake place again this year on 
the main fields at I IMS Colling- 
wood in Earcham on April 12. 

Open to the public throughout, 
il promises to he a day filled with 
exciting running rugby 

Renowned in the Navy as a sig¬ 
nificant warm up event for the 
Navy v Army game at Twicken¬ 
ham. which this year takes place 
on May 6. the tournament will fea¬ 
ture teams competing from ships 
and establishments throughout the 
country. 

Windsurfing 
date is set' 

III! KOVAL Navy and Royal 
Marines windsurfing champi¬ 
onships will take place on May JtL 
21 in IMolc Harbour. 

The entrance fee of £15 will 
indude social costs. 

Contact U Cdr Paul Harrison 
on OIW 456104 (RNAS 
Yeovil ion ext 6104) for details. 

All disciplines will be represent¬ 
ed. with a restricted category for 
tail* up to 7.5 metres and an unre¬ 
stricted category for all other 
equipment. 


With a little help 
from his friends 



DON'T FORGET ! 


ARMY v NAVY 

Saturday 6 May 2000 
at Twickenham 
Kick off 2.45pm 

Tickets 

£12.50 adults, £5.00 children and OAPs 
Discounts for families and schools 

BOOKING HOTLINE 
0870 4446633 

www.navyrugbyunion.co.uk 


Sponsored by 


Willis 

TV tek fcartic* 


WITH a little help from his 
friends, intcr-Scrvice paraglid¬ 
ing champion WOl John 
Panter RM has taken delivery 
of his new Serial-class glider. 

The new canopy was necessary 
to comply w 1 11 i fit ompci ition 
rule change* implemented by the 
Bcitimli Hang Gliding and Para- 
gliding Association, the sport's 
governing body. 

And it was made possible with 
assistance from the Commando 
Training Centre UIF. Corps 
Central Fund* and the RN VSSS. 
each of which made contributions 
to the project. 

WOl Panter, of CTCRM. will 
use his new glider - complete with 
‘Roval Marines' U»go emblazoned 
underneath - in this year's British 
paragliding championships in an 
attempt to qualify for tnc Great 
Britain team in 2001. 

In addition he will spearhead 
the Navy’s efforts at the 2000 intcr- 
Scrvice championship* held in 
July. 

Paraglidme ha* a loyal following 
in the Armed Forces, with perma¬ 
nent training centres situated in 
both Wile* and the Bavarian Alps; 


both facilities arc unparalleled in 
civilian spheres 

Future training courses, ranging 
from basic to advanced level, win 
be promulgated in DCIs. 

Currently there arc i 
ful of RN pilots reguL 
whilst the Army and 


have a substantial pool of qualified 
pilots from which to form repre¬ 
sentative teams. 

Further information about 
training courses can be found in 
DCI JS 14/2000 General advice 
can be gathered from WO Panter 
at CTCRM. extension 44)05. 



• Big name: WOl John Panter shows off the Royal Marines logo. 


Short-lived glory for Agrippa 


SKIERS fn mi one of the Navy's most 
remote establishments enjoyed a brief 
moment of gkwy at the RN Alpine 
skiing championships at Lc* Arcs in 
Frame. 

H U Paul Iblock, POPT Henry 
C 'ooper and Cdr David FJford were 
awarded the Battlcaxc Ifophy for 
then efforts. 

Orancscrs later realised that an 
error had been made - the trophy is 
for major units, and HMS Agnppa is 
the modest shore otahlishmcnt cov¬ 
ering a number of RN pcisunnd in 
Naples, primarily in NATO com¬ 
mands. 

The trio's nvftCHkvi of the prized 
trophy was snort-lived - but should 
encourage them to try again next year 
■ Meanwhile the liMSScahawk ski 
squad arc reflecting on then most 
suorvdul championships yet 

Chess battle 

THE COMBINED Services chess 
championships will be held from 
April 27 to May 1 at RAF 
Brampton. 

The tournament, open to 
serving and ex-serving personnel 
and MOD civil servants, b in the 
form of a seven round Swiss open, 
with the top su players qualifying 
for (he NATO 

Details from CRSfSM) Dave 
Ross on 95825 2786 or 01329 
332786. 


Both A and B squads picked up 
team trophies, the A winning the 
slalom and super giant slalom, 
while the second string took the 

r uit slalom and were Inc winning 
team overall. 

Scahawk - sponsored by Fat 


ung - v 

ccvvful establishment overall, and 
of the individual* who won medal*. 
Ll Sharrock* deserves mention, 
taking the prize for the overall win¬ 
ning advanced skier at his first 
Navy championship*. 


Selectors 
seek lady 
golfers 

NAVY golfers are prepar¬ 
ing In earnest for the 
forthcoming season. 

By the time Nevy News is 
published, the men s team 
will have completed the 
first match of the season 
against Cornwall, writes 
Cdr Gary Skkms. 

While the mens squad 
has been enhanced with 
new players, the ladles 
team has not been so fortu¬ 
nate. 

Any lady who either plays 
golf, or Is interested in 
starting, should contact 
either the Secretary RNGA 
on Portsmouth Naval Base 
ext 27880 , the Ladies 
Captain (Cdr Moira Hoath, 
Centurion Building ext 
2763 ) or the Ladies Sec¬ 
retary (POWDH Pam Jack, 
Fas lane 6971 ). 

Entry to the Ladies 
Championships will be 
open to any lady golfer with 
a bona fide handicap or who 
is sanctioned by the RNGA. 
Details have been signalled 
and mailed as appropriate 

Up to 12 individual 
entries will be available for 
the men s championships. 

Anyone wishing to be 
considered for one of these 
places should contact the 
Secretary RNGA; entries in 
anticipation of Command 
Team select are acceptable. 

For details, contact the 
RNGA Secretary. 

Key dates in this year s 
fixture lists are: 

May IS: RN Ladies Champ¬ 
ionships, China Fleet Club 
June 26-30: RN Mens 
Championships, Woodbury 
Park 

July 13: Navy Cup Final, 
China Fleet Club 
Sept 4-6: Ladles Inter- 
Services, Woodhall Spa 
Sept 16-21: Men s Inter- 
Services, Woodbury Park. 

What a catch! 

ANGLERS from HMS Dryad 
swept lhe bt»ard «t the presenta¬ 
tion evening of the Solent Area 
RNARM Angling Association. 

For the first time, one unit took 
.ill the team trophies - and 
Norman Bern, of MWC Dryad, 
was crowncu boat and shore 
champion and overall champion 
More than 50 angler* from HM 
ships Dryad. Sultan. Excellent. 
Nelson. Grafton. Fearless. 
Manchester, Coventry and York 
fished Mi competition* in 1999 
HMS Sultan were close run¬ 
ners-up in all the team events and 
CPO John Simislcr (Dryad) was 
intcr-Scrvice* boat champion 


First-class second string 


THE Royal Navy has taken major hon¬ 
ours in a Service judo tournament for the 
first time since 1996. 

Ths RN sevan-man Kyu grade team beat 
opponents from the RAF and Army to win the 
Peter Brown Trophy tor the first time. 

Although a B-team event, the Cosford tus¬ 
sle was closely contested, and all the more 
satisfying for the Navy as it was only three 
years ago that the Senior Service could only 
muster a squad of four players for this cham¬ 
pionship. 

In the first bout the Navy quickly went 3-0 
down to the Army, but thoughts of a white¬ 
wash were soon dispelled. 

CH Lee Jarvis (HMS Dryad) rapidly dis¬ 
posed of his opponent, and Mne Paul 
Chadwick s win was equally emphatic. 

With s walkover to the Navy bringing the 
scores level, the final lightweight contest test¬ 
ed everyone's nerves before LWEA Ginge 
Skinsiey (HMS Coilingwood) polled oft a last- 
gasp throw to win the laurels for the Navy. 


With the Army beating the RAF 4-3, the door 
opened for the Navy - but again they went 
about it the hard way. 

Fired up by the Army defeat, the RAF took a 
2-0 lead, but Sgt Chris Wait# (45 Cdo) notched 
a hard-fought victory for the Navy, and with a 
win by Mne Chadwick and another walkover 
to cancel out another RAF win. It stood at 3-3 
with one to play. 

This time it was CpI Colin Morris (Chick- 
sands) who left it late, edging into a majority 
in the final seconds to win the contest, the tie 
■gainst the a i r men - end the trophy 

In the Dan-grade competition the Army 

K oved too strong for the others, besting the 
ivy 6-1 and the RAF 5-2. 

The afternoon saw some spirited perfor¬ 
mances in the individual contests. 

AEM James Clement (HMS Heron) took sil¬ 
ver In the under-73kg weight group, despite 
suffering the effects of a bad cold, and a fur¬ 
ther six bronze medals were added to the 
tally, giving the Navy its best medal haul In 































Late,late 
strike seals 
trophy win 


A BRACT' of goals from Mne Jason 
Coburn helped secure a thrilling win 
for the Navy against the Army Youth 
- and bag the inter-Service trophy 
for the first time in nine years. 


Defeats leave Navy 
at bottom of the pile 


r co-operation is greatly apprcci- 


Mne Coburn (42 Cdo| volleyed the 
Navy into the lead from eight yards after 
tb minutes, and his side should have 
killed the game off by halt-time 

The Army edged back in the second 
hull, but Murray looked to have sealed a 
win by finishing a filming attack. 

With just seven minutes left the Armv 
struck, and four minutes Utter drew level. 

Hut as extra time loomed. Cobum 
si nick from 15 yards to take the spoils. 

'This result would not have been pos- 
dble without the commanding officers of 
ships and establishments releasing their 
players'', said KN Youth Chuuman Lt 
lonv West after the game 
"their 
ated.’ 

He said prepara 
lams for the Dallas 
international youth 
competition this 
month arc nearing 
completion - it will tic 
the 20th consecutive 
year that the Navy has 
competed in a tourna¬ 
ment which often fea¬ 
tures teams such as 
Real Madrid and 
Manchester Utd. 

The RNFA(Y) 
seek a head coach, 
assistant coach and 
secretary/vice chair¬ 
man for next season. 

Contact Lt West 
(IIMS Cnllingwood) 
ext 2205 for details. 



• Winners: Mne 
Jason Cobum (left), 
who scored the vital 
goals, and youth 
captain Alan Garnett 


AN UNLIKELY victory 
over the Navy at Aldershot 
gave the Army the inter- 
Scrvioc title for the first 
time in six years. * rites Dent 
( ottm «*/r. 

The Navy had the better of 
the early exchanges, forcing 
several early corners, and strik¬ 
er Will Flint put a close-range 
header just over the bar. 

A emling OMNI h\ I 1*1 
O'Neil caused chaos in the box. 
leaving two home players on 
the deck. 

A fierce drive by 
defender Sgt Price 
rebounded off the 
Army post. and 

although the Army 
fashioned the occa¬ 
sional chance. it 

seemed only a matter 
of time before the 
Navy broke through 
the crowded home 
defence. 

After the break the 
Army started to 

threaten the Navy 
gout, forcing keeper 
Adams into a couple 
of good saves. 

But they went one 
better in the 51st 
minute when a precise 
through ball put C'pl 


Hone clear to finish clinically 
and put the Army ahead. 

The game developed into an 
end-to-end affair, and although 
the Navy still had chances lo 
draw level, the game ended in 
disappointing defeat. 

Worse was to follow when 
tlic RAF provided the opposi¬ 
tion at Burnaby Road - and 
New the Navy away with a fine 
display of attacking football. 

The airmen showed their 
intent early on with a series of 
fast, driving attacks, and it was 
Navy keeper Winnan who was 
seeing most of the action. 

IWo goals in four minutes, 
one off a Navy defender, put 
the RAF in the driving seat, 
and two minutes into Inc sec¬ 
ond half it was 3-4) with a bril¬ 
liant individual effort. 

The Navy finally found tome 
composure and tested the RAF 
defence, with CTO Thwaites 
and POPT Riley both having 
good chances 

But a blistering run and shot 
by man-of -the-match CpI Dick¬ 
inson rang Navy alarm Dells. 

And another piece of indi¬ 
vidual brilliance scaled a 4-0 
win after 86 minutes, leaving 
just enough time for the Dark 
Blues to miss the chance of a 
consolation goal in the dying 
seconds. 



• Flying In: the Navy defence springs shut on the Army during the 


match at Aldershot. 


Pwur* LAtPHOT) Brmt Bradbury (SPPUl 


Some you 
win, some 
you lose... 

THE ROYAL Navy women's 
football side had mixed for¬ 
tunes in the intcr-Scrvicc aim- 
petition. writes Dun Coflocott . 

The tradition of high-scovinc 
matches with the Armv continued 
at AldershiM when the KN were on 
the wrong end of a 6-3 scorcltnc 
Alter a bright start by both sides 
the Army seemed to have taken 
control with two goals, but a cor- 
WMEM w tea dfr f rame, 
deflected in by an Army defender, 
and u volley by the same player put 
the Navy on terms. 

From then on it was almost all 
Army as they built up an impres 
s«ve four-goal lead, only pegged 
back after 88 minutes with ■ 
Mcrissa OyhurM penalty 

But it was a different matter at 
Burnaby Road when a single goal 
decided the match against the 
RAF - and that goal went to the 
Navy, thanks to a late header by 

LWEA Becky Webb, who bad 
been instrumental at the back in 
the first half when the RAF had 
been pressing hard. 

Pastie power 

PLYMOUTH-based company 

Ivor Dewdney Pashes lid has 
signed a £4.0(11) sponsorship deal 
with the RN Football Association 
The money will he used towards 
helping the RNFA raise its oil¬ 
field profile 

Managing director Phil Abbott 
said the company was proud to 
continue their long association 
with tbt Navy they hail been 
staunch supporters of the 
Desonport field gun crew. 



URNU man in 
Boat Race 

A Ml Mill R of Cambridge 
University KN Unit was due to 
row in the Boat Race as Navy News 
went to press. 

Richard Lhlers. of St John’s 
College, is an international oars¬ 
man and has built up a pedigree in 
bis native South Africa 

But while carrying out his stud¬ 
ies he is hoping to help Cambridge 
to their eighth successive victory in 
the race on the Thames. 

Lt Paul Schrcicr. Commanding 
Officer of Cambridge URNU 
patrof boat IIMS Raider and 
himself a keen rower - said: *’Wc 
all wish him the best of luck ” 

It is Richard’s second year at 
Cambridge, where he is studying 
for a l*hD in electrical engineer¬ 
ing. 


wood is stopped by 25 
Engineers in the final of the 
Army rugby league 9s. Wins 
against 47 Regt RA . the 
Royal Dragoon Guards, 25 
Engineers and the 1st 
Parachute Regt, with fine 
displays by Sandford, LPT 
Ruby Murray. LWEM Alby 
Albison. POPT Wayne OkeU 
and Slf Jamie Farrel, took 
them to the final, where the 
Army side prevailed 26-16. 

Picas* POWEU swavy swar 


Defeat for 
the Dukes 

PLENTY of effort but Itttk 
reward - Thomo Thomp¬ 
son a driving attack on the 
rugby pitch summed up the 
day for the teams of HMS> Iron 
Duke when they visited their 
affiliated Army regiment. 

The Duke of Wellington 
Regiment’s home advantage 
carried them through In 
rugby, football and squash, 
but the CPOs showed how It 
should be done when they 
won at golf. 


ibwi 
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If Queen opens Falklands memorial chapel 


A CHAPEL dedicated to 
the memory of 255 British 
Servicemen and three 
islanders killed during the 
battle for the Falklands in 
1982 has been officially 
opened by The Queen. 

Veterans and families stood 
side-by-side with senior mili¬ 
tary figures and members of 
the Government lor the mov¬ 
ing ceremony at Pangbourne 
College near Reading. It 
marked the end of a six-year 
campaign for a permanent 
memorial. 

The Queen watched a uni¬ 
formed parade by more than 
300 pupils at the military pub¬ 
lic school before unveiling a 
plaque in memory of the war 
dead. 

Among those who attended 
the ceremony were Admiral 
Sir John Sandy Woodward 
who commanded the Naval 
task force, and Baroness 
Thatcher, Prime Minister dur¬ 


ing the war with Argentina. 

At the end of the ceremony. 
Lady Thatcher said: "Our peo¬ 
ple were marvellous and 
showed great courage. This 
was a lovely service, a fitting 
tribute to those who gave 
their lives. 

‘You never expect as a 
prime minister to have to put 
people into battle but when 
the time came on the Friday, 
when they invaded, we could 
not leave our people living 
under a foreign power - and 
the Fleet sailed on Monday 

“It took three weeks to get 
there and it was a hard-fought 
battle. I hope that there will be 
an annual service so people 
will never forget.” 

The Falkland Islands 
Memorial Chapel seats 600 
people and is open to the pub¬ 
lic from 8.30am to 6pm 
throughout the year. For 
details about visiting, contact 
Pangbourne College on 0118 
984 2101. 


• The Queen and Admiral Woodward meet midshipmen 
from Pangbourne College before she opened the chapel. 



Commando in 
roof fall lay 
undiscovered 
for six weeks 

i ill BOOT of a youat Royal 
Marine, killed in a night-time 
fall from a building, wa* not 
found for over six weeks 
because at first nobody missed 
him 


FONA switches to command of RN-RAF Group 

ADMIRAL TAKES OVER 
AS HARRIER SUPREMO 


Murder 
charge 
after 
death of 
Marine 

A MAN has been charged with 
the murder of a Royal Marines 
corporal who died in hospital 
after an alleged incident in 
Plymouth. 

C pi Kevin Weaver (36). married 
with a babv daughter died at 
Dcrnford Hospital. Plymouth on 
March X, sis dayv after receiving 
severe head injuries in the incident 
in Koval Parade He had served 
with the Corps for 17 years and 
was a member of 42 Commando 
based at Bicklcigh. 

Three local men have been 
charged by Devon and Cornwall 
Police. 

Francis Fletcher (24) was 
charged with murder, grcviou* 
bodily harm and violent disorder. 
The others were charged solely 
with violent disorder They arc 
Dean Pope (22) who was remand¬ 
ed on bail, and Steven Gunnigham 
(PM remanded in custody. 

The allcprd modem took place 
while CpI weaver was spending a 
night (Hit at a Wild West fancy 
dress party. 

Injured Wren 
on the mend 


Mnc Daniel lox (22) of 
Cnmacchio Group was due to go 
on leave from KM Condor. 
Arbroath on January 26. That 
night he went to a Dundee night¬ 
club with colleagues, but was ejected. 

It appears that he then climbed 
the building, probably with the aim 
of re-entering, but died when he 
fell through the skylight of an 
empty building next door. 

His colleagues believed he had 
left on leave and hts parents 
tlx night he was spending his leave 
elsewhere, so (he alarm was not 
raised until he failed to return to 
duty at Condor on February 22. 

Tavsidc police were informed 
and Mnc Fox’s body was found by 
a search team on March 11. 


FOR THE first time a 
Royal Navy officer is 
being given command of 
a major force made up 
predominantly of RAF 
aircraft. 

On April I. Rear Admiral 
lain Henderson becomes Flag 
Officer Maritime Aviation with 
Ins head at High 

Wycombe. Buckinghamshire. 

As such he will be Air Officer 
Commanding 3 Group, comprising 
the newly titled Joint Force Harrier 
- the combined force of RAF 
GR7s and Naval Sea Harrier FA& 
the RAF 4 * Nimrod maritime patrol 
aircraft; and the RAF and Navy’s 


search and rescue helicopters 

Admiral Hendersons title of 
Flag Officer Naval Aviation will no 
longer exist, but he will retain 
responsibility to C-in-C Fleet for 
the Fleet Air Arm’s standards and 
practices, including flight safety in 
ships. 

A new appointment - that of 
Commodore Naval Aviation 
(COMNA) - is being set up. with 
Commodore C hristopher Clayton 
as first post holder Most ol his 
staff will remain at FONA’s old IflO 
at RN air station Yeovil ton lo form 
Naval Aviation Administrative 
Hcaduuarterv Meanwhile Commo¬ 
dore Clayton, with a small team, 
will be based at Nurthwood. 

As reported last year by Afaiy 



Princess’s Thursday War 



WITH the ship at action stations, the Princess Royal comes face- 
to-mask with HMS Cornwall's Met Officer. Lt Emma Pavay. With 
them on the bridge if Flag Officer Sea Training, Rear Admiral 
Sandy Backus. Princess Anne joined the Type 23 frigate off 
Plymouth for a Thursday War' to bring herself up to date with 
developments in operational sea training. She met Lt Pavey, in 
anti-flash clothing, on the bridge while witnessing ships undergo¬ 
ing training to test warlare and damage control under simulated 
attack. Her visit also included a tour of the Operations Room and 
Plymouth Military Radar in FOST’9 Devonport HO. 

PKlun LAjPHOT) Rich* kUtkry 


Sr ws, (he joint Harrier force will 
collocate in 2003 at RAF 
Cottesmore. with a joint conver¬ 
sion unit 15 mile* awav at the cur¬ 
rent GR7 base at RAF Wittering. 
Cambridgeshire. 

The move w.ls foreshadowed bv 
the Strategic Defence Review with 
the aim of establishing a flexible 
and powerful. Joint RN-RAF air 
group of mulli-rolc combat icts. 

Admiral Henderson will have 
two RAF air commodore* subordi¬ 
nate to him - one in charge of the 
Harriers, and the othci heading the 
Nimrod* and SAR aircraft. 

On March 31. Armed Force* 
Minister John SpcIUr was launch 
iag the restructured Strike 
C ommand at a ceremony at High 
Wycombe, later travelling to RAF 
Wittering to witness a I tamer dis- 
play. 

Manchester 
saves 11 in 
yacht ordeal 

A RESCUE mission bv HMS 
Manchester saved the lives of 
11 people after their yacht 
sank 35 miles off the coast of 
Puerto Rico. 

The Type 42 destroyer was in 
the Caribbean when she received a 
mayday from the 14X0 motor 
cruiser Shiralce at 2.40am k>cal 
time on February 21. 

Her Lynx helicopter was air- 
home within minutes, and when it 
located the Shiralce 21) miles away, 
the vessel’* crew had abandoned 
her and were adrift in two life 
raft*. 

Manchester was guided lo the 
scene by her helicopter, and the 
ship picked up six Britons, two 
Irish nationals, one Australian, 
one South African and a 
Bermudan woman before the 
Shiralce sank at 4am. 

At Puerto Rico they were traas- 
ferred to an American Coast 
Guard cutter which landed them 
.it S.m Ju.»n by 5.30am. 

Manchester’s Commanding 
Officer, Cdr Bob Brown, said: “All 
the crew of the Shiralce were 
recovered and brought on hoard 
for medical check* and food 
There were no injuries and they all 
seemed very gralcful to have been 
rescued so quickly.’* 



• Rear Admiral lain Henderson 
- the new Flag Officer Maritime 
Aviation. 


A WOMAN sailor who suffered 
serious injuries in an accident on 
hoard HMS Invincible in Ports¬ 
mouth in February is now rccover- 
ing at home. She has not been 
named. 

WRNS 2000 

A MILLENNIUM rcccpiMwi for 
former WRNS and female RN 
officers will be held at Goldsmiths' 
Hall. City of London on June 15. 
Proceeds of the tickets, at £2X and 
limited to 600. will be donated to 
the WRNS Benevolent Trust 

l r details send an stamped 
addressed envelope lo The 
Secretary. WRNS 2000. Old 
Colwell laxlgc. Colwell Common 
Road. Iotland Bav. Isle of Wight. 
PQ390BZ, F mail 


WRNS2000&*nl com 
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Options 


CHAT PAO- 


EASTER is nearly here and you'll be 
planning just how many Easter Eggs you 
can eat at once! Don't forget to write and 
tell the crew about your Easter Holidays. 

Thanks lor the letters Penny in Poulton and 
Cassie Moore, look out for your jokes on the 
back page. 

Hello to Kimberly Griffin. Your Dad sounds 
i realh 


■ ~ 


like he does a really useful job delivering the 
post. We hope he might bring us a few nice 
letters, as we love 'em! Hi to Jennifer Fox. we 
like your pretty writing paper. 

Well done Paul Hitching for some more 
good drawings and a big SORRY for 
forgetting your birthday. Captain Plank was 
very upset when we told him! Greetings to 
Rebecca and Matthew Rush, see you in 
Portsmouth! 


i 

I 




‘Easter ‘Eggstravafldnzal 

PLICE the main brace me hearties, it's 
^^welcome to this 'ere special Easter 
Supplement. Me crew and I love this time 
of year. 

The winds are usually set fair for some serious sail¬ 
ing and the crew all feel like making the ship look like 
new. I hope ye all like growing those there sunflowers. 
I be looking forward to seeing your pictures. 



I also want ye to make one of them Time Capsules. I 
found one of that there pirate Black Beard's Capsules 
once and the things he put in it would fair make your 
toes curl! 


We be away at sea a lot now so keep them 
letters coming - all me crew love hearing from you. 


J 




Grow the 
biggest 
sunflower 

C APTAIN Plank is on the hunt again this year for the super sunflower* 
and Gang Plank members will have the chance to grow one as, very 
soon, you'll be receiving some seeds through the post! 



To make sure your 
seeds grow big and 
strong we've asked Gloria 
Greenfmgers to give you 
some growing tips. 

Gloria Greenfingers is a 
very good friend of Captain 
Plank. They have known 
each other since they were 
at pirate school together. 

Captain Plank went off to 
sea but Gloria didn 1 like all 
that swash buckle stuff and 
she decided to set up Plant 
Island - a sort of pirate's 
garden centre. 

Here are her Sunflower 
Seed Growing Tips: 


1. Plant the seeds in a pot 
or container about 30cm 
apart. Then put them on a 
windowsill. Keep them nice 
and moist and wait for a 
week or two until they 
sprout. 

2. As soon as you have 
one healthy plant with a 
good few leaves you can 
plant It out in the garden. 
Don't forget it s going to 
grow very tall so be careful 
where you put it! 

3 As the Sunflower 
grows, and It does really 
quickly, you need to tie gar¬ 
den stakes next to the stem 


to stop It falling over. 

4. Keep your sunflower 

watered. 

5. Don't forget to send 
my friend Captain Plank 
pictures of your sunflow¬ 
ers... Also measure how tall 
they have grown and write 
this on the back of your 
photo. 

Good Luck! 

Captain Plank will be giv¬ 
ing a prize to the grower of 
the tallest flower. 

We ll tell you who the 
winner is in our September 
special. 


"...or plant a time capsule" 


ACK AND SUSIE have had a 
good idea!! They have decided 
to make their own Time 
Capsules, just like the ones on the 
TV programme Blue Peter. 

Whv don't you make one too? It 
doesn't have to he put away for very long 
- things arc changing SO fat that lodq | 
everyday items will probably seem very 
strange in just a few years! 

You don't have to bury it if you don't 
want to. You could put it in the hack of a 
cupboard, in the loft or cellar, or per¬ 
haps in the garden shed. 

To make the capsule: 

LI Use anything that's waterproof 

J Don't use anything too big. An ice 
cream tub is good. or. if you want it a lit¬ 
tle bigger, why not use one of those mini 
plastic dustbins? 


J Have a good think about the con¬ 
tents before you begin packing it. have a 
look at Jack and Susie s suggestion list. 

J Put heavier things in the bottom 

J When everything is inside, seal it up 
with some waterproof tape. 

J Don't forget to label your Time 
Capsule with the date it was scaled and 

the te it should bn o pwwd N the 

label in a clear plastic hag before taping 
it to the Time Capsule. 

J Pul a note somewhere in your fam¬ 
ily's important papers that will remind 
you when to open the capsule! 

Here are Jack and Susie's ideas for 
what to put in your time capsule: A map 
of the area showing where you live and a 
photo of your house. 

A photo of your family and pets and 
written details of their names and the 


dates that they were all horn along with 
a copy of a national newspaper and one 
of your Uveal newspapers. 

A picture of your favourite pop group 
and perhaps a tape of the music that s 
around now. Don't forget to wrap it up 

omfUtyl 

What about a second copy of your 
favourite book or a piece written out 
from it? 

Some pictures of the ways wc commu¬ 
nicate with each other today, like mobile 
phone adverts or pictures of phone and 
letter boxes. 

A radio and TV guide, some menus 
from your local restaurants/takeaways 
and a record of what you've been eating 
this week. 


Your favourite sweet, wrapped care¬ 
fully in plastic. 


LEGOLAND 


W I W 



)• 

MKB00E 


New for 2000 attractions include — 


• The Adventurous Wave Surfer... 

...a Thrilling New Water Attraction in Harhoartide 
a Minilands very own Millennium Dome 
e See model makers in the new Creation Centre making 
fantastic models for tho Park including Aeroplanes for 
our new airport (Speasered hy Virgin! 
e 11 CO Racer - virtual racing gnme 

flmswcw OoseOtfeai (to<i!7®<S% ffled Tfe® (Soeftfl 
Ufa fl (Afluflky UHksG & QS@@Q/30ID* 

VKMZDOSGl 

I: Where At LEGOLAND Will You Find The LEGO 
Adventurous Wave Surfer? 

Put your answer on a postcard and send it with 
your name, age and oddress to: 

The Gang Plank Club. Navy News, HMS Nelson, 

Queen Street, Portsmouth, Hants POI 3HH 

Closing data for competition 4th May 3000 




m «f I 


Bert searches 
through the 
ship’s library 

BERT the deck hand looks after the Ship’s Library, lie’s 
had a new delivery of books this month. Here's what he 
thinks about them: 

The Barefoot Book of Heroic Children, by Rebecca Hazel!. 
Barefoot Books, priced Cl4..99 

An excellent book telling stories of children who have made* a 
difference to the world. Easy to read and one to keep on your book 
shelves forever. 

Face, by Benjamin Zephaniah, Bloomsbury Children s 
Books, priced £4.99 

This is a book for older children. It‘s an inspirational story deal¬ 
ing with the important subject of prejudice in a very different way. 
Hard to put down. 

Art Attack, by Neil Buchanan. Dorling Kindersley. £9.99 

A great book for rainy days. All sort of things to make and do. 
From the TV scries of the same name. 
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SPRING IS HERE 


SPRING IS here and it s about time 
we all got out and about So here's 
something you can make and use 
either outside, or if it's raining. In 
the bathn 

We are going to make a little cata¬ 
maran that can really sail! You will 


j 3 cotton reels 

j 4 corks, tizzy wine corks are best 
J 2 bendy plastic drinking straws 


-J A tube of strong glue 
J Some lollipop sticks 
j Some poster paint 
j Coloured paper 
j A glue stick 

1. Paint three lollipop stick 
them dry. 

2, Cut out a till 
sail and put 
Push the two straws into or 


triangle of pap 
a slit in eact 


G ianni the Chef loves 
Easter with all those 
chocolate eggs but he also 
loves making Easter really 
special with real eggs! 

Why don't you give your family a 
treat and decorate some boded eggs 
on Easter Sunday? 

Gianni uses natural dyes to give 
his eggs some amazing colours. 

Here's how he does it* 

T. He puts the eggs In a large pan 
then pours on enough water to 
cover them (Its best to buy white 
eggs as they dye better) 

2. He carefully adds about a tea* 
spoon of vinegar 

3, Then he adds a natural dye - you 
can choose your colour from 
Gianni's JfsL 

4. He brings the water to boil, then 
turns down the heat and simmers 
the eggs for IS minutes, 

5, If Gianni wants the eggs to have 
a really good colour he carefully tips 
the eggs and the dye Into a bowl and 
puts them In the fridge overnight If 


your family like hard boiler 
then they could try to eat 
Otherwise just use the cool cc 
eggs to decorate the Easter t; 

Colouring your eg 

Natural dye to use: 

A Pale Red: Fresh beelr 
cranberries, or frozen raspbe 

* Orange: Onion skins 

A Light Yellow: Orange or 
peel, carrot tops 

A Yellow: Ground Turmeric 

A Pale Green: Spinach leav 

A GreerVgoid: Golden De 
apple peel 

A Blue: Red cabbage leave 

A Beige/Brown: Black coffi 


Options 

Ww 


birthday 
from all 
the Gang 


M any HAPPY returns to 
(he following Gang Plank 
Club members who have 
birthdays In April 

Alexander UarreU. Lloyd 
Robinson Francesca ingr a m, 
P&dratg Amjkpsop Jonathan 
Burtord Beniamin Skelton, Guy 
Hart Nicot* Smith, Jonathon 
Bird Andrew Evans. Luka 
Johnson. Robert Jenkins, 
Hannah llama. Sarah Lock**. 
Daniel Thomas. Danny Siggers, 
Rachel Thom**. Fetti Healey* 
Chio* Marlin Nadeen Mian. 
Samuel Whifetey Lewis Wtetmitt 
Peter Sharp, Denial Patton.. 
Marianna Chapman, A* hi ay 
G ending. John Pay#, Sarah 
Gathergood: Jasmin* Rand*. 
Jody Cousins. Stephan Shaw. 
Anna Steven*, Sophia Timmms, 
Ban Pullen, Stephen King, 
Sr on wan Hopkins, Stobban 
Tebbutl Rebecca Langley. 
Edward Horn. Ewan Chrtftff*. Lao 
Cooper Amy Wilkes, Robert 
Gibson. Victoria Phillip** Marc 
Fryett Cokhan Cakir Daniel 
Otrin. Victoria Parr. Matthew 
Smith, Nicola Lowm. Paul 
Pttgr&i Heather Ricfchuss* 
Christopher Mbit* Jay Kimttef.. 

Charlie U utter d, Nathan Lawn*, 
Oliver Sturdy, Gavm Moute 
Wayne Steal. Jason mn% Emma 
Pat on, Luke Sylvester. Louis* 
South, Laurence Marshall. Dean 
Perry Andrew Nob** James 
Spencer. James Marsh, Kay tee 
Herbert, Glenn Wright Maria 
McAvoy Henry Gtebths. Sam 
Hodgkinson, Luke Girling, Mark 
Alien Karen Gray Richard 
Hegume Steven Pat ia. Matthew 
Garrett David Wtndte. Adam 
Robinson. Emma Roberts. iffitot 
Kaer. James Reward. Andrew 
Clements Date Melville. Bobby 
BefWfefc. Gary FAteOStar* William 
Wincer. Andrew Golfs. Ashley 
Harvey 2o* Fortune* Rachel 
Locks tone. Matthew Holland* 
Samuel Ryart-fessift Ewen Bury, 
Lucy Hardmeet 0t*nn Drawer* 
liichete Beoson James Tatum 
Thomas Griffin. Lew** Taylor. 
Mark Smith Stuart Tiling, 
eofefte Griffith*, Luke 
Alice Vanns 

















































umaut. net< vi«fu’s, ct>.uk NAVY NEWS YOUNG READERS CLUB. APRIL 2000 3 


Easter activity deck 


icial Easter eggs 


Egg-straordinary facts 

L An egg shell is one of the greal- 
est designs In nature, its thin yet 
amazingly strong 

2. The egg shell is made of a type 
of calcite, you can find the same 
material In marble, coral and 
chalk. 

3. Eggs contain most of the recog¬ 
nised vitamins except Vitamin C 

4. Most eggs now have a Lion 
mark on them, this is stamped on 
to show that lots of checks have 
been made to ensure the egg Is a 
good standard 

5. in the 19th Century a Russian 
goldsmith called Faberge 
decorated eggs with gold, silver, 
gems and enamel. 

They were given as Easter gilts lor 
the Russian royal family. Faberg£ 
used eggs which had been 
“blown 15 * tiny holes are made in 
the egg and the insides are blown 
out. 


SPRING SCRAMBLE 

TECHNOCAT has scrambled-up some words 
connected with Easter and Spring, can you 
help the Crew unscramble them! 

OIFDOAFL SOSRC If you get stuck 

GASTREEGE YLHO yOU wiU tind ** 

BITABR answers on the 

SUSEJ UNB ORCOS HTO next page, 


Poetry corner 

SUSIE SAYS welt done to Bit of you who have sent in your brilHant 
poems. The Millennium realty inspired you to write some gneaf 
things. Hem's a selection of the &EST Mittenmum poems! 


We give each other soppy hugs. 

White trytng to avoid the Miftennium 
bug. 

The Portfires hum. 

But the wheel wouldn't turn. 


jfr 

- 

SO LET’S GO BOATING! 


Art the Millennium Dome. 

You can have a good roam. 

The Millennium bug made us *8 

m 

They should have spent the 
money fftvenmg m pm* 

The fireworks were let off at the 
end of me year. 

The crowd went t v*kt wm a 
great cheer. 

To wish t mail a Happy New Year 
JAOi F FBASEJ* (W) 1st Price 

Millennium is a time for forget 
ting the post 

It s m new start end beginning, 
Learning new things. 

Leaving troubles behind* 
£nfeytn0 the future. 

New adventures more exciting 
things to exptom. 

Nothing left to regret just go 
ahead* 

Usmg our mistakes to help m 
next rime, 

making a new start 
Kathleen Adams (12} 2nd Prize, 


9f for the 
corner. 
m of the 


cotton reels, then thread one of the 
straws up I be long comer of the 
triangle. 

Bend the other straw over and 
thread if along the other edge of the 
triangle so it acts like a boom 

3 Glue the lollipop sticks across 
two cotton reels. Glue the other cot¬ 
ton reel, with the sail, on top of the lol¬ 
lipop sticks In the middle. 


4. Glue the flat ends of the corks to 
the cotton reels so that they make the 
raft part. 

5, Then you are ready to set sail * 
put the catamaran gently on the water 
and let the wind lake it 

it you are going to sail it on a big 
pond or lake you might like to tie 
some string on it so the wind doesnt 
take it too far away? 

Happy sailing? 


The 2&QG m cool. 

The 2000 is hm r 
The 2000 is new. 

Now a new century has begun. 
We must look after the world, 
people and the animals because 
That's the way tt should be 
done, 

SOPHIE LUKE (7} M Prize 


'TODA'f U)>LL 

S(E F (WE. 

p. SOM NY 

r>D w * * 



Test your natural 
ability with our 

countryside quiz 

at^Hjr^nature quhr| y ' C ’ eW? H «™ * 9° 

1 What animal lives in a set? 

2 What do the initials RSPB stand for? 
^^ > SC0ttiSh toch fS rumoured to have a 

4 What is unusual about Manx Cats? 

5 Which has more teeth - a cat or a dog? 

6. What is the mam food of a wombat? 

7. Name the larges, lake In the Untted Kingdom 

mZe,Z 15 assocls,ed "* ,lK *"** 

S^Whal wee is the national emblem ol Canada 
10Jn the neraery m yme wha , tngntened -Miss 
Muflet (answers on the next page) 





Wl 





Sent trom Earth to protect an inno¬ 
cent planet. This Heroic Team must 
protect tiie Space Colony as it jour¬ 
neys into the uncharted expanses 
of Deep Space 




Betty Spaghetty, 
the dare-to-be-ditferent 
doll. Betty's secret is that 
she’s the first ever doll 
that lets you mix, match 
end assemble your own 
range of dolls. 

You could win one ot these fabulous prizes by answer 
tog ihe following two questions 

1 - WHAT t$ BE TTY S SECRET? 

2 - WHAT MUST THE POWER RANGERS PROTECT 
AS THEY JOURNEY INTO DEEP SPACE? 

Mb Send your completed answers on a postcard with M 
your name, age. address to: 

The Gangplank Club, Navy Hews. HMS Nelson. 
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Options 
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mdmiral Cunningham plans to launch an air 


attack on the Italian fleet in harbour at Taranto. 
But will his aircraft be up to the Job? 


THE BATTLE OF TARANTO 



HMS IDurtnou* cameo M) Fasnry atonltiah lurprde Uiiiiwn ■ them, old Alter wtria ol pracbcg. f nn mnghwn md the ar c hi tect o4 the Attack Finr in thr earner's han^v dotn^yi two aircraft Others 

tjnhawwd ba pianrs with j top speed ok only lOKknph fully loaded But they B~r AdmaraJ Lumlry l.y«tar 4^4* un thr hill nran night of have nwUmifuIrd prtnd tn their tanka. The raid has Id hr 

anr highly manonnrraHr. easy Id aiatntam and can operate m the worst weather thr Odder 21st Trafalgar Day put off to November 11 with only 21 planes left available. 




Regular temnnatsancr (lights are made over Taranto - and 
by November 10 Lywter has detailed photographs of ttv 
Italian warships and their bertha. 


The pictures also show up a ring ai barragr balks m. Md by start 
cables that would cut the wings off dying aircraft Some of them 
Will have Id drop magnesium (lares to help light the way. 




November 11 - Araustxr Day HMS Wurtnnus Wranw standdy 
towards thr launch point for de attach 




EASTER JOKES 

From Cassfo Moore 
Knock, knock 
Who s there 
Aardvark 
Aardvark who? 

Aardvark a million miles 
for one of your smiles! 

Why did the one-eyed 
teacher stop teaching? 
Because she only had 
one pupil? 

From Penny In Poulton 

Why did the boy throw 
his watch out of the win¬ 
dow in an exam? 

He wanted to make the 
time fly! 

Where do cows go on 
holiday? 

Uddersfield! 


Looking forward to 
your Summer hols? 


win 4 fAmy t/chct to hm Chatham haw days 

27th - 29th MAY 2000 

Write em4 frit ms mky yom feet fom skowM mm e ticket 

and yen cutd win a 

family T/ctrer to thf navy days 

Send your entry to: The Gangplank Club 

Navy Newt, HMS Nelson, Queen Street, Portsmouth POI 3HM 
Don ! forget to mchide your name, age and address' 

NAVY 

DAYS 

Ooemg date (or entries lltfi Apnl 2000 

n* »udg>> dntmoe w aw lnglOMU W Whi> «< Hmry Naas as w»pli 



AS SOON as Easter is over everyone starts thinking about their summer holi¬ 
days. Are you going somewhere abroad this year? 

Captain Plank is starting to plan his holiday with Ihc crew so he asked his good friend Sam the 
Holiday Sleuth lo check out a few good holiday spots. Here's Sam's first report from Spain. 


^> Where is it? 

Spam tt m Europe. You can 
reach it hy going out into the 
English Channel and then alo«t£ 
Ihc coast of France to Bilbao. To 
get to Spain by land you have to 
travel through France. 

> How big is It? 

Spam « 504,788 square km. Just 
a little smaller than France. 

> What language do the 
people speak 

Mostly Spanish although 
Catalan. Galician and Basque is 
a ho spoken. 

> What s the weather like? 

It varies across the country. The 
North secs lots of ram in the win¬ 
ter hut is hot in the summer. The 
south gets very hot in the summer. 
In the far north of the country the 
Pyrenees mountains get sno* mi>st 
winters. 

> What does the country 
look like? 


Sam s Sleuthing 
on Spain 


If you flew over the amntry you 
would sec kits of mountains as 
there arc five mountain ranges 
across the country But there is 
also some desert in the south and 
Mime very green lands m the north 
west and sun-baked plains, known 
as lai Mancha, in the centre. 

> What money is used? 

The currency’ of Spain h the 
IV'scta. 

> What are the main cities? 

Madrid is the capital city of 
Spain. There arc lots of important 
museums there. Madrid is in (he 
centre of the country Barcelona is 
a port on the east coast of Spain 
and the third largest city h 
Valencia. 


the country 


V 


Almost 4(1 million people Ihc in 
Spain That atmparcs to just under 
Ml milium people who live in Great 
Britain. 

> Do they have a Queen? 

They have a King called Juan 
Carlos and they also have a 
Parliament like Great Britain. 


jeptds 01 ®|d«H 
•Ml 6 eail uJ|»d 9 pu*i«j| 

UiSMDON U| M5no-| 

A ‘tsejQ g AjJiqi A|UO 
**M }90 v mwi omj Apoj 
Boa V 9 tm Oii SASH 
f SS9N tpoi X «pj|0 lO 
uoqooiojd ®mi JOJ Aisfsos 
laAon z Jafipvfl 


•| 
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ung stojo ioh *i|MM 
‘ssojo snwr liqqvb 

3 J918B3 |!po||ta 

319WVH0S ONIddS 

sjamsue zmd 


AlOH 

■fibi 



Ptemse emroil me ms # member of The Oeny Meek Ctmb. 

/ enclose e P0 cheque ipeyebte to Peoy Pews) for £4.25 


Name .... 
Address 


#•••••••••••••••••« 


DOB_ 

Joined by: 

Do you haw any: 
Special Interests: 

m 


Parent “1 
Brothers “I 
Sport “I 
. Friends “1 


.Postcode .... 

. Tel No 

Grandparent “I 
Sisters “I 
Music "I 
Reading “I 


Other 1 
Ages “1 

Film/TV n 




Send your completed form, together wtth 
a postal order/cheque for £4.25 to: 

The GangPlank Club 
Navy News, HMS Nelson, 
Portsmouth POI 3HH 

ty it you would lik© any further information before applying. ^ 


cat 023 92 733556 or 023 92 626040 (24 hr Answeiphone) 

We will also accept payment by:- Vlaa. Delta. Acceea. Mastercard 
| or Switch on orders of CS OO or more j 



The White Ensign Association 

Telephone: 0207 407 8658 Web: www.whiteensign.co.uk 

Your Naval Charity providing free, friendly, unbiased help on finance, 

personal matters and employment 
The Gangplank Club' is sponsored by The Gosling Foundation 







































































This is a spacer page to allow the 
following cutaways to appear 
correctly just click on to the next 
page 




























Options 


1. Safety net 

2. Westland Super-Lynx HAS Mk 8 
anti-submarine helicopter 

3. Folding main rotor and tail pylon 

4. Flight deck and landing grid 

5. Aft mooring bollards and cable fairlead 

6. Starboard rudder 

7. Starboard propeller 

8. Propeller shaft and bearings 

9. Aft radar power room 

10. Air system fan compartment 

11. Gemini craft patrol stowage 

12. Life rafts 

13. Hangar 

14. Gemini craft 

15. Refuelling at sea hoses 

16. Aft type 909 tracking radar antenna 

17. Communications antennae 

18. Type 996 surveillance radar 

19. Mainmast 

20. Oiesel generator intake/exhaust cowl 

21. Port side Avon Searider 

22. Seagnat launchers, port and starboard 

23. Petty Officer’s showers 

24. Aft auxiliary machinery room 

25. Diesel generators (2) 

26. Evaporators 

27. Auxiliary boilers (2) 

28. Canteen 

29. Starboard torpedo launcher 

30. Tyne engine air intake 


31. 

32. 

33. 

34. 

35. 

36. 

37. 

38. 

39. 

40. 

41. 

42. 

43. 

44. 

45. 

46. 

47. 

48. 

49. 

50. 

51. 

52. 

53. 


Funnel 

Tyne engine exhausts 
Communications antenna cables 
Olympus engine exhausts 
Radar controlled Phalanx guns 
Aft engine room 

Twin Rolls-Royce Tyne gas turbines 

High pressure compressor 

Twin stabilisers 

Dual bilge keels 

Fuel control equipment 

Forward engine room 

Twin Rolls-Royce Olympus gas turbines 

Service tanks 

Forward auxiliary machine room 
Forward fuel tank 
Air conditioning plant 
Twin diesel generators 
Life rafts 

Direct aiming sighting station 
Olympus engine air intake 
Scott antennae 
Forward antenna mast 


54. UHF antenna 

55. Surveillance radar scanner 

56. Inmarsat GPS antenna 

57. Forward type 909 tracking radar antenna 

58. Radar offices 

59. Starboard 20mm cannon 

60. Signalling projector 

61. Commanding Officer’s accommodation 

62. Wardroom 

63. Main communications office 

64. Stores compartment 

65. Radar power room 

66. UHF office 

67. Operations room 

68. Officer’s showers 
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80. Junior ratings mess 

81. Refuelling at sea mast 

82. Missile embarkation platform 

83. Vickers 4.5in gun 

84. Forward mooring bollards 

85. Sow wave deflector and deck locker 

86. Cable fairleads 


87. Capstan 

88. Single anchor 

89. Towing cable eye 

90. Jackstaff with forward mooring light 


69. Chart house 

70. Starboard main emergency lights 

71. Bridge 

72. Spare anchor 

73. Seadart surface-to-air missile launcher 

74. Sonar control room 

75. CPO's cabins 

76. Junior ratings mess 

77. Sonar housing 

78. Seadart hydraulic power room 

79. Senior ratings mess 


Naw News 


THE ROYAL NAVY'S Type 42 Destroyers are the 
backbone of the Fleet's anti-air warfare forces and 
they are also equipped to deal effectively with 
surface and submarine targets. 

Ships of the class include HMS Newcastle, HMS 
Glasgow, HMS Gloucester, HMS Cardiff, HMS Exeter, 
HMS Southampton, HMS Nottingham, HMS 
Liverpool, HMS Manchester, HMS York and HMS 
Edinburgh, and HMS Birmingham which paid off in 
December 1999. 

Type 42s were well-proven in battle in the South 
Atlantic in 1982 and the Gulf in 1991, and recent 
deployments have seen them taking part in 
operations during the crisis in East Timor and in the 
international effort to liberate Kosovo. 

The ship's air defence armament centres around 
the Sea Dart missile system which has a primary 
role of providing air defence to a group of ships at 
sea, but also has a good capability against surface 
targets. 

The system comprises a twin-barrelled missile 
launcher and two Type 909 fire control radars which 
guide the missile to its target with the help of the 
ship's main computer installation. 


A Vickers singte-barrelled automatic 4.5-inch Mk 
8 gun is also fitted. This weapon has a high rate of 
fire and is also controlled by the 909 radars. 

tt is capable of engaging both air and surface 
targets and performs welt against shore targets in 
the bombardment role. Close range defence is 
rovided by a number of smaller 20mm guns and 
halanx. 

Overall, the ship has a comprehensive tit of search 
and target indication radars as well as various 
electronic warning devices which feed the 
centralised computer system with information to 
enable the air defence weapons to engage targets. 

Creature comforts for the 280-strong ship's 
company often take second place to the fighting 
efficiency of the vessel, but they are not forgotten. 
The vessels have a well-equipped sick-bay and 
the accommodation itself is all fully air- 
conditioned. 

Type 42 Destroyers also carry a Physical 
Training Instructor to arrange recreation at sea 
which is supplemented by films, television and a 
well-stocked library, and day-to-day necessities 
can be bought from a small NAAFI canteen. 






















